




Brave, Watters Edge and Mead's Canoe 
Livery. 

In 1959 Roscommon suffered, what in 
any other era would be considered a 
major setback, the ending of railway 
passenger service to the Village. 
Disregarding bids from Roscommon 
residents to purchase the depot, the 
Michigan Central Railroad had this 
historic link to the town's origin 
demolished with nothing left standing 
but the memories. 

Winter tourism also began to increase 
with the arrival on weekends of 
thousands of skiers and snowmobilers, 
though Roscommon did not tolerate the 
disruptive effect snowmobiling had on 
wildlife and the natural state of the 
beautiful wooded area. Thus by-laws 
were passed restricting its use. 

The vitality of Roscommon got a 
substantial boost in 1966 with the 
establishment of the Kirtland Community 
College, the effort of many years of hard 
work by the Boards of Education of four 
adjacent counties: Oscoda, Crawford, 
Ogemaw and Roscommon. The 160 acre 
campus, ten miles north of the Village, 
has five modern buildings with an 840 

seat auditorium, serving the students of 
nine Michigan counties. 

Also in the 1960's the eighty year old 
County buildings were demolished and 
Roscommon received a brand new 
administration building, County jail and 
sheriff's office. 

In 1980 the Firemen's Memorial 
Festival came to Roscommon, drawing 
firefighters from all over Michigan, nearby 
states and Canada. The four day event has 
a parade, firefighting demonstrations and 
various competitions held at the 
Roscommon County Fairgrounds. A big 
firemen's memorial statue stands near the 
Village with the beautiful firemen's prayer 
inscribed beneath: 

When I am called to duty Lord 
Wherever flames may rage, 
Give me the strength to save some life 
Whatever be its age ... 
A large segment of the early settlers 

of Roscommon were Irish Catholics with 
names like McKane, McGee, O'Brien 
and Lyons. The first steps to organising a 
Catholic Church began in the 1880's at 
the nearby lumber camps. 

Protestants worshipped at the First 
Congregational church or the Central 

Methodist Church which were both 
established in the Village in 1880. Later 
on, a group of Swedes arrived and built 
the Messiah Luthern Church. The first 
Catholic Church was built in 1885. A 
resident priest was not appointed until 
1945. Four years later Father Grill got 
permission to build a new church. It was 
completed in one year by a local 
contractor, the Pioneer Log Cabin 
Company. It is cruciform in shape and 
constructed of California redwood logs 
with a basement hall beneath the church. 

Brave Roscommon in its first 
generation was hammered repeatedly 
almost to extinction, but grew back 
stronger, retaining its right to the county 
seat. Today the Village has 155 businesses, 
one for each year of its existence, 
providing employment for one thousand 
residents of various backgrounds who live 
together in harmony and peace. 

We of Roscommon, Ireland, recalling 
our own long and rocky history will 
identify and rapport wholeheartedly with 
our beloved brothers and sisters of that 
remote Roscommon in the splendid 
country of lakes and forests of Upper 
Michigan. 

Patrick Owens 
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