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Extract of Resolutions adopted at the
Annual Meeting of Roscommon County Council,

215t June, 1920

“T'hat this Council of the elected representatives of Roscommon County
Council at a duly convened Meeting hereby acknowledges the authority
of Dail Eireann as the duly elected Government of the Irish people and
undertake to give effect to all decrees duly promulgated by the said Dail
Eireann in so far as same affects this Council. That copies of this resolution
be forwarded to the Republican Minister for Foreign Affairs for transmission
to the Governments of Europe and to the President and Chairman of the
Senate and House of Representatives of U.S.A.”

\r/,:v?f(q\-‘

“T'hat the leaf’ on which a resolution 1s written which condemned the Rising
of 1916 be torn from the Book and burned.”

“That we the members of Roscommon County Council in Meeting
assembled on June, 21st 1920, condemn 1in the strongest manner possible
the resolution passed by the Roscommon County Council on the 16th May;
1916, condemning the Rebellion against British Rule in Dublin in Easter
Week in 1916 and while we strongly desire to eliminate it from the Minute
Book and burn it, we feel at the same time that our purpose will be better
served and the perfidy of the men who passed the resolution better exposed
by having it retained as at present in the Minutes with a copy of this
resolution sealed on it with the seal of the County Council.”

The Amendment was then put to the Meeting and the following noted
FOR:- Councillors J. Brennan, M. Brennan, D. Creaton, Gavin, Kelly,
Kenny, B. V. Lavin and McGovern.

The following noted AGAINST:- Councillors Colgan, Cox, Doyle,
Duignan, A. Lavin, J. Lavin, Neary, Ward, Feehily, McCormack and Oates.

The amendment was declared “Lost” by 8 votes to 11 and the Motion
put to the Meeting as a resolution and carried and the page of the Minute
Book containing the Resolution was burned by Councillor McCormack.
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Extract from
Minute Book of
Roscommon County Council

16" May, 1916
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Roscommon Messenger, June 1920

1

At the meeting of the Rosocgmmon Counoll on
Monday, Mr A Lavin in the ohatr,

Mr Noary asked for thé prodaction of $he minute
book of May, 1916, contalning the resolution passed
by the Councll on that cocaslon in referenca to the
outbreakin Dablin. The baok having been prodaced
aud the objeotionabla! resolution tarned up, Mr
Neary said the Irish Republlo dated {rom the year
1916 in Daoblin, and it wae a oglme and a shame
that any publlo body should pass a resolution re-
fleoting on the actlons of the gallant Irlshmen who
then took thoir stand In the causs of liberty. Thia
resolution wae proposed by Mr Devine, and soconded
by Mr Martia MoDonnell, and it was a disgrace
to the men who proposdd It and thoss who sat by
and allowed it to pass, .

Me Doyle—Tear it out. -

Me MoOarmaock— |

TAEE IT QUT TO THE, GROUNDS AND BUBN IT,

Mr Doylg—Allow me'—L

Obalrman—Any person making remarks must
rlse In his place nndp address the ohair. I will only
bear one ati a timo, | |

Me D J Kelly—I was a member of the old Oounotl
and I don’t remember ever hearlug that resolutlon
read, and I think the other members of the Gouncil
will remember that it d!d not appesar in the Press.
I know I never saw it. |If It were read and passed
I would like Lo hear what members wers present.

Mr N:ary read the names—Fitzzibbon, Tully,
Drury, Shanly, Millaz, Killlan, Mapather, Davine,
MoDonnell, and there ig a) Mr Kally.

Mr Doyle—I am sozry you were there,

Mr Kelly—I was not| |I would like to see the
manuscript, :

Mr Neary—But who ‘a he Mr Kelly ?

Mre Kelly—I may not be as smart as Mr Neary,
bu$ he wlll find out whq was the Mr Kelly.

Ohairman—Was thers only one member of that
name ? 'L|

=

Searetary— , .
MR D J KELLY WAS NOT PRESENT AT THE MEETING.

Mr Ksliy—I hope Mr| Neary 1s satisfied he was
not there, .

E[r Neary—I am aatlslﬁ d whml you say you were
not. 1

Me Kelly oalled for the brlginak resolution.

Mr Doyle—Hear, hear.L

Me Neary sald he saw by the mlaute book that at
the subsequeat mesting'ol the Qounoil at which Mr
D J Kelly was prosent, when the minutes were read
no objeotlon was taken to this resolutlon. Ervery
msn Eresant ab that meotlng was just as muoh re-
aponaﬂhln ae the men at rthu moeeting at whioh it was
passed,

Mr Kelly—You sre 'a' young member of the
Council. Have you ever lheard the minutes read ?
When you ate here a lit}le longer you{wlil find that
the minutes are usually thken ss read.

The Obalrmin eald 1t appeared there was a Mr

Thomas Kelly a member,| He wag at the meeting
and no$ Me D J Kally. | .
Mr Neary—To mark our disapproval of that reso-

Iutton I proposs that w‘r eleminate it from the
‘minute book, i

Me Kslly—Who wrote the original resolution ?

Chalrman (examining! the resolutien)—I don't
know.who wrote I1t. It Waa propssed and seconded
and the slgaatures seem to Ea in the same band-
wrlting. q

Mr Kelly sald the resolutlon was

IN THE HANDWRBITING OF MR JABPER TULLY, OF

TLE.

It was proposed by TI:::?mas Devine, and seconded
by*Martin MoDonnell, ErE[a was qulée ceriain that
was not Me MoDonnell's'writing. The proposer and
seconder’s names are in the pame handwriting.
Now you can do what yon like with It

Mr Doyle—Do you maintain that Mr Jasper
Tully wrota that resolution ? .

Mr Kelly—It's hia haddwriting certaiuly,

Beoretary—It'a only falr to eay that Me Davine
did not sign it, 1 ,

Chairman-~The two names were written by the
game man, . J

Mr Kelly—The quea:L
proposed at the mesting

Beoretary—It was, | .

Mr Kelly—Is it not a fact that resolutions must
be sigued by the proposer and seconder ?

Seoretary—That is thq rule, but it {s vary hard to
geb 1t oarried out. Bosne of the mombars sign in
penell, and that 18 wrong.

Mr MoOormaok proposed that the leaf on which
the résolution was writt.en be removed from the

on ia; was the resolution

minute book and burned.
Mr Feehily seconded, ]
Mr Gavin eald the refolution on the book might
not have bsen the original motion:; it might be
A COMPROMISE BEBOLUTION,
Beoratary—I oan'é sa.;y. That is the only one I
have,
Mr Ward
minute book. ;
Mr B V Lavia sald that would be an Injustice to
the ratepayers of tha oouuty as the book contained
the whole bueiness of the Council for the perlod It
ooveral. They might ramove the leat and buen 1,
Mr Kelly would not destroy the resolution. They
should take it out of tha book, put it on parchment,
and hang it up, 8o that everyone would sed the men
who passed this resolution. If thay had their
photos they might put them alongside it (Isughter).
Me M Brenunan proposed as an amendment &
resolution condemning in the sirongest possible
manner the resolutlon' passed by the Roscommon
Co Couccil on 16th May, 1916, condemulng the
rebellion bgalost British rule In Dublin in Easter
weok, 1915, end, while we attonghv dosire to elimi-
nato It from the minute book and burn it, we fesl
at the same time that cur purpoze will be bekter
cerved and t
THE PERFIDY OF THR MEN WHO PASBED

! REROLUTION
better exposed by baving It retained as at present

in the minute book, and a oopy of this resolution
gealed on it with the seal of the Qo Qonnoll.

Mr Gayin seconded. |

Me MoCormack’s motlon was that the leaf on
which the resolution ig written, which condemned
;‘he E.;uiug of 1916, be torn from the book and

urned. H .

proposed t;hat they burn the whole '

THE



Bibliography of Each Member
BOYLE

Doyle, Edward (1870-1927), farmer, public representative and nationalist.

A native of Derreenaseer, Crossna, Boyle, he was the father of Anne Doyle (1905-1991) and
Patrick E. Doyle (1900-1961). He served as chairman of the Boyle Rural District Council
from 1918 to 1921. He was an ex-officio member of Roscommon County Council from its
inception in 1899 until 1902. He was elected unopposed to the Council in 1920 as a Sinn
Féi member but resigned in 1921. He died in April 1927 and was buried in Ardcarne Cemetery.

Duignan, Patrick (1889-1966), farmer, public representative and republican.

A native of Keadue West, Boyle, he was a member of the Irish Republican Brotherhood
and a captain of the Keadue IRA Company. He was elected unopposed as a Sinn Féin
member to Roscommon County Council in 1920 and served until 1925 representing the
Boyle area. He served as treasurer of the Cumann na nGaedheal North Roscommon
Executive for a period. He was appointed a peace commissioner in 1924, having previously
served as a judge in the North Roscommon Sinn Féin Courts. He acted as secretary of
St. Ronan’s Hall Committee during the 1930’s and 40’s. He was chairman of Kilmactranny
Co-op Agricultural & Dairy Society for twenty years. He died at Roscommon Hospital in
January 1966 and was buried in Kilronan Cemetery.

Lavin, Andrew Joseph (1886-1959), teacher, public representative and republican.
A native of Creevagh, Ballyfarnon, Boyle, he was a founder of the Gaelic League and served
on its executive from 1909 to 1916. He joined the Irish Republican Brotherhood in 1908.
During the War of Independence, he was battalion commander with the North Roscommon
Brigade of the IRA. He was interned for a period in Sligo Jail. He was among the Sinn Féin
members who were elected to Roscommon County Council en-block in 1920 and was elected
the Council chairman for one term. Because he was ‘on the run’ from the British authorities
at the time and could not be sure of attending the meetings, he relinquished the chairmanship
in 1921. He served on the Council until 1925. He supported the Treaty and was a founder
member of Cumann na nGaedheal. He was returned for Sinn Féin in Leitrim-North
Roscommon in the uncontested Dail election of 1921 and as a Coalition Treaty member
in 1922. He stood successfully as a Cumann na nGaedheal candidate for Roscommon in
the 1923 election but was defeated in the two 1927 elections. He then went on to teach for
many years at the Central Model School, Marlborough Street, Dublin. He was also a
founding member and a director of EBS Building Society. He died in the Bon Secours

Hospital, Glasnevin in March 1959 and was interred in Glasnevin Cemetery.

Neary, Patrick J. (1886-1971), poet, journalist, sportsman, public representative and republican.
A native of Ardleckna, Aughrim, he was educated at Aughrim primary school. In his youth,
he gained Connacht athletics championship awards and was a member of the county football
team. He was secretary of the Aughrim branch of the United Irish League and local organisations
which sought the division of large farms among tenants. He was the last secretary of Co.
Roscommon Executive of the Ancient Order of Hibernians. He was also interested in the
Gaelic revival through the local Gaelic League branch. He joined the Irish Republican
Brotherhood in October 1916 and was prominent in the Irish Volunteer Movement. He also
acted as a collector for the first National Loan. He served as a judge for the Republican Courts.



He was elected unopposed as a Sinn Féin member of Roscommon County Council in 1920
and served until 1925 representing the Boyle Area. He was also a member of the Carrick-
on-Shannon No. 2 District Council and Board of Guardians. Throughout his later life, he
was an active supporter of the Fianna Fail party. He was the author of hundreds of poem:s,
generally on patriotic topics. They were published in Old Moore’s Almanac, The Irish Packet,
The Irish Homestead, Roscommon Messenger, Roscommon Herald and Leitrim Observer.
He acted as the local press correspondent for several local and national newspapers. He died
in Our Lady’s Nursing Home, Strokestown in November 1971 and was buried in Aughrim
Cemetery. He was the son of John Neary (1838-1912), twin brother of Rev. Michael Neary
and father of Kathleen Neary, Maureen Neary and Kevin Neary.

Ward, Michael J. (1884-1959), retailer, hotelier, republican and public representative.
A native of Claremorris, Co. Mayo, he and his sisters inherited a hardware business on Green
Street, Boyle in 1910 from their uncle, John Flannery. When businesses developed in other
parts of Boyle, trade dwindled, and he converted the premises into a guesthouse which he
named The Princess Hotel. Much of the research for “The Heart of Ireland’ by Rev. Patrick
A. Sharkey was carried out in the hotel. Michael Ward, as the publisher, took the financial
risk on Ir. Sharkey’s book. Having supported the Count Plunkett campaign as director of
elections in 1917, he became a member of Sinn Féin in 1919 and was elected unopposed to
Roscommon County Council in 1920 and served until 1925 representing the Boyle area.
He died in February 1959 and was buried in Assylinn Cemetery, Boyle.

CASTLEREA

Beirne, Patrick J. (1882 - 1946), Grocer, publican and public representative.

A native of Barrack Street, Ballaghaderreen, he inherited his parent’s shop. As the Chairman
of then Castlerea Rural District Council, he was an ex-officio member of the Roscommon
County Council from 1914 until 1920. He was returned unopposed in the 1920 election for
Sinn Féin but resigned in 1921. He died in Monkstown. Co. Dublin in May 1946 and was
buried in Dean’s Grange, Cemetery. He was the father of Patrick W. Beirne and a brother of
John W. Beirne.

Brennan, John (1887 - 1973), GAA player, public representative and republican.
A native of Carrowkeel, Fuerty, Roscommon, he won a Connacht senior hurling championship
medal in 1906 and a provincial football medal in 1912 with Roscommon county teams.
Along with his brother Michael, he won a Connacht senior hurling championship medal in
1906 with the Roscommon county team. He was the captain of the Kilteevan IRA company and
imprisoned at Wakefield and Frongoch in 1916. He was appointed the first O/C of the South
Roscommon Brigade but became the Vice O/C when Dan O’Rourke took overall command
in late 1918. He was elected unopposed to Roscommon County Council for Sinn Féin in 1920
for the Castlereaarea and served untl 1925. Having taken the Anti-Treaty side, he was arrested
during the Civil War and interned in Athlone. He also served as chairman of Castlerea
District Council. He lived in Emlagh, Castleplunkett until he moved to Salthill, Galway,
where he died in December 1973. He was interred in St. Coman’s Cemetery Roscommon.
He was a brother of Rev. Patrick Brennan (1877 — 1951), Michael Brennan (1884 — 1970) and
Seamus O Braonain (1874 — 1961) and an uncle of Michael C. Brennan (1923 — 1996),
Rev Seamus Brennan (1929 — 2012) and Padraig Brennan (1919 — 2008).



Creaton, Denis (1874 - 1945), Farmer, merchant and public representative

A native of Market Square, Ballaghaderreen, he settled in Loughglynn where he had a shop
and owned a farm. He was the father of Rev, James Creaton (1915 — 1964) and Rev Patrick
Creaton and the uncle of the Rev James Creaton (1933 —2017) and Rev Sean Creaton
(1941 — 2004). He was elected to Roscommon County Council in 1914 and served until
1920 representing the Loughglynn area. He was elected unopposed in 1920 for Sinn Féin,
was reelected in the elections of 1925, 1928, and 1934 for Cumann na nGaedheal and Fine
Gael and served until 1942 representing the Castlerea area. He died at his home in January
1945 and was buried in Cuiltyboe Cemetery.

Lannin, Thomas - no information

Lavin, Bernard V. (1849 - 1924), farmer and public representative.

A native of Cloggarnagh, Frenchpark, he was elected unopposed to Roscommon County
Council in 1920 for Sinn Féin representing the Castlerea area but resigned in 1921.

He died in June 1924 at the County Infirmary, Roscommon.

ELPHIN

Colgan, John Joseph (1873 - 1957), auctioneer, public representative and republican.

A native of Main Street, Elphin, he carried on an auctioneering business in Elphin for many
years. He was a member of the Rural District Council and was elected unopposed to
Roscommon County Council in 1920 for Sinn Féin and served until 1925 representing the
Elphin area. During the War for Independence he was involved in various IRA activities and
was compelled to go ‘on the run’. He served as Sinn Féin director of elections in 1918, 1920
and 1923. He died in the Sacred Heart Home, Roscommon in October 1957 and was buried
in Elphin Cemetery.

Cox, John (1875 — 1962), farmer and public representative.

A native of Kilbarry, Tarmonbarry, he was elected unopposed to Roscommon County Council
in 1920 for Sinn Féin and served until 1925 representing the Elphin area. He died in May 1962
and was buried in Kilbarry Cemetery.

Greene, Michael (1895 - 1943), farmer, public representative and republican.

A native of Carrownskeheen, Kilglass, Strokestown, he was head of the local Irish Republican
Brotherhood organisation before joining the Kilglass Volunteer Company in 1917. He was
involved in many IRA actions during the War of Independence. He sided with the Anti-Treaty
forces during the Civil War. He was elected unopposed to Roscommon County Council in
1920 for Sinn Féin and served until 1925 representing the Elphin area. He was again elected
to the Council in 1934 for Fianna Fail and served until 1942. His widow, Kate E. Greene
(née Daly) who died in 1988, was a rate collector with Roscommon County Council for
thirty-seven years. He died at his home in Ruane in May 1943 and was interred in Kilglass
Cemetery.

Ryan, James - no information



ROSCOMMON

Brennan, Michael (1884 - 1970), farmer, GAA administrator, public representative and republican.
A native of Carrowkeel, Fuerty, Roscommon, he won a Connacht senior hurling championship
medal in 1906 and a provincial football medal in 1912 with Roscommon county teams. He was
chairman of the Roscommon GAA County Board from 1912 to 1915. He was a founder of
the Connacht GAA provincial council and became its first secretary. As a member of the GAA
Central Council, he was involved in the purchase of Croke Park in 1913. Michael played an
active role in Sinn Féin during the Troubles. Following the 1916 Rising while serving as
chairman of the Roscommon County GAA Board, he was arrested and interned in Glasgow,
Reading and Frongoch prisons until the general amnesty in 1917. In 1920, he was elected
unopposed as a Sinn Féin member of Roscommon County Council for the Roscommon
Town District and he remained a member until he retired in 1955. He proclaimed himself an
Independent in late 1920s and early 1930s but went on to serve for Fine Gael from 1934 to
1955 except in 1945 when he was elected as an Independent. He was elected the Council
vice-chairman in 1920 and chairman from 1921 to 1934, one of the longest continuous
periods by any person in the chair. He is credited with doing much to hold the Council together
during the Troubles and the early years of the new state. He was a member of all the

subsidiary council bodies at one time or another. He also represented the Council on the
Irish Tourist Association. He contested the 1923 general election for Roscommon as a

Farmers Union candidate but failed to win a seat. He gained a Dail seat as an Independent
in the two general elections of 1927, lost it for Cumann na nGaedheal in 1932, regained it in
1933 and held it as a Fine Gael TD from 1937 until he was defeated in 1943. He unsuccessfully
contested the succeeding three general elections, standing for Fine Gael in 1944 and 1951
and as an Independent in 1948. He died at Correal, Roscommon in October 1970 and
was interred in Athleague Cemetery. He was father of Michael C. Brennan (1923 — 1996),
and Padraig Brennan (1919 -2008), an uncle of Rev. Seamus Brennan (1929 —2012) and
a brother of Seamus O Braonain (1874 — 1961), John Brennan (1887 — 1973) and Rev.
Patrick Brennan (1877 — 1951).

Gavin, Patrick J. (1879 - 1966), farmer and public representative.

A native of Derrylahan, Ballydangan, Athlone, he was elected unopposed to Roscommon
County Council in 1920 for Sinn Féin and served until 1925 representing the Roscommon
area. He served as a member of the Galway-Roscommon Mental Health Board. He died in
January 1966 and was buried in Moore Cemetery.

Geraghty, George N. (1878 - 1952) Builder, army officer, public representative and republican.
A native of Castle Street, Roscommon, he was a stone mason by trade. Roscommon Gaels
GAA Club was founded in his house in 1901. In the late 1890s and early 1900s, he was active
in the Roscommon Labour League, Roscommon Literacy Society and the local branch of the
Gaelic League. He was member of the 3rd Battalion, South Roscommon IRA Brigade. He took
part in the Easter 1916 Rising with the 1st Battalion Dublin Brigade, and was arrested and jailed
at Wakefield Prison and Frongoch Camp. He was arrested again and interned at Usk Prison in
Wales from which he escaped in 1919. He was a long serving member of Roscommon Town
Commissioners and its chairman from 1911 to 1924 but was frequently absent due to his
involvement in the Troubles. He was elected unopposed to Roscommon County Council in
1920 for Sinn Féin and served until he resigned in 1923 representing the Roscommon Area.
During the War of Independence, he fought with the Dublin Brigade and after the Truce,



he took the Pro-Treaty side in the Civil War by joining the Free State Army. He had a series
of articles, Recollections of Roscommon, published in the Roscommon Champion between
April and June 1946. He died in Hume Street Hospital, Dublin in July 1952 and was interred
in St. Coman’s Cemetery, Roscommon. He was the father of Eamon Geraghty, brother of
James Geraghty, grandfather of George I. Geraghty and brother-in-law of Rev. James J.
McDermott (1872 - 1947)

Kelly, Denis Joseph (1855 - 1929), farmer, merchant, nationalist and public representative.
A native of Carrownadurly, Dysart, he was arrested in his shop at Dysart in 1881 for inciting
tenants not to pay rent and was imprisoned at Galway. Later in 1886, he was also imprisoned
for other Land War activities. After the split in the Irish Parliamentary Party, he sided with
Parnell. Later, he severed ties with the Irish Party and sided with Sinn Féin. He was elected
to Roscommon County Council for the Caltra area in every election from 1899 to 1925.
In the 1925 election, he stood for the Cumann na nGaedheal party. He served as chairman
of the Council from 1919 to 1920. He was a member of the Athlone Union Board of
Guardians and the Ballinasloe Mental Health Board. He retired from politics in 1928.
He was killed while on holiday in Dublin when he was struck by a bus in College Green
in July 1929. He was interred in Dysart Cemetery. He was the father of Brendan Power
Kelly, Denis J. Kelly and an uncle of Esmonde A. Power.

Kenny, James J. (1895 - 1979), farmer and public representative.

A native of Ballinlig, Fuerty, Roscommon, his family subsequently moved to Castlestrange,
Fuerty, Roscommon. He was the quartermaster of the Fuerty Company, 2nd Battalion,
South Roscommon IRA Brigade and of the 2nd Western Division during the War of
Independence. He served as chairman of Roscommon Board of Guardians from 1920 to
1921 and of Roscommon Rural District Council from 1920 to 1922. He was elected
unopposed to Roscommon County Council in 1920 for Sinn Féin and served until 1925
representing the Roscommon area. He unsuccessfully sought re-election as an Independent
candidate in 1928. He died in December 1979 at Liscarrow, Fuerty and was buried in
Fuerty Cemetery.

Shine, William (1860 - 1960), farmer, public representative, republican and centenarian.
A native of Clonown, Athlone, he was the father of Rev. Patrick Joseph Shine. After marrying,
he lived at Kielty, Drum, Athlone. He was a member of the Ir. Flanagan Sinn Féin Club,
Drum and the Drum Volunteer Company, 3rd Battalion, Athlone Brigade during the War of
Independence. He acted as a judge in the Drum Sinn Féin Court. He was elected unopposed
to Roscommon County Council in 1920 for Sinn Féin and served until 1925 representing the
Roscommon area. He also served on Athlone No. 2 Rural District Council. Afterwards, he
was an active member of Fianna Fail. He died at Kielty, Drum in July 1960 and was buried
at Clonown Cemetery.

CO-OPTED MEMBERS

Ledwith, Patrick (1882 - 1968), farmer and public representative.

A native of Cappyuse, Thomastown, Athlone, he was co-opted to the Roscommon County
Council as a Sinn Féin member in 1920 and was elected for Cumann na nGaedheal in 1925
representing the Roscommon area. He served as a member of the Council until 1928. He was
also a member of Roscommon Agricultural and Technical Instruction Committee. He died
at home in April 1968 and was interred in Moore Cemetery.



Madden, Richard Thomas (1884 - 1928), farmer and public representative.

A native of Ballinlough, he was educated at Mountjoy School, Dublin. He purchased Knockadoo
House and farm at Boyle in 1910. He raised cattle on an extensive scale. He was co-opted to
Roscommon County Council as a Sinn Féin member in 1920 but resigned in 1921. He died
at the Adelaide Hospital, Dublin in January 1928. He was a brother of Robert John Bowman
Madden.

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS

Feely, James Edward (1892-1965), police officer, military officer and republican.
A native of Greatmeadow, Boyle, he was a son of Patrick Joseph Feely a brother of Henry J.
Feely and an uncle of Patrick Feely. He joined the Volunteers in 1914 and the Irish Republican
Brotherhood a year later. He became the first commanding officer of the 1st Battalion, North
Roscommon IRA Brigade. He was arrested following the raid on Rockingham House in February
1918 and imprisoned in Belfast Jail where he went on hunger strike until found not guilty and
released. He was elected unopposed to Roscommon County Council in 1919 and served as a
judge in the Sinn Féin courts. He was again arrested in April 1920 and remained incarcerated
in Boyle and the Curragh until the Treaty was signed. He took the Pro-Treaty side and joined
the Free State Army at its inception as a commandant. He later joined the Gardai with the rank
of sergeant and served in Ballina, Co. Mayo, Cahir, Co. Tipperary and Rush, Co. Dublin.
He died in Boyle District Hospital in June 1965 and was buried in Assylinn Cemetery, Boyle.

McCormack, Joseph — no information
McGovern, Thomas — no information

Macken, Michael (1889-1958), farmer, public representative and republican.

A native of Lisdillure, Drum, Athlone, he was a brother of Hubert Macken. He was prominent
in the fight for independence in the Athlone area. Having been co-opted to the Athlone No. 2
Rural Council, he was appointed to serve as an ex-officio member of Roscommon County
Council from 1920 to 1925. He died at his home in May 1958 and was buried in Drum Cemetery.

Oates, James (1882-1957), farmer, public representative and republican.

A native of Gardentown, Cloontuskert, Roscommon, he was a member of the Cloontuskert
Company, 3rd Battalion, South Roscommon IRA Brigade during the War of Independence.
He served as an ex-officio member of Roscommon County Council from 1920 to 1925.
He died at his home in October 1957 and was buried in Cloontuskert Cemetery.

Sharkey, Winifred (Una) (1888-1943), merchant, public representative and republican.
A native of Drinaun, Strokestown, she was one of the well-known ‘Sharkey Sisters’ who took
a prominent part in the War of Independence. She and her sister; Lena, ran a newsagent and
novelty shop in Church Street, Strokestown. Because they sold republican song sheets, goods
valued at £3,450 were confiscated by the military authorities in May 1919. She was interned
three times under the Defence of the Realm Act for selling seditious literature. She was
unanimously elected to the chair of Strokestown District Council and Board of Guardians
in June 1920 and was an ex-officio member of Roscommon County Council from 1920 to

January 1923 when she resigned. When the County Home Committee of Management
was established in 1921, she was elected to take the chair. She was also president of the

Strokestown Legion of Mary and the local branch of the Third Order of St. Francis.
She died at home in September 1943 and was buried in Killina Cemetery. She was a sister of
Lena O’Doherty, John J. Sharkey; Rev. Patrick A. Sharkey and an aunt of Rev. Thomas D. Sharkey.

A Dictionary of Roscommon Biography, Michael T. Lennon, Self-published, 2020
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