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Purpose
To support small, high‑impact town and village initiatives through a streamlined micro-fund that prioritises deliverability, community benefit, and strategic alignment.
Funding Available
· €25,000 per Municipal District (MD) for 2026. Fund amount to be determined annually through the adopted Annual Budget.
· Funding may support (a) project development measures (e.g., design, feasibility, consents), or (b) match funding to strengthen applications to larger programmes.
· Up to three projects per MD per year will be funded. Funding in any one year is no guarantee of future funding or funding application.
Eligible Applicants
· Community/Voluntary bodies with demonstrated capacity to deliver projects including the management of procurement.
· Projects must be located within the relevant MD and benefit towns/villages.
· Projects that are for public benefit with no or minimal private gain
Eligible Project Types (examples, not exhaustive)
· Town centre public realm improvements, placemaking, accessibility upgrades.
· Feasibility, concept design, planning/Part 8 preparation, surveys, cost plans.
· Amenity and activation projects (wayfinding, small-scale greening, seating).
· Match funding contributions for active applications to T&V, ORIS, CLÁR, RRDF, URDF, LEADER, etc.
Ineligible
· Projects in the main towns (Ballaghaderreen, Boyle, Castlerea, Monksland, Strokestown, Roscommon)
· Projects without landowner consent (where relevant).
· Multi‑year, high‑risk, or complex procurement/permissions/ environmental beyond the annual delivery window.
· Operating costs, land or property acquisition, routine maintenance, staffing; retrospective costs; solely private benefit.



Criteria for selection of MD projects 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk221704198]Eight Selection Criteria for the Funding Scheme
1. Project Readiness (100 marks)
Only projects that are fully scoped, have landowner consent (where relevant), clear costings, and can start within 6 months may be considered.
2. Alignment with Strategic Plans (100 Marks)
Projects must directly support objectives in existing County Development Plans, Local Area Plans, Town and Village Plans,  LECP, Local Economic Development Plan.Scale Appropriate to Budget (100 Marks)
Projects must be deliverable within the €25,000 allocation. No high‑risk or multi‑phase projects.
3. Demonstrable Community Benefit/Evidence of Need & Impact (200 Marks)
Applications must show a measurable benefit to the local community (e.g., increased footfall, enhanced public realm, amenity improvements), with evidence rather than general statements.  Applications must include short, concrete evidence—photos, baseline conditions, data, or local consultation—to demonstrate a genuine local deficit or opportunity.
4. Administrative (100 marks) 
Projects must have a single lead applicant (e.g., community group, council unit) capable of delivering the project and handling procurement.
Projects must include a clear plan showing who will maintain, operate and insure the project after completion, ensuring long-term viability.
5. Match Funding Priority (100 Marks)
Applications for match funding for projects with secured grant funding, or that leverage this funding to strengthen larger funding bids (T&V, ORIS, CLÁR, RRDF, etc.), receive priority.

Application process

· Applications must be made via My Online Services at:  
https://roscommon-self.achieveservice.com (Before you begin you will be required to register for My Online Services at  www.roscommoncoco.ie or Login (if already registered) )

Application Requirements 
· Project summary, location map, and photos of current condition.
· Scope, outputs, and delivery timeline (start within 6 months; completion by year‑end where feasible).
· Detailed budget and funding profile (identify secured match funds).
· Governance & delivery: lead applicant, team, procurement route.
· Evidence of need and expected outcomes (e.g., footfall, amenity, safety, activation).
· Landowner consent (if applicable) and maintenance/operations plan.

Award Stage
All applications will be evaluated by an internal group of RCC and a recommendation on projects brought before the relevant Municipal District Members, at an MD meeting to be arranged, 
Applicants will be informed of a decision within 10 days of the meeting taking place.  All successful applicants will receive an e-mail with their offer with conditions of funding and procurement procedures. 


	


 



