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1. INTRODUCTION

| was contracted b$weeney Architects, Longfotd prepare an Appropriate Assessment
screening report for a proposed developmentsite at Monksland Athlone Co.
Roscommon

The proposed dvelopmentsite is situatedat Sli An Choiste, Monksland,Co.
Roscommon The proposed development will consist d¢iie construction of & no.
residential unitswith all associated site development works including widening of
existing site entrance, construction of access roads and footpaths, public & private open
spaces, car parking spaces, electric car charging points, boundary wall/fence, pedestrian
link, street lighting, ducting for utilities, hard & soft landscaped areas, removal of
existing trees and planting of new native trees, hedges and shrubs , formation of new
connections to existing foul services and to pumping station, attenuation tank for surface
water drainage and connection to existing utilities and all associated site works and
services.

This Appropriate Assessment screening report pertaibsugh Ree SAC 000440,
Lough Ree SPA 00406&iver Shannon Callows SAC 000216 and Middle Shannon
Callows SPA 004096 which are the closest protected sites to the prajeestapment
site (distanceangeof 1.94 kmi 2.6km).

This Appropriate Assessment Screening report has been prepared in compliance with
Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Irélaadidance for Planning
Authorities (DoEHLG 2009February 2010) and the European Communities (Birds and
Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (DoEHL®G order to assesmy potential impac of
this developmenprojecton the Natura 2000 network.

The closest Protected Sitere Lough Ree SAC 000440 and Lough B&& 004064

which attheir closest point is approximately94km to thenorth-east of the siteRiver
Shannon Callows SAC and Middle Shannon Callows SPA lie 2.6km to the south east of
the proposed site.

Therefore Appropriate Assessment under Article 6 (3) of the HaisitAirective is
required.

This report provides the information required in order to establish whether oenot th
proposedievelopmenis likely to have a poterdl impact on thseprotected sitsin

relation totheir conservatiorobjectives and specifically on the htis and species for
which thesesites have been designated.

1.1 Protected Sites

In accordance with the Guidance of Planning Authorities, it is suggested that Appropriate
Assessment screening takes into consideration the likely effects on any protected site
(SACs or SPASs) within 15km of the proposed works site. A 15 km zone of impact was
assessed fdhe proposed site

Appropriate Assessment screening takes into consideration the likely effects on any
protected site (SAC or SPA) within 15km of the proposed works Jiteese sites are
listed in Table 1.
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SITE PROTECTED SITE | SITE CODE DISTANCE FROM
SITE
Site at Lough Ree SAC 000440 1.94 km to nortkeast
Monksland
Lough Ree SPA 004064 1.94 km to nortkeast
River Shannon 000216 2.6 km tosoutheast
Callows SAC
Middle Shannon 004096 2.6 km to soutreast
Callows SPA
Castlesampson Eske 001625 5.74 km to soutiwest
SAC
Ballynamona Bog | 002339 5.95 km to northwest
and Corkip Lough
SAC
Crosswood Bog SAC 002337 725 km to south east
Cam Park Bog SAC | 002336 9.73 km to east
Lough Funshinagh | 000611 10.3 km to northwest
SAC
Pilgrims Road Esker | 001776
SAC 10.5 km to south
Mongan Bog SAC | 000580 11.1 km to south east
Mongan Bog SPA 004017 11.1 km to soutieast
Fin Lough Qffaly) 000576 12.3km to south east
SAC
Lough Croan 004139 13.5 km to north west
Turlough SPA
13.5 km to north west
Lough Croan 000610
Turlough SAC
Killeglan Grassland | 002214 13.8km to west
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SAC

Table 17 Protected Natura 2000 sites within 15km fosite

There are @ protected sites within 15km of the proposed developmentCxitlg. the first
four sites listed in Table 1 will be consideredther. The remainindl2 sites range from
5.74km to 13.8 km from the proposed site. There ismalrologicalconnectivity
between the proposed site and thessve sites thereforeadverse effects can be ruled
out.

Table21 Qualifying features and threats to each protected site



SITE

SITE
CODE

DISTANCE FROM
SITE

QUALIFYING
FEATURES
(Qualifying
Interests or
Special
Conservation
Interests)

SITE DESCRIPTION AND VULNERABILITY/THREATS

Lough Ree
SAC

000440

1.94 km to north
east

Natural eutrophic
lakes with
Magnopotamion or
Hydrocharition-
type vegetation
[3150]

Seminatural dry
grasslands and
scrubland facies on
calcareous
substratesHestuce
Brometalia) (*
important orchid
sites) [6210]

Active raised bogs
[7110]

Degraded raised
bogs still capable o
natural regeneratiol
[7120]

Alkaline fens
[7230]

Limestone
pavements [8240]

Bog woodland

Lough Ree is the third largest lake in Ireland and is situated in an
ice deepened depression in Car
Shannon system between Lanesborough and Athlone. It has a ver
indented shoreline and hence has many sheltered bays. Although 1
main habitat, by area, is the lake itself, interesting shoreline, terres
and semi aquatic habitats al s
The lake has been classified as mesotrophic in quality, but the sizg
the system means that a range of conditions prevail depending upg
example, rock type. This gives rise to local variations in nutrient stg
and pH, which in turn results in variations in the phytoplankton and
macrophyte flora.

The water of Lough Ree tends t
macrophytes to depths of less than 2 m, and as a consequence,
macrophytes are restricted to sheltered bays, where a typical Shan
flora occurs.

Reedbeds of Common Reed (Phragmites australis) are an extensi
habitat in a number of more sheltered places around the lake

Dry broadleaved semi natural
the | ake, mo st notably at St ]
Wood is recognised as the largest and most natural woodland in th
Midlands.

Small examples of raised bog occur, which are of interest in that th
show a natural transition through wet woodland and/or swamp to
lakeshore habitats

The lake itself contains one of only two populations in Ireland of the




[91DO0]

Alluvial forests
with Alnus
glutinosa and
Fraxinus excelsior
(Alno-Padion,
Alnion incanae,
Salicion albae)
[91EQ]

Lutra lutra (Otter)
[1355]

endangered fish species, Pollan (Coregonus autumnalis).

Smal | fl ocks of Greenl and Whi't
the E.U. Birds Directive, use several areas of callowland around th
lake in winter.

Some of the lake islands provide nesting sites for Common Tern, &
species listed on Annex | of tlieU. Birds Directive.

The lake also provides excellent breeding habitat for wildfowl,
including Common Scoter (30 40¢
as@ E n d a nig the RediData Book, and Tufted Duck (>200 pairg
There is a population of Otter around the lake. This species is liste
the Red Data Book as being threatened in Europe and is protected
Annex |l of the E.U. Habitats Directive.

Threats identified by NPWS

Land uses within the site include recreation in the form of cruiser h
angling, camping, picnicking and shooting. Chalet accommodation
occurs at a few |l ocations ar oy
on dry and wet grassland around the shore, and some hay is made¢
within the site. Some of these activities are damaging, but in a very
localised way, and require careful planning.

The main threat to the aquatic life in the lake comes from artificial
enrichment of the waters by agricultural and domestic waste, and g
by peat silt in suspension which is increasingly limiting the light
penetration, and thus restricting aquatic flora to shallower waters. £
present Lough Ree is less affected by eutrophication than Lough D

Lough Ree and its adjacent habitats are of major ecological
significance. Some of the woodlands around the lake are of excellg

qguality. St Johnags Wood is par
few remaining ancient woodlands in Ireland.

The lake itself is an excellent example of a mesotrophic to
moderate eutrophic system, sufj

diversity of breeding and wintering birds.




Lough Ree
SPA

004064

1.94km to north
east

Little Grebe
(Tachybaptus
ruficollis) [A004]

Whooper Swan
(Cygnus cygnus)
[A038]

Wigeon (Anas
penelope) [A050]

Teal (Anas crecca)
[A052]

Mallard (Anas
platyrhynchos)
[AO53]

Shoveler (Anas
clypeata) [A056]

Tufted Duck
(Aythya fuligula)
[AO61]

Common Scoter
(Melanitta nigra)
[A065]

Goldeneye
(Bucephala
clangula) [A067]

Coot (Fulica atra)
[A125]

Golden Plover
(Pluvialis apricaria)

Situated on the River Shannon between Lanesborough and Athlon
Lough Ree is the third largest lake in the Republic of Ireland. It lies
anice-deepened depression in Carboniferous Limestone. The lake
very long, indented shoreline and hence has many sheltered bays.
has a good scattering of islands, most of which are included in the

Lough Ree is one of the most important Midland sites for wintering
waterfowl. Greenland Whitonted Goose has been recorded on
occasion on the flooded margins of the site.

Lough Ree SPA is of high ornithological importance for both winter
and breeding birds. It supports nationathportant populations of
eleven wintering waterfowl species. The site has a range of breedil
waterfowl species, notably nationally important populations of
Common Scoter and Common Tern. Of particular note is the reguls
presence of three species, Whooper Swan, Golden Plover and Col
Tern, which are listed on Annex | of the E.U. Birds Directive. Parts
Lough Ree SPA are Wildfowl Sanctuaries.




[A140]

Lapwing (Vanellus
vanellus) [A142]

Common Tern
(Sterna hirundo)
[A193]

Wetland and
Waterbirds [A999]

River
Shannon
Callows SAC

000216

2.6 km to soutkeast

Molinia meadows
on calcareous,
peaty or clayessilt-
laden soils
(Molinion
caeruleae) [6410]

Lowland hay
meadows
(Alopecurus
pratensis,
Sanguisorba
officinalis) [6510]

Alkaline fens
[7230]

Limestone
pavements [8240]

Alluvial forests
with Alnus
glutinosa and
Fraxinus excelsior
(Alno-Padion,
Alnion incanae,

The River Shannon Callows is a long and diverse site which consig
seasonally flooded, sematural, lowland wet grassland, along and
beside the river between the towns of Athlone and Portumna. It is
approximately 50 km long and averages about 0.75 km wide (reacl
1.5 km wide in places). Along much of its length the site is bordere
raised bogs (many, but not all, of which are subject to {acgée
harvesting), esker ridges and limestdiseirock hills. The soils grade
from siltyalluvial to peat. fis site has a common boundary, and is
closely associated, with two other sites with similar habitats, River
Callows and Little Brosna Callows

Specific Threats identified by NPWS

The River Shannon is used increasingly for recreational purposes
coarse angling and boating accounting for much of the visitor num
Intermittent and scattered damage to the habitats has occurred dug
overdeepening of drains and peat silt deposition, wskéng,
ploughing and neglect of hay meadow (or reversion to pasture).
However, none of these damaging activities can yet be said to be |
a serious impact.
Threats to the quality of the site may come from the siting of boatin
marinas in areas away from centres of population, fertilising of
botanicallyrich fields, the use of herbicides, reversion of hay mead
to pasture, neglect of pasture and hay meadow, disturbance of birg




Salicion albae)
[91EQ]

Lutra lutra (Otter)
[1355]

boaters, anglers, birdwatchers and the general tourist. The mainter
of generally high water levels in winter and spring benefits all aspe
of the flora and fauna, but in this regard, summer flooding is a threg
breeding birds, and may cause neglect of farming.

The Shannon Callows has by far the largest area of lowland semi
natural grassland and associated aquatic habitats in Ireland, and o
which there is least disturbance of natural wetland processes.
Botanically, it is extremely diverse with two legally protected specig
plants and many scarce species. Excellent examples of two habital
listed on Annex | of the E.U. Habitats Directive occur within theisite
Molinia meadows and lowland hay meadows with good examples (
further three Annex habitats (twadth priority status).

In winter the site is internationally important for numbers and speci
waterfowl. In spring it feeds large numbers of birds on migration, af
summer it holds very large numbers of breeding waders, rare bree
birds and the endangered Corncrake, as well as a very wide variet
more common grassland and wetland birds. The presence of Otter
Annex Il species, adds further importance to the site.

Middle
Shannon
Callows SPA

004096

2.6 km to soutkeast

Whooper Swan
(Cygnus cygnus)
[A038]

Wigeon (Anas
penelope) [A050]

Corncrake (Crex
crex) [A122]

Golden Plover
(Pluvialisapricaria)
[A140]

Lapwing (Vanellus

The Middle Shannon Callows SPA is a long and diverse site which
extends for approximately 50 km from the town of Athlone to the to
of Portumna,; it lies within Counties Galway, Roscommon, Westme
Offaly and Tipperary.

The site has extensive areas of callow, or seasonally flooded, sem
natural, lowland wet grasslarapng both sides of the river. The
callows are mainly too soft for intensive farming but are used for hg
silage or for summer grazing. Other habitats of smaller area which
occur alongside the river include lowland dry grassland, freshwater
marshes, reedbeds and wet woodland. The diversity ofrszumal
habitats present and the sheer size of the site attract an excellent
diversity of bird species, including significant populations of severa
The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds
Directive, of special conservation interest for the following species:

10



vanellus) [A142]

Black-tailed
Godwit (Limosa
limosa) [A156]

Black-headed Gull
(Chroicocephalus
ridibundus) [A179]

Wetland and
Waterbirds [A999]

Whooper Swan, Wigeon, Corncrake, Golden Plover, Lapwing, Blag
tailed Godwit and Blacieaded Gull. It is also of special conservatig
interest for holding an assemblage of over 20,000 wintering waterb
The Middle Shannon Callows qualifies as a site of international
importance as it regularly supports in excess of 20,000 wintering
waterbirds

The callow grasslands provide optimum feeding grounds for these
various species of waterfowl, while many of the birds also roost or
within the site. The Shannon Callows is also an important site for
breeding waders with the total population on the Shannon and Littl
Brosna Callows being one of three major concentrations in Ireland
Britain in 1987. The Middle Shannon Callows SPA is an internation
important site that supports an assemblage of over 20,000 winterin
waterbirds. It holds internatiafly important populations of two specig
- Whooper Swan and Bladkiled Godwit. In addition, there are four
species that have wintering populations of national importance. Th
also supports a nationally important breeding population of Corncrg
Of particular note is that several of the species which occur regular
are listed on Annex | of the E.U. Birds Directive, i.e. Whooper Swa
Corncrake and Golden Plover.

11



Only four protected siteLough Ree SAC, Lough Ree SPA, River Shannon Callows SAC
and Middle Shannon Callows SRl be considered further. None of the other sites or
their qualifying interests will be affected by this proposed development.

Lough Ree SAC and SPA are located approximately 1.94km to the nortbfilest

proposed site and River Shannon Callows SC/ Middle Shannon Callows SPA are located
approximately 2.6 km to south east of the proposed site at Monksland.

Lough Ree SPA is selected as a Special Protection Area for the following bird species
Little Grebe Whooper Swa, Wigeon Teal Mallard, Shoveley Tufted Duck Common
Scoter GoldeneyeCoot, Golden PloverLapwing Common TerrandWetland and
Waterbirds None of these bird species will be affecbydthis proposed development.

Middle Shannon Callows SPi& designated foWwhooper Swa, Wigeon Corncrake

Golden PloverLapwing Black-tailed Godwit Black-headed GulandWetland and
Waterbirds None of these species will be affected by the proposed development which
lies over2.6 km from the site.

Neit her of these two SPAO6s wil/l be consi der e

2. METHODOLOGY OF SCREENING

This screening report examines whether the effects gfrtipposechousng development
projectat Monkslandtownlandwill have a negative effect drough Ree SAQRiver
Shannon Callows SAGr ontheir Qualifying Interests.

2.1 Appropriate Assessment
The assessment of a proposed project likely to affect a Natura 2000 sitstege 4
process

The assessment of a proposed project likely to affect a Natura 2000 sitstege 4
process

1. Screening/Test of Significan¢adentifies the likely impacts upon a Natura 2000
site of the particular project and decides whether these impacts are significant or
not.

2. Appropriate Assessmentthe consideration of the impact of the project on the
Natura 2000 site with respect to sites structure and function and its conservation
objectives. Where there are adverse impacts there must be an assessment of
potential mitigation of those impacts. The results are presented in a Natura Impact
Statement (NIS).

3. Assessment of Alternative Solutiongxplores alternative ways of conducting the
project that avoid adverse impacts on the Natura 2000 site

4. Assessment where adverse impacts refmain assessment of compensatory
measures where an assessment of Imperative Reasons for Overriding Public
Interest, it is deemed that the project should continue.

12



This report is comprised of the ecological impact assessment and testing required under
the provisions of Article 6(3) by means of the first stage of Appropriate Assessment
Stage 1- the screening process

EU Guidance states:

AThis stage examines the likely effects of a project or plan, either alone or in
combination with other projects or plans, upon a Natura 2000 site and considers whether
it can be objectively concluded that these effects will not be signdicant

This report also provides the information required for the Competent Authority to

complete the Appropriate Assessment (Stage 2) should this be necessary in the opinion of

the Competent Authority. Screening has been undertaken in accordance with the
European Commi ssionds Guidance on Appropriat
2001) which comprises the following:

1. Description of the Plan

2. ldentification of Natura 2000 Sites potentially affected by the Plan

3. ldentification and Description of Individual a@bumulative impacts likely to
result from the Plan

4. Assessment of the Significance of the impacts identified on the Conservation
Objectives of the site(s)

5. Exclusion of sites where it can be objectively concluded that there will be no
significant impacts on conservation objectives

Following the guidelines set out by NPWS (2009), Appropriate Assessment Screening
(Phase X Appropriate Assessment) is the process that addresses and records the
reasoning and conclusions in relation to the first two teststadle 6(3) of the EU
Habitats Directive
(1) Is the plan or project directly connected to or necessary for the management of the
site?
(2) Is the plan or project, alone or in combination with other such plans or projects
likely to have significant negative effects on a Natura 2000 site(s) in view of the
conservation objectives of that site(s)?

The proposedonstructionvorks do not comply with the first screening test as the

proposed development is not directly connected to, or necessary for the management of
any Natura 2000 site. This screening exercise will therefore inform the Appropriate
Assessment process in determining whether the proposed development, alone or in
combination with other plans or projects, is likely to have significant effects on the

Natura 2000 sites within the study area.

If effects are deemed to be significant, potentially significant, or uncertain, or if the
screening process becomes overtly complicated, then the Appropriate Assessment
process must proceed to Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment and the preparation of a Natura
Impact Statement (NIS).

13



2.2 Guidance and Data Sources

The following documents have been used to complete this Stage 1 Appropriate

Assessment:
Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Irel&ddance for Planning
Authorities. (Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government,
2010).
Assessment of plans and projects significantly affecting Natura 2000 sites
Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats
Directive 92/43/EEC.
Appropriate Assessment under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive: Guidance for
Planning Authorities (Reference: NPW 1/10 & PSSP 2/10).
Managing Natura 2000 Site§ he provi si ons of Article 6 ¢
Directive 92/43/EEC.

Appropriate Assessment Mapping Toolatw.qgis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/AAGeoTool

14
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3. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT

The proposedevelopmensiteis a greenfield sitsituated asli An Choiste, Monksland,

Co. Roscommarilhe site is situated to the west of Athlone Town and west of the River
Shannon.

The proposed development will consistlod construction of & no. residential units

which comprises ofa) Type A 12 no. two storey 2 bed sehetached houses (b.) Type

B - 18 no. two storey 3 bed semhetached houses. (c.) Type B2 no. two storey 3 bed
semidetached houses (d.) Type-B2no. two storey 3 bed semetached houses. (e.)

Type G 9 no. two storey 2 bed terraced houses, f.) Typd. Do. single storey 3 bed
detached house g.) Type B1 no. single storey 3 bed detached house g.) Typé 1io.

single storey 2 bed semidetached howg#s all associated site development works
including widening of existing site entrance, construction of access roads and footpaths,
public & private open spaces, car parking spaces, electric car charging points, boundary
wall/fence, pedestrian link, street lighting, ducting for utilities, hard & soft landscaped
areas, removal of existing trees and planting of new native trees, hedges and shrubs ,
formation of new connections to existing foul services and to pumping station,
attenuation tank for surface water drainage and connection to existing utilities and all
associated site works and services.

River Shannon
Callows SAC/
Middle
Shannon
Callows SPA

Figure '|'position of proposed site for hang indicated by red statough Ree
SAC/SPA is indicated by red/pink hatching 1.94 km to ne#ht of site and River
Shannon Callows/AC/Middle Shannon Callows SPA 2.6km to soetst of site
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Fiwg'l'j're 21 Aerial photoof proposed siteThe habitat on site is improved agricultural-grassland
surrounded by mature hedgerows and tree lines

SITE VISIT

A site visit was conducted &1 December 2022 to conduct an ecological walkover

survey and survey the site for invasplantspeciesThe entrance to the site is at the
southeast corner of the site. The site is currently a greenfield site. The site is comprised
of improved agricultural grassland surrounded by mature hedgerows/treelines. The site is
partly divided by a mature treeline running north south from the centre of the southern
site boundary. Anaturelaneway flanked by mature hedgerow on both sides runs in a
northerly direction from the entrance gate and forms the eastern boundary of the site.

The eastern boundary is comprised of mature hawthorn, ash and blackthorn. The ash is
heavily ivy-covered. The northern site boundary is comprised of mainly mature ash trees
I many with signs of of Ash diback disease. There is also hawthorn in the northern
boundary. A mature ash showing signs ofdhback disease is situated approximately
halfway along length of western boundaByiars are encroaching into the field from the
western boundary.

16



The southern boundary is comprised mainly of mature hawthorn, blackthorn and some
birch, with a cement wall behind the treeline.

The hedgerow projecting into the field from the southern boundary is comprised of
mainly mature hawthorn.

Signs of badgers feeding (snuffle holes) were recorded at thegastizorner of the

field and along the northern boundary. Badgers pass through the northern boundary
hedge. The field boundaries and the laneway running north from the entrance gate were
surveyed for badger setts. No badger setts were located. Any badger setts are most likely
to be situated to the north of the site.

No invasive plants were recorded on site.

PHOTOGRAPHS

Photo 1i entrance gate to site and entrance to laneway on right hand side (red arrow)
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Photo 3 ivy covered ash in eastern boundary hedgerow
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Photo 5 mature ash trees on eastern boundary
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N %

Photo 6/ mature ash trees on eastern boundary with heavy ivy cover

Photo 7i north east corner of site looking along northern boundary
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Photo 8 badger snuffldnoles close to northern boundary of site

Photo 9 looking south across site from northern boundary hedge
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Photo 111 heavy ivy cover on mature ash on northern boundary with adtaediaisease
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Photo 12 canker on ash bough caused by askbdiek diseaseé cavities provide potential
roosting sites for bats

Photo 13 base of mature ash tree in treeline of northern boundary
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Photo 15 badger trails from site through northern treeline
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Photo 17 western boundary of site
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Photo 18 mature ash tree on western boundary of site

Photo 19 western boundary of siielooking south
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Photo 20" western boundary of siielooking south

Photo 211 south western corner of site backing onto rear gardens of adjacent estate

27



Photo 22 southern boundary treeline witlhncrete wall to rear of treelifidooking east

Photo 23 fox trail in grass along southern boundary
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