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Roscommon County Council       

REVENUE ACCOUNT INCOME & EXPENDITURE SUMMARY BY SERVICE DIVISION  

Management Accounts Summary to 31st March 2026     
 EXPENDITURE  INCOME    NET  

Expenditure 
Incurred up to 

31/03/2026 

Adopted Full 
Year Budget 

 
Income 

Receivable up 
to 

31/03/2026 

Adopted Full 
year Budget 

 
Actual Overall 

Surplus/ (Deficit) 

  

 
  

€ € € € € 
Housing & Building 2,674,310 13,133,547  3,110,357 13,767,620  436,047 
Road Transport & Safety 3,279,895 32,964,999  586,921 24,797,533  (2,692,974) 
Water Services 717,005 4,802,908  796,272 4,289,712  79,266 
Development Management 2,243,653 12,369,376  1,220,788 4,017,228  (1,022,866) 
Environmental Services 2,085,020 9,015,933  287,442 2,305,373  (1,797,578) 
Recreation & Amenity 1,187,155 7,053,906  407,605 1,418,676  (779,550) 
Agriculture, Education, Health & Welfare 51,851 644,055  18,715 165,467  (33,136) 
Miscellaneous Services 1,602,352 6,089,546  587,176 8,286,611  (1,015,176) 
Central Management Charges 2,985,554 0  106,102 0  (2,879,452) 
Local Government Fund/General 
Purpose Grant 0 0  2,155,891 12,935,350  2,155,891 
Pension Levy 0 0  0 0  0 
Rates 0 0  3,595,539 14,091,050  3,595,539 

 16,826,794 86,074,270  12,872,806 86,074,621  (3,953,988) 
        

Note 1;The Central Management Charge is allocated one month in arrears.  The costs included in the Central Management Charge are 
distributed among Divisions A-H and include costs from Area Offices, Corporate Affairs, Corporate buildings, Finance, Human 
Resources, IT Print & Post Room Services, Pension & Lump Sums.     
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SUMMARY OF MAJOR COLLECTIONS AS AT 31ST MARCH 2026 

Debt Type 
Opening 
Balance Accrued 

Vacant 
Property 

Adjustments 
Write 

Off/Waivers 
Total for 

Collection Collected 
Closing  
Balance 

Specific 
Doubtful 
Arrears 

% 
Collection 

% 
Collection 

Previous 
Year 

           
Commercial 
Rates 1,045,357 14,382,157 

 
257,089 315,052 14,855,373 4,690,817 10,164,557 

 
16,319 32%        24% 

           
           
Rents & 
Annuities 873,139 1,824,282 

- 
 

2,697,421 1,804,178 893,243 
- 

67% 67% 

           
           
Housing Loans 23,290 147,372  - - 170,662 157,918 12,744 - 93% 69% 

 
 

RECOURSE TO OVERDRAFT 
There has been no recourse to overdraft during the month of March 2026 
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7 
 

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 
A project to optimise the use of space in the Aras an Chontae building has been completed. This 
project has created efficiencies for Housing, Integration, Information Systems, Human 
Resources and Management Team.  

 
Additional Office Space for Housing created as part of the Optimisation Project, completed in Q1 

2026. 
 
Assets and Energy Management continue to manage the day-to-day maintenance of Aras an 
Chontae, including management of maintenance contractors, preventative maintenance 
programmes and reactive maintenance actions.  
Assets and Energy Management are responsible for maintaining council buildings, such as 
libraries, area offices, courthouses and public amenities and are currently progressing with 
maintenance and upgrade works on: 

• Boyle Courthouse 
• Strokestown Area Office 
• Roscommon Dog Pound 
• Strokestown Courthouse 

 
Assets and Energy Management are responsible for the maintenance and operation of 
Roscommon County Council’s innovation hubs in Boyle (An Ríoga) and Monksland (Monksland 
Innovation Hub), overseeing the appointment of maintenance contractors, implementation of 
emergency procedures and responding to emergency callouts. 
 
Assets and Energy Management are actively managing an incident in King House. Specialist 
contractors have been commissioned and are working on the issue. 
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ASSETS 
Assets and Energy Management are responsible for maintenance of the PIR (Property Interest 
Register) for all Building and Land Assets in County Roscommon on an ongoing basis.  
 
The Assets Team ensure the latest property data for Roscommon County Council is available to 
the OPW. In Q1 of 2026, an update of Folios was received from Tailte Eireann and is now being 
prepared for submission to OPW. 
 
The Assets Team liaise with Finance and other Sections to ensure that the Fixed Asset Register 
(FAR) is kept up to date and consistent with the current Property Interest Register (PIR). 
 
To enhance Roscommon County Council’s capabilities in this regard, The Assets Team are 
working with Mallon Technologies to design and install a new digital Asset Management System 
for Roscommon County Council. This will bring us into line with other local authorities. 
 

 
Assets and Energy Management are working with Mallon Technologies on the implementation of a 

modern GIS-based asset management application 
 
The Assets Team are responsible for the administrative and technical management of Lettings, 
Leases, Acquisitions and Disposals of Roscommon County Council assets as they arise. 
 

ENERGY 
A project to increase the energy efficiency of Áras an Chontae was completed in Q1 of 2026. This 
project included the installation of 180 solar photovoltaic panels on the roof of Aras an Chontae, 
an enhanced Building Management System and retrofitting of all light fittings with efficient LED 
fittings. It is estimated that these measures will save the council around 140,000 kWhrs of 
electricity per annum, enough to power around 33 homes and leading to an annual saving of 
around €40,000. 
This project received support from SEAI under the Pathfinder Programme.  
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PV Panels being delivered to Roscommon County Council in February 2026 

 

 

Energy Team are running the ‘Reduce Your Use’ national energy saving 
campaign across the organisation. 

 

Asset and Energy Management are continuing to monitor and review 
significant energy usage in Roscommon County Council Buildings 
through the use of our energy management database, ‘Energy Elephant’. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Energy Monitoring & Reporting (M&R) 2025/2026 
Electrical energy usage was uploaded to the M&R system on 31st January 
2026. 

 
The Energy Team are currently collating thermal energy (i.e. heating oil, 
gas, fleet diesel, etc.)  data for uploading to the SEAI M&R system. 

 
Roscommon County Council are now 40% more energy efficient than in 
our baseline year (2009), meaning we are on track to achieve our 50% 
improvement in energy efficiency by 2030. 

 
Greenhouse gas emissions have decreased by 6%. This is our ‘Gap to 
Target’.  
The Energy Management Team are actively working with SEAI agents 
(Consulteco) to model the impact of Roscommon County Council’s 
project pipeline on our gap-to-target model (GTT model). The gap-to-
target model (GTT model) is a spreadsheet model for use by public 
bodies to evaluate their energy efficiency (EE) performance and energy-
related greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions over time, using data and 
methodologies from SEAI’s Public Sector Monitoring & Reporting (M&R) 
system. 
 
To address the greenhouse gas ‘gap to target’, Assets and Energy 
Management are continuing to work with SEAI and the Midlands Energy 
Agency to decarbonise our buildings and are assisting the Roads and 
Transportation Department with their ongoing fleet decarbonisation. 
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 Assets and Energy Management have advertised for tenderers for an 
Integrated Design Team to lead a major decarbonisation project for 
Roscommon Leisure Centre. This project is being funded in part by 
SEAI through their pathfinder programme. 

 

PUBLIC LIGHTING 
• The Public Lighting Team manages the ongoing repair and maintenance of school warning 

lights, Belisha beacons and public lighting fixtures. 
• A project to retrofit all public lighting columns with energy efficient luminaires is now 

substantially complete.  
o Of the Roscommon County Council public lighting network, 94% of lanterns are 

now fitted with LED technology.  
o This resulted in a 52% decrease in annual electrical usage (almost 1.8m kWhrs 

annually) when compared to April 2018.  
o This is in spite of our total number of lights increasing from 6,324 to 8,043.  

• Due to changes in ESB regulations, many public lighting fixtures now require ‘unbundling’ 
from the ESB network before any repair works can take place. This requires groundworks 
(excavations, laying of ducts, reinstatement) and reconnection to the ESB network and is 
therefore more costly and time-consuming compared to normal public lighting repairs. 

o Assets and Energy Management are carrying out surveys with our Public Lighting 
Maintenance Contractor to determine the extent and location of the fixtures 
which require ‘unbundling.’ 

o Assets and Energy Management will extend our maintenance programme to 
address this issue substantially in the short to medium term. 

• Updates to the DeadSure Inventory and UMR are managed by the Public Lighting Team 
on a continuous basis. 

• Taking-in-Charge of Estates (Public Lighting) is continuing in conjunction with Planning 
and Roads Sections. Updates are posted to Roscommon County Council website.  
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BUILDING CONTROL AND MARKET 
SURVEILLANCE OFFICE 

COMPLETIONS, INSPECTIONS AND  
COMMENCEMENTS 

MARKET SURVEILLANCE AND OTHER 
ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY 
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32 
Total Dwellings 
Completed in Q1 
2026 
 
 
 

 
 

Roscommon County Council is the statutory Building Control Authority 
for County Roscommon and administers the Building Control System.  
Note: The following data reflects applications submitted in 2026 and 
does not measure Pre 2026 submissions. The following data reflects all 
notified construction activity taking place in Co. Roscommon since 1st 
January 2026. 
 
The Building Control Regulations 1997 (as amended) provide for the 
implementation of and compliance with the requirements of the Building 
Regulations. These regulations generally apply to new buildings and existing 
buildings which undergo an extension, a material alteration or a material 
change of use.  
 
Certificate of Compliance on Completion Q1 2026: 
In Q1 2026, there were 17 CCC applications made on the BCMS.  A total of 9 
site inspections were carried out on these applications by Roscommon 
Building Control Authority.   
 
These applications varied from Modular Classrooms, Substation building at 
a Solar Farm, Warehouse, domestic extensions, new commercial buildings, 
new single and multiple dwelling developments.  Total new dwellings notified 
as completed in Co. Roscommon in Q1 2026 (Including Apartments (4) is 32). 
 

8  
Disability Access 
Certificates 
 

 
 
 

Disability Access Certificates (DAC) Q1 2026: 
There were 8 No. Disability Access Certificate applications submitted in Q1 
2026.   

• 4 No. Disability Access Certificates were submitted and applications 
currently being assessed.   

• 3 No. Disability Access Certificates applications were granted or 
granted with conditions after revised information was sought and 
further assessed.   

• 1 No. Disability Access Certificate currently at further information 
stage. 

 
A Disability Access Certificate is required for works to buildings other than 
dwelling houses where Part M applies, and the works commence on or after 
1 January 2010. 

12    
Fire Safety 
Certificate 
Applications 

 

Fire Safety Certificate Application (FSC) Q1 2026: 
There were 12 No. Fire Safety Certificate applications submitted in Q1 2026.   

• 7 No. Fire Safety Certificate applications Submitted and Granted.   
• 5 No. Fire Safety Certificate applications currently under 

assessment. 
 

A Fire Safety Certificate is issued by the Building Control Authority and 
certifies that the works or building, if constructed in accordance with the 
plans submitted, will comply with Part B (Fire Safety) of the Building 
Regulations. 
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9 
Building Control 
Inspections  
Q1 2026 

 

Building Control Inspections Q1 2026: 
A number of inspections were carried out in Q1 2026, and some which do not 
form part of our required inspection NOAC returns which refer to the 
construction of new buildings only notified in Q1 2026.   
 
A joint inspection was carried out in Monksland on Wednesday 25th February 
2026 between Roscommon County Council Building Control and 2 
representative’s from the National Building Control Office. 2 No. sites were 
inspected namely the Construction of 32 no. housing units, Woodberry 
Manor, Site 2, Monksland, Athlone and the Construction of 24 houses at Lus 
na Greine, Monksland. 

 
 

57  
Commencement 
Notices  
Q1 2026 
 

 

Commencement Notices Q1 2026: 
The breakdown of Commencement Notices submitted in Q1 2026 is as 
follows: 

• 12 No. Commencement Notice With Compliance Documentation 
submitted which include 58 No. Houses and 5 No. Commercial units. 

• 10 No. Commencement Notice Without Compliance Documentation 
submitted of which 3 were deemed invalid. This relates mainly to 
domestic garages and small extensions. 

• 30 No. Commencement Notice with Opt Out Declaration submitted 
of which 3 No. were deemed invalid. This related to 14 New Dwellings 
and 13 No. Extensions / Renovations. 

• 5 No. 7 Day Notice of which 2 were deemed invalid. This related to 
commercial activity. 

 
       Total No. of New Dwellings = 72. 
       Total No. of Extensions / Renovations = 13. 
       Total No. of New Commercial = 8. 
 

 

Market Surveillance and Other Enforcement Activity: 
The Council is also the designated enforcement authority for the purposes of ensuring 
compliance with other legislation as follows:  
• Marketing of construction products in line with the European Union (Construction Product) 

Regulations 2013 (SI No. 225 of 2013); Appendix I.  
• National Building Control and Market Surveillance Office working with Roscommon County 

Council Building Control Office to carry out sampling and testing of Aggregates from Co. 
Roscommon suppliers during Q1 2026 as part of this Market Surveillance work. 

• Building Energy Rating Certificates for buildings in line with the European Union (Energy 
Performance of Buildings) Regulations 2012 (SI No. 243 of 2012); Appendix II.  

• Registration of multi-storey buildings for the purposes of the Local Government (Multi-storey 
Buildings) Act 1988. 
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CLIMATE ACTION 
 
 

 

Climate Action Team 
The Five thematic subcommittees, established to progress individual 
actions contained in the LACAP (across the areas of Transport and Green 
Infrastructure, Climate Action Training, Community and Procurement, 
Low Cabon and Circular Economy and Agriculture and Rural 
Development) each met in January. A summary of progress in each area 
was presented by the Chair of each subcommittee to the Q4 Climate 
Action Team meeting held on 5th February. In addition to relevant actions, 
each subcommittee focusses on the progression of projects and 
initiatives in the Roscommon Town Decarbonisation Zone.  
Subcommittee meetings are ongoing and the next CAT meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday 14th May. 
 
The Local Authority Climate Action Plan Implementation Report 2025 
was submitted to the elected members at the March Plenary Meeting, 
detailing progress in achieving actions across the second year of the 
plan. 

 

Phase One of the CCAP has concluded, with 15 projects from strand 1 
and 2 from Stand 1a completed. A project portfolio has been submitted 
to DCEE for approval to commence Phase 2. 

 

The Climate Unit continue to liaise with SEAI mentors to promote SEC 
development and the preparation of Energy Masterplans (EMP).  A total 
of six EMPs are in preparation for Ballaghaderreen, Ballyleague, Boyle, 
Strokestown, Gorthaganny and Kiltullagh.  The Climate Unit continue to 
engage in promotional events with mentors, most recently in 
Strokestown 25th March, to highlight energy efficiency and development 
of renewables and encourage SEC development throughout the County. 

 

EU JTF EV-WT Programme 
The JT funded electric vehicle maintenance and repair and DIY Wind 
Turbine construction (EV-WT) courses are ongoing in association with 
the GRETB. An extension was received to continue this programme from 
its original end-date on 31st March up to September 2026.   
A showcase event was hosted by RCC on 30th January in the refurbished 
premises at Racecourse road conjunction with GRETB and EMRA. Caitlín 
Conneely, Acting RCC CEO addressed elected members, TDs, Senators, 
Regional Assembly Members, MEPs, EU commission representatives 
and attendees from a wide range of sectors on the day.   
Videos of the event are available at Climate Action showcase event - 
Roscommon County Council 

 

EU JTF Start 
Applications opened for the new Just Transition Fund START (Sustainable 
Transition through climate Action for a Resilient Territory) scheme in 
February 2026.  The scheme will offer up to €30 million in 
funding to Local Authorities in the EU JTF Territory, supporting local 

https://www.roscommoncoco.ie/en/services/climate-action/climate-action-showcase-event.html
https://www.roscommoncoco.ie/en/services/climate-action/climate-action-showcase-event.html


16 
 

projects that contribute to the environmental and social development of 
the region, co-funded by the Government of Ireland and the European 
Union.  
 
The Climate Unit, in conjunction with Regeneration, Active Travel, Rural 
Water and Assets, and in partnership with ATU and community 
organisations, submitted 12 expressions of interest in the scheme 
across a range of themes totalling a potential €8.5m. Feedback is 
anticipated in early April in advance of the formal application process.    

 

 
Community Climate Innovation 
The Climate Unit are running a Community Climate innovation course 
in conjunction with Trinity College, Munster Technological University 
and Galway, Offaly, Leitrim, Westmeath County Councils. The course 
is open to Local Authority staff, communities, business and 
individuals, aiming to build capacity and upskill, support RCC to meet 
its climate targets and scale up insights across regions to co-develop 
climate solutions nationally. The programme is delivered on a hybrid 
basis in four phases, each phase lasting one month.  10 places are 
available for micro-accreditation from MTU. The course will commence 
early Q2 2026.  

Decarbonising Zone 
The Climate Action Unit has engaged with consultants on the 
preparation of a dedicated national DZ website, funded under Strand 2 
of the Community Climate Action Programme. This resource is now 
available to communities in DZs throughout the country to inspire and 
promote climate actions within their locality.  The Roscommon 
Element of the project will launched in Q1 2026 and is available here:  
Roscommon Town Decarbonising Zone (DZ) | CONNECTED 

 
Nature-based solutions 
The Climate Unit, with the biodiversity officer, community section, 
Active Travel and Roscommon MD submitted applications under the 
European Regional Development Fund for the development of nature-
based solutions in Roscommon Town and a feasibility study for the 
future potential of the River Jiggy. These projects will focus on climate 
adaptation, flood protection and management, biodiversity, habitat 
and water quality protection and enhancement, amenity and overall 
quality of life within the DZ.   

  

Applications were also made for LAWPRO funding in conjunction with 
the Community section on behalf of community organisations for the 
installation of rainwater planters and a design brief for NbS in 
Roscommon Town.  Further applications were made to LAWPRO under 
their Local Authority Funding Scheme for the installation of a range of 
NbS in conjunction with Active Travel projects. Decisions on these 
applications are anticipated by the end of Q1/early Q2, with works to 
commence in Q3 2026 on foot of this. 

https://climateconnected.ie/2026/01/21/roscommon-town-decarbonising-zone-dz/
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Smarter Workplaces 
Roscommon County Council are working with the NTA on the 
development of a mobility Strategy for the organisation in support of 
LACAP Action BET 9. 

 
National Tree Week 
The Climate Unit, in conjunction with the Biodiversity officer, launched 
the Tree Management Guidelines, which provide advice on the planting 
and maintenance of trees in support of climate action, biodiversity 
enhancement and amenity throughout the County. These will shortly 
issue on the Council website. A Tree Giveaway for local individuals and 
community Groups in the DZ was also launched, inviting groups and 
individuals to plant native trees in appropriate places throughout the 
town. This will be extended countywide in Q3. 
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COMMUNITY AND CULTURE 
COMMUNITY 

ARTS AND CULTURE 
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COMMUNITY 

LEADER PROGRAMME 2023-2027   

  

• All administrative checks and claim checks in Q1 of 2026 
complete. No outstanding checks into Q2. 

• January 2026 – 2 projects moved to stage 12 – claim complete. 
• March 2026 – 3 projects moved to stage 12 – claim complete. 
• Q1/26 Implementing Partner animated costs prepaid on 13th Feb. 

 
 

LOCAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (LCDC) AND LECP 

 • Last LCDC meeting took place on 25.02.26.  Next meeting 
scheduled for 22.04.26 

• At the February meeting a new Chairperson was elected - Cllr. 
Laurance Fallon replaces Mr. Shane Tiernan having completed his 
3-year term. Mr Eamon Hannan was voted to continue in his role as 
Vice Chair.  

• Conflict of interest and register of interest forms for Staff, 
Evaluation Committee and Board members for 2026 is fully up to 
date and ready for Audit 

• LCDC Membership is fully up to date with 2 Representatives – 
Disability Sector and Trade Union Sector having been proposed by 
their parent organisation to serve a further 3-year term on the 
Committee. 

• SICAP – End of Year Review 2025 – Approved at the LCDC Meeting 
of 22.04.26 

SICAP – Annual Plan 2026 – Approved at the LCDC Meeting of 22.04.26 
• Still awaiting guidance from the Department in relation to the 

updated LCDC Guidelines 2016 and the Local and National 
Communications Campaign for LCDC.  The new guidelines are 
currently with NALA – National Adult Literacy agency -to ensure 
that the language used is plain and simple.  An Irish version is also 
currently being created 

• 1 LCDC member to receive the LCDC Education.   
• All LCDC travel expenses for 2025 processed. 

 

LOCAL ENHANCEMENT PROGRAMME (LEP) 2025 

 

• Local Enhancement Programme 2025 closed.  
• Surplus of €7267.87 carried over into 2026. 
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LOCAL ENHANCEMENT PROGRAMME (LEP) 2026 

 

• Local Enhancement Programme 2026 opened on 19 January.  
• Application process closed on 27 February. 140 applications 

received.  
• LEP workshops took place in Boyle, Castlerea, Monksland, 

Roscommon and Strokestown in January and February. 
• Evaluation Committee meeting took place on 31 March and 

agreed on scoring criteria for projects. 
• Department returns currently being prepared for 22 April 

deadline. 
• Announcement by The Department on successful projects 

expected in Q2. 
 

LAMA AWARDS 

 

• LAMA Awards 2026 took place on 28th 
February in the Dublin Royal Convention 
Centre.  Roscommon County Council had 
2 groups shortlisted.   

o Economic Development Initiative – 
Best Business working with the 
Community – Roscommon 
Women’s Network – CycleUp 
Textiles 

• Collaboration and Leadership Initiatives – 
Community and Wellbeing Initiatives - 
Community Resilience Toolkit. Our new 
County Roscommon Community 
Resilience toolkit won the overall national 
award in this category 

 

TIDY TOWNS AMENITY GRANTS 2025 

 

• Tidy Town and Amenity Grants 2025 closed. 
• Preparation ongoing for launch of Tidy Town and Amenity Grant 

2026 in Q2. 
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LOCAL COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP (LCSP) 

 
• The first meeting of the Roscommon LCSP took place on the 21st 

of January 2026 in the Abbey Hotel, Roscommon.  
• Cllr Pascal Fitzmaurice was elected the Chair of Roscommon 

LCSP and Cllr Emer Kelly was elected the Vice Chair.

  
• Cllr. Fitzmaurice and Administrator Niamh Duffy attended a 

national meeting for Chairs, Coordinators and Administrators, 
hosted by the National Office for Community Safety in the 
Department of Justice in Dublin. 

• Second meeting of the LCSP was held on 11 March 2026. 
• The Roscommon Community Safety Survey was launched on 23 

March 2026 and will remain open until 30 April 2026. 
• In conjunction with the survey, three public consultation meetings 

will take place in April to gather community feedback on safety 
issues across the county. 

• A number of focus groups have also been organised to engage with 
specific cohorts and capture more detailed qualitative insights. 

 
• Feedback from the survey, public consultations, and focus groups 

will directly inform and shape the direction of the Roscommon 
Community Safety Plan. 

• LCSP in conjunction with Age Friendly have planned a 
“Roscommon Home Safety Information Morning” in the Abbey 
Hotel on the 29th of April, guest speakers on Home, Fire and Road 
Safety information. 
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HEALTHY IRELAND 

 

 

• Healthy Ireland Coordinator has appointed and commenced on 
March 30th 

• 2025 Annual Progress Report Submitted to Pobal.  
• 2026 Annual Work Plan outline submitted to Pobal. 
• Current Service Level Agreements with RSP & RLP extended by one 

year in line with Round 4 funding extension to end of 2026. 
• Community Resilience Toolkit won Community Wellbeing 

Initiative of the Year Category at LAMA Awards.  
• Healthy Ireland National Framework under review, currently open 

for Consultation. 
• Planning for Healthy Ireland Round 5 priorities to inform work plan 

from 2027-2030 has commenced.  
 

 

SICAP/SOCIAL INCLUSION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• Roscommon County Council’s Comhairle na nÓg 
Programme is coordinated by Youth Work Ireland Midlands, 
Athlone. Funding of €25,000 for 2026 has been secured from 
Pobal by the Community Section. 

• The Community Section of Roscommon County Council has 
secured €9,000 in funding for Africa Day 2026 from the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, this is an increase from last 
year’s allocation of €7,500. Expressions of interest were 
invited from organisations interested in coordinating Africa 
Day 2026. Roscommon Women’s Network/Castlerea Family 
Resource Centre have been selected to deliver a schedule of 
events across various locations in Roscommon during May 
2026. 

• Play Day is funded annually by the Department of Children. 
Details for the 2026 allocation have not yet been issued to the 
Community Section; however, previous years’ funding has 
been €3,000. Once funding is confirmed, the Community 
Section will organise and host a one day Play Day event at a 
suitable venue in July 2026. 

• Social Inclusion within Roscommon County Council is being 
actively developed to strengthen its visibility and impact 
across the county.  As part of this, a new Social Inclusion 
logo has been created to reflect themes of togetherness, 
community, and belonging, while aligning with the council’s 
identity.  Ongoing work is focused on raising the profile of 
Social Inclusion and embedding it more firmly across the 
council’s activities, ensuring it is visible, recognisable, and 
impactful in supporting communities throughout 
Roscommon. 
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COMMUNITY RECOGNITION FUND (CRF) 2024 – WINDOW 1 and 3  

 

• Status update meetings and project site visits have been held with 
the Community Groups to review project progress and ensure that 
the drawdown deadline of 13 November 2026 will be met. The 
Department is preparing the 2026 financial projections for this 
funding stream. RCC has submitted the CRF Anticipated Spend 
2026.  RCC continue to complete drawdowns as submitted by the 
Community Groups. 

 

AGE FRIENDLY 

 

• Progress continues toward Age Friendly accreditation at 
Roscommon University Hospital, supported by Roscommon 
County Council’s Active Travel funding for a bus shelter and 
pedestrian crossing outside the hospital and complemented by 
the hospital’s long-term plan for a multi-storey car park. 

• Roscommon County Council’s Active Travel works advanced in 
Carrick-on-Shannon in Q1 with the commencement of a bus 
shelter and traffic calming upgrades at the train station, 
alongside positive negotiations with local land owners for 
additional land for extra car parking. 

• The Nursing Home Pilot Project has moved into its engagement 
phase, with all the resident’ personal plans completed and 
befriending activities underway across the three participating 
Roscommon nursing homes. 

• The Age Friendly Alliance met in Q1, adopting the Age Friendly 
Hospital Walkability Report and agreeing to the request to 
update Roscommon County Council’s Age Friendly Directory. 

• Roscommon was represented at Age Friendly Ireland’s 
Ambassador Day in Tralee in February 2026  by the county’s Age 
Friendly Ambassador, Programme Manager and Older People’s 
Council Chairperson. 

• A Steering Group has been established to lead the quest for Age 
Friendly Stadium accreditation for Hyde Park. This is supported 
by Croke Park funding with The Hyde being the only Connacht 
representative in this national initiative. 
 

 

PPN 

 

• The PPN Team commenced plans for hosting the 2026 National 
PPN Conference in Roscommon with relevant stakeholders. A 
first for Connacht and Roscommon, the national event will be 
held in the Hodson Bay Hotel on Thursday 24th and Friday 25th of 
September 2026. More details to follow 

• PPN Staff delivered their “Community Supports Roadshow” 
series in February, facilitating five information sessions across 
the three Municipal Districts in Roscommon. Locations included 
Athleague, Drum, Castlerea, Elphin and Cootehall. 
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• Roscommon PPN in association with Healthy Roscommon and 
the LCDC were delighted to attend the 2026 LAMA awards in the 
Royal Convention Centre, Dublin on 28th. February. Having been 
shortlisted for the best “collaboration and leadership initiative”, 
our new County Roscommon Community Resilience toolkit won 
the overall national award in this category. 

• The PPN finalised and launched their 2026 Spring Training 
Calendar for communities in Roscommon. Six training 
opportunities will be delivered in partnership with GRETB and 
RLP.  

• PPN staff facilitated the election of a new board member to 
Roscommon Sports Partnership, which now brings the total 
number of PPN representatives to 30.  

• The PPN continues to collaborate with various RCC units in 
promoting funding opportunities, consultations, community 
engagement and capacity building for communities. 

• The PPN hosted two local funding webinars to support groups in 
accessing grants and funding opportunities. 

• The PPN reached a milestone in March with their membership 
having surpassed the 500 mark. 

 

 

ARTS AND CULTURE 

ARTS OFFICE 

  

 
 
 

• Awarded €33,000 to 43 artists under the Artist Bursary 
Scheme 2026. 

• Awarded bursaries to two artists for Spectacle and Street 
Performance Learning Programme delivered by Spraoi, in 
collaboration with Longford County Council Arts Office. 

• Invitation from Department of Culture to submit a proposal 
for funding under the Local Authority Strand of the EU 
Presidency Culture Programme (July to December 2026). 

• Public Art: Call out for Boyle Library Artist Commission 
(RRDF); Community Consultations to inform N5 Per Cent for 
Art brief; Artists invited to submit for The Meadows 
Castlerea (Housing/Capital Assistance Scheme). 

• Creative Places Ballaghaderreen Awarded Plots Park Artist 
Commission (RRDF); Funding Workshops for community 
groups and artists; Monthly Artist Meet-ups; Artist 
Researcher Drop-In Workshops & Events.  
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CREATIVE IRELAND PROGRAMME  

 

• St Brigid's Festival Jan 30th-Feb 6th at Rathcroghan, Una Bhán 
Boyle, Strokestown and Primary Schools.  

• Awarded €69,980 to 52 community projects under the 
Creative Roscommon Open Call (76 applications). 

• Awarded €10,820 to 13 youth projects for Cruinniú na nÓg 
under Open Call, incl extra €3k awarded under NTE Funding. 
Assessed with the help of Comhairle na nÓg members. 

• 2 day EcoLiteracy Learning Programme for RCC staff and for 
creatives, in collaboration with the LA Climate Action Team. 
Awarded 5 EcoVersity Bursaries to creative practitioners. 

• Launched Evaluation of Care & Creativity in Context project 
2024-2025 at Arts Centre 31st of March.  

• Successful in our application under the Live Music in 
Residential Care Settings funding stream 2026. 

• Launch of The Stories of Lough Ree a collaborative project 
supported by Creative Ireland and Heritage Offices of 
Longford Westmeath and Roscommon. A video project 
highlighting the heritage and cultural significance of the 
shared lake. 19th March at the Hodson Bay hotel.  

• Supported an Inclusive Céilí as part of Roscommon Fleadh 
31st March. 

• Funding application to Commemorations Programme 2026. 
 

ROSCOMMON ARTS CENTRE  

PERFORMANCE PROGRAMME 

 
 

 
• Performances from Al Porter, Cash Returns tribute to Johnny 

Cash, Sharon Shannon, Roscommon Drama Group, The 
Crokey Players, Patrick Feeney, Don Wycherley The Life of 
Paddy Armstrong, The Swing Cats. The 4 Of US made their 
Roscommon Debut reporting back after to say they “had a 
fabulous time in your beautiful venue last Saturday night and 
we will definitely be back.”  

• Secondary School students enjoyed a series of French and 
German films from the Irish Film Institute.   

• Students from local schools Gaelscoil de hÍde and St Coman’s 
Wood attended performances of Branar Theatre’s Scéal 
Lae/Story of a Day, one performance as Gaeilge and one in 
English.  

• Roscommon Drama Festival ran for nine nights in March. 
• Beta Bajgart documentary film The Forest Midwife, followed 

by Q&A with subject Catherine Cleary (Roscommon). 
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VISUAL ART PROGRAMME 

 • Nósanna, an exhibition by Eileen Fair and Gary Robinson 
and curated by Eamonn Maxwell opened in the Gallery on 
March 7th. Artists awarded joint show from entries to 
Roscommon Arts Centre Open Exhibition Hivernal in 2024. 

 
 

ARTIST SUPPORTS  

 • SquareHead Productions and Kate Wilson (Undercurrent) 
used the auditorium and workshop spaces to research and 
develop upcoming shows. 

• Decisions were made on the AIR 2026 recipients with Louis 
Haugh (Visual Arts) , Laura Brady (Seed) and Winnie 
Mongon (New Voice) selected as recipients. Kate Finnegan 
and Gracie Marshall were selected for the residencies in 
collaboration with Motion Chapel.  

• Aishling Muller hosted a programme of Photography for 
Artists.  

 

KALEIDOSCOPE PROGRAMME 

 • The Songbirds Over 50’s weekly choral sessions with Cathy 
Jordan and The Elderberries Over 50’s weekly movement 
class with Catherine Donnelly, both made a welcome 
return this month.  

• Andy Parsons held a sold-out Art Workshop for Adults and 
Selma Daniels hosted Cub-Club, a sold-out movement 
class for children.  

• Marian Balfe held a number of sessions as part of the 
Primary Colours initiative which saw local primary schools 
engage with our current exhibition through workshops and 
gallery visits. 

• Roscommon County Youth Theatre held their weekly 
workshops and used the workshop spaces over Easter for 
rehearsals for their upcoming production.  

 
 

KING HOUSE/DOUGLAS HYDE CENTRE INTERPRETIVE GALLERIES & 
MUSEUM 

 

• King House completed a new website which now includes an 
on-line booking facility made possible through the EU Just 
Transition Failte Ireland Digital Transformation Programme. 

• Tourism promotional opportunities to market King House, 
DHC and Roscommon tourism by attending the Holiday 
World RDS Dublin, the Inbound Tourism Operators 
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Association (ITOA), an onsite presentation at Abbey Tours 
Headquarters Dublin, Failte Ireland’s Just Transition Cluster 
FAMM Trip, Roscommon Revealed Network & Marketing 
meeting and Roscommon Tourism Network meeting in 
Roscommon. 

• King House facilitated various meetings, workshops and 
conferences to include Creative Heartlands, LEO 
Roscommon, Boyle Town Team AGM, LEP Clinic, Irish 
Language Group (weekly) and an after-funeral reception.  

• Various concerts and events were held in King House which 
included: Paddy Casey; Kevin Burke and musicians to 
celebrate Music Network’s 40th Anniversary; Martisor 
Contempo; Poetry & Drama Event and a St. Valentines 
Family Concert. 

• The Royal Irish Academy of Music piano grading exams were 
held over two days accommodating 40 students. 

• Remedial work included the installation of qty x four new high 
output radiators in the Long Hall of King House. The entrance 
hall and back stairway were completely repainted.  

• King House was closed to the public for ‘walk in’ visitors 
during January, February & March, however, a total of 137 
people took tours as part of prebooked groups. 

• Interviews for Cultural Assistant part-time temporary 
positions/seasonal. 
 

• Douglas Hyde Centre  
Roscommon County Council Arts Office hosted a public 
drop-in session for local communities connected with, 
and/or bordering, the new N5 road project / N5 Public Art 
Commission in the Douglas Hyde Centre. 

 
 

AN RÍOGA 

 

• New Art Gallery Artist Collective in Ground Floor Exhibition 
Space.  
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FRANCHISE 

 
LGERS PROJECT 
 

Work is ongoing on the LGERS (Local Government Electoral Registration System) Project to meet 
the timeline to migrate to the new central electoral register. The data cleansing tasks have been 
completed.  
 
All deadlines to date set by the project team have been met by Roscommon County Council. 
It is planned that RCC will migrate to the new voter.ie system in H2 2026. 
 
Any electors removed from the Elector Register as part of the project will receive three contacts 
before removal.  Under the Electoral Reform Act 2022, where the Registration Authority has 
contacted a person three times to confirm or update their details on the electoral register, and 
the individual does not respond to these contacts, the authority may remove them from the 
register. An individual can be re-instated on the register by contacting the Franchise Team or 
visiting checktheregister.ie at any time. 
 
INCREASING YOUTH PARTICIPATION IN DEMOCRACY 
The Electoral Reform Act also introduced provision for 16-17 year olds to pre-register to vote. The 
Franchise Team have been engaging with schools in Q1 on a campaign to increase youth 
registration on the electoral register. 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 

The Communications section continues to support the work of the Council through media 
liaison and active promotion of our activities. 
 

 
Roscommon County Council Social Media (Facebook/X/Instagram/Linkedin) 

 FY 2025 Q1 2026 
Followers 24,789 25,551 
Post & Profile reach  2.3M 918,396 

 
Roscommon County Council Website 

 FY 2025 Q1 2026 
Page Views 642,626 246,004 
Unique Page Views 506,917 184,338 
Downloads 49,078 14,200 
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DERMOT EARLY BURSARY 
 

This bursary provides financial assistance each year to two outstanding young people, one male 
and one female, who are commencing their first year of third-level education and who have also 
demonstrated excellence in sport.  Each recipient receives an award of €1,500 to support both 
their academic and sporting pursuits. 
 
The 2025 bursary recipients were presented at the April Plenary meeting, which was also 
attended by Paula Earley on behalf of the Earley family. The female recipient, Aisling Shanagher 
from Derrane, plays Gaelic football for both her club and county and is currently studying 
Engineering at the University of Limerick. The male recipient, Niall Heneghan from Ballinlough, 
also represents his club and county in football and is pursuing a degree in Physical Education at 
TUS Athlone. 
 
Both recipients have demonstrated an exceptional commitment to excellence in both their 
academic studies and sporting achievements. 
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RURAL WATER 
Rural Water regulates, monitors and audits the water supplies in the county consisting of 20 
private GWS, 68 public GWS and 21 small private supplies spread across a wide geographical 
area and with various types of oversight by the respective committee/owners.  
 
The Rural Water monitoring committee is established for the 2025 – 2030 cycle.  The committee 
members including elected representatives, Local Authority staff, NFGWS staff, sectorial 
representatives and GWS representatives convened in early December 2025 for the annual 
meeting. 
 
MULTI-ANNUAL RURAL WATER PROGRAMME 2024-26 
The Multi Annual Rural Water Programme (MARWP) 2024-2026 is a scheme specific or project-
based approach to funding from the Department of Housing, Local Government & Heritage.  
Funding was allocated in June 2025 at €3M, a number of projects are at tender document stage. 
 

RECOMMENDED MINIMUM CRITERIA FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
INSPECTIONS (RMCEI) 
The RMCEI is an Environmental Inspection Plan detailing: 
 

• the framework of environmental inspection targets to be undertaken in order to achieve 
environmental priorities and outcomes during the coming year, and 

• the inspections undertaken and the achievement of National Environmental Priorities 
(NEP’s) and outcomes in the previous year, by monitoring the performance against the 
targets. 
 

Roscommon County Council submitted their 2026 RMCEI Plan to the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) in February 2026; this plan sets out the number of inspections for the year. 
Roscommon County Council completed over 6000 environmental inspections in 2025. 
 

COMPLAINTS 
The Environment Unit continues to investigate litter and pollution complaints on a daily basis.  All 
complaints are recorded, assigned and investigated using a database.  Quarterly reporting to the 
LGMA has also moved to an online portal called NEMIS; the examination of generating quarterly 
reports from NEMIS is ongoing by RCC/Environment with a view to providing suitable information 
in future management reports. 
 
332 complaints were received in Q1 2026, 335 complaints were inspected, and 297 complaints 
were closed.  The majority of complaints relate to illegal dumping and littering. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS 
The Environmental Education and Awareness Officer (EEAO) continues to lead initiatives aimed 
at fostering environmental responsibility across schools, communities, and businesses in 
County Roscommon.  Key areas of focus included waste management, litter reduction, water/air 
quality and support for environmental policies and national campaigns. 
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KEY PROGRAMMES AND ACTIVITIES 
 

 

Green Schools Programme 
During Q1, the EEAO continued the support of schools participating 
in the Green Schools Programme.  Schools work towards the 
renewal of their Green Flag, including litter and waste, water, 
biodiversity, energy, and global citizenship themes. 
Throughout Q1, the EEAO completed Green Flag renewal 
assessments for schools across County Roscommon.  23 schools 
have been approved to receive a Green Flag, which will be 
presented in May. 
 

 

National Spring Clean 
National Spring Clean is Ireland’s national anti-litter initiative and is 
delivered annually throughout the month of April.  During Quarter 1, 
a total of 87 registrations were received for participation in the 2026 
campaign. 
 
A National Spring Clean launch event for County Roscommon was 
held at Áras an Chontae on Tuesday, 20 March.  The event was 
attended by over 20 community groups. 
 

 

Adopt a Road/Adopt a Bring Bank Schemes 
Applications for the Adopt a Road and Adopt a Bring Bank schemes 
closed on Monday, 02 February.  Tidy Towns committees and 
community groups were invited to participate in these initiatives, 
which support community involvement in maintaining clean, tidy, 
and litter-free roadsides and bring bank facilities. 
 
A total of 38 applications were received. 
 

 

National Tree Week 
During National Tree Week, Roscommon County Council, in 
collaboration with the Tree Council of Ireland, invited communities 
and schools across County Roscommon to participate by hosting 
one or more tree planting events throughout the week. 
 
As part of this initiative, the Environment Unit distributed 200 native 
trees to 23 community groups and schools. 
 

 

Bag it! Bin it! Dog Fouling Campaign 
The anti–dog fouling “Bag it! Bin it!” campaign was promoted across 
north Roscommon.  Two local campaign launches were held in 
partnership with Frenchpark Tidy Towns and Boyle Tidy Towns.  
These events highlighted the supports available to community 
groups.  Additional launches with other communities are planned 
for Q2. 
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MEDIA AND AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS 
Targeted campaigns were delivered via social media, local press, and radio, including: 

 

 

WEEE (Waste Electronic and Electrical 
Equipment) Campaigns: “Always Recycle for Free”, 
Farm Fence Batteries 

 

 

MyWaste Campaigns: “Repairmystuff” 
 

 

Ongoing Local Campaigns:  Illegal Dumping – Protect 
Our Waters, Household Waste Management, Septic Tank 
Maintenance, Dog Fouling, Textile Waste Options, Roadside 
Litter “Put Litter in its place”, Slurry Spreading – Good 
practices 

 

 

Illegal Dumping:  There has been a focus on promoting the 
clean-up of illegal dumping in specific areas of the county, 
including Beagh and Ballaghaderreen. 
 

 

LITTER AND WASTE 
Roscommon County Council Litter Wardens continue to carry out routine Litter Patrols of known 
littering black spots and bring bank sites within the county and raise complaints on our ReportIt 
system for any issues identified.  Patrols are also carried out in all town, villages, parks and 
amenity areas to enforce the Litter Pollution Act and/or discourage littering and dog fouling 
offending.  
 
A total of 221 complaints were received and investigated by the Waste and Litter Team in Q1 2026 
with sufficient evidence obtained to issue 21 Litter Fines in the quarter.  Three Litter Fines were 
appealed under our Litter Fine Appeal Procedure.  Notices under Section 9 of the Litter Pollution 
Act 1997 were issued to two owner/occupiers to remove litter from their properties during the 
quarter. 
 
A conviction was secured in the District Court for littering under the Litter Pollution Act 1997.  Our 
Litter Wardens also resolved four abandoned car cases in the quarter.  
 
Roscommon County Council’s Reverse Register is now fully operational which greatly enhances 
our ability to target enforcement on both residential and commercial properties not availing of a 
permitted kerbside waste collection service.  Eircode data for properties with a service are now 
supplied quarterly by authorised waste collectors operating within the county; these are 
uploaded to our Waste Bye Law ICT systems.  Our Waste Enforcement Team carried out 122 waste 
bye law surveys during the quarter. 
 
Our Waste Enforcement Team continued to make progress on all five waste National 
Enforcement Priorities (NEP’s) and continued to investigate all waste complaints reported.  
Several clean-ups of illegal dumping sites were completed during the quarter in the county.  A 
major cleanup of Gleann Ard Estate in Ballaghaderreen was completed under the provision of 
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Section 56 of the Waste Management Act 1996 Act to alleviate the ongoing environmental 
pollution and risk to public health.  A total 61 tonnes of waste was removed from this 
development.  
 
Roscommon County Council’s waste team was represented at the Multi Agency NW 
Environmental Crime forum meeting in Carrick-on-Shannon during the quarter and attended 
WERLA operational steering and Waste Enforcement Officer meetings.  WERLA’s C&D Waste 
Seminar and Waste Enforcement Case Studies workshop was also attended during Q1. 
 
WASTE COLLECTION AND CIVIC AMENITY SITES 
Roscommon County Council operates four Civic Amenity Sites which are open to the public three 
days a week.  Waste collected at all four sites is reflected in the National Waste Survey which was 
submitted to the Environmental Protection Agency.   
 
Roscommon County Council appointed Textile Recycling Limited for the “Provision of Services 
for the collection and processing of textiles for reuse and recycling for Roscommon County 
Council.” 
 

WATER, WASTEWATER, AIR AND NOISE POLLUTION 
RCC continues to be involved with the Lough Forbes Pesticides Action group which looks at 
mechanisms to address pesticides exceedances within catchment area.  Queries were raised 
about the possibility of carrying out farm inspections in the wider Lough Forbes catchment area 
in 2025, and this will be considered during site selection later in 2026. 
 

WATER QUALITY  
Protect and restore water bodies, (rivers, lakes etc.) to at least good status remains a function of 
local authorities, and it is highlighted as a key area for Ireland to achieve objectives under the 
Water Framework Directive.  The Smaghraan was identified in the Water Action Plan as an Area 
for Action with Roscommon County Council as the lead authority.  An initial round of sampling 
was carried out on seven sites on the Smaghraan_010 river in December 2025.  Based on the 
results of the water analysis and the observations made during this field work, a number of farms 
have been identified for inspection in Q2/Q3 2026.  Further sampling and instream assessment 
of the Smaghraan River will be carried out in Q2 2026. 
 
The minimum number of farm inspections required in Roscommon under the EPA National 
Agricultural Inspection Programme remains at 74 for 2026.  Updated information was provided by 
the Department of Agriculture in late 2025 and an initial list of 35 farms was selected based on 
this updated data in early Q1.  A total of 16 farms have been inspected to date and further 
inspections will continue throughout the year.  The remaining farms will be selected during Q2 
based on the updated EPA Flag maps, Water Action Plan Requirements, and local water quality 
pressures. 
 
The position of Assistant Scientist was filled in November 2025, and the new Assistant Scientist 
is working on the 2026 Agricultural Inspections Programme, assessment of planning applications 
for agricultural developments, and the investigation of complaints related to agricultural 
activities.  
 
The Environment and Climate SPC met on 12 February 2026, and a presentation was given on the 
implementation of the EPA National Agricultural Inspections Programme by Roscommon County 
Council.  A copy of the presentation was subsequently shared with the Committee members.  The 
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Unit has also given a commitment to the committee that further presentations on topics of 
interest will be facilitated. 
 
The Western ROC (Regional Operation Committee) Water Framework Directive committee 
continues to meet and coordinate relevant national agencies in relation to 
implementation/progressing of water quality issues within the Western Region.  The first Western 
ROC meeting for 2026 was held on 12 February 2026 and involved discussions on several water 
quality issues common to the region.   
 
A public meeting for Priority Areas for Action in the Boyle Area is to be held in early Q2 hosted by 
LAWPRO and will be attended by Staff from the Water Team. 
 
NATIONAL INSPECTION PLAN FOR DWWTS  
The minimum number of inspections under the EPA National Inspection Plan for DWWTS remains 
at 13 inspections for 2026.  11 sites were identified and inspected in Q1 2026 with the remaining 
sites to be selected in Q2.  Of the inspections completed to date, five passed and six required 
remediation works.  The NIP inspection team will continue to monitor progress into 2026.  The 
current National Inspection Plan will cease at the end of 2026 with a new plan to be announced 
by the EPA in Q2.  This may result in a change in the priority areas and the number of inspections 
to be completed in the county from 2027 onwards. 
 
Open NIP DWWTS – The Admin Team continue to make contact with householders who have 
received advisory notices with works outstanding.  Substantial progress was made in this area in 
2025 with a total of 43 advisory notices closed out by the end of Q4, and provisional data shows 
an improvement in our performance in this area.  Follow up is ongoing with two further sites 
passing verification inspections in Q1.  Continued follow up with remaining non-compliant sites 
will be prioritised for enforcement in Q2 and Q3 2026, as required. 
 
High Status Objective Catchment Area (HSOCA) grants – public interest in the grant scheme 
slowed in 2025 with cost increases noted as the main barrier to getting works carried out.  One 
existing application was closed, and two new applications were received in Q1 2026.  Progress of 
existing approved applications continue to progress slowly. 
 
TRAINING 
Staff from the Air, Noise and Water Team participated in Persistent Organic Pollution Training in 
Q1.  It is expected that there will be an increased focus persistent on organic pollutants in 
sludge/biosolids used in agriculture in coming years. 
 

AIR QUALITY  
Air Quality at monitoring station in Roscommon Town (adjacent to Aras an Chontae) had a 
number of days where PM10 & PM2.5 exceeded the threshold for good air quality in Roscommon 
Town during Q1 2026.  Monitoring of these exceedances will continue. 
 
SOLID FUEL REGULATION 
Sites for inspections were not identified in Q1, and this will now be carried out later in the year 
(Q3 and Q4) when solid fuel sales increase again during the winter heating period.  Enforcement 
action will be ongoing throughout the year, where required. 
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AGRICULTURE 
A member of staff from the Air, Noise and Water Team is engaged with the EPA, Uisce Éireann, 
DAFM, Local Authorities and other stakeholders in the Sludges and Other Organic Fertiliser 
Working Group.  There were no meetings in Q1, but communication with the group is ongoing.  
Further meetings are due to be arranged for dates later in 2026.  Issues concerning the movement 
of organic fertilisers, and the use of sewage sludge and sludge derived products in Agriculture are 
ongoing and we are in contact with DAFM, the EPA and Galway Co. Council in relation to the 
enforcement of local issues. 
 

LANDFILL SITES 
Roscommon County Council currently manages and monitors two closed non-hazardous landfill 
facilities, namely Ballaghaderreen Landfill and Roscommon Landfill and four closed non-
licensed historic landfill facilities, namely Boyle, Strokestown, Frenchpark in Castlerea.  Sites 
are managed in accordance with the EU Landfill Directive 1999/31/EC, Waste Management Act 
1996 and EPA requirements.  
 
CLOSED LANDFILL SITES 
These landfill facilities have ceased accepting non-hazardous waste for landfill disposal; 
however, Waste Licences remain in place for Ballaghaderreen and Roscommon Landfill facilities 
as per the conditions outlined in the waste licences issued by the EPA.  Roscommon County 
Council is obliged to conduct environmental monitoring associated with closed landfill facilities 
(e.g., landfill gas, groundwater quality, surface water quality, leachate quality, leachate levels, 
plant monitoring, site inspections, etc.).  These facilities continue to be maintained and serviced 
by Roscommon County Council.  Following an inspection by the EPA, Roscommon County 
Council has increased the level of surface water monitoring and continues to sample leachate, 
landfill gas and ground water, as required.  The Council is also preparing further submissions to 
the EPA in relation to EPA site visit reports and any non-compliances raised. 
 
CLOSED HISTORICAL LANDFILL SITES 
Department funding is available for the remediation of four non-licenced landfills (known as 
historic landfills) and some funding was claimed for Castlerea Landfill in 2022.  Subject to the 
availability of resources, further funding and Certificate of Authorisation works at Castlerea 
landfill will be prioritised in 2026.  Note; lands cannot be transferred to the original owner until all 
site restoration obligations have been met, with the exception of environmental monitoring.  
Consequently, access to lands will be required post transfer to facilitate any future monitoring 
requirements. 
 

LABORATORY SERVICES 
In the first quarter of 2026 over 1750 samples were logged onto labworks for analysis with an 
additional 250 Water Framework Directive samples taken by the laboratory for Counties 
Roscommon, Galway and Offaly.  The winding down phase of Uisce Eireann’s Service Level 
Agreement with Roscommon County Council’s laboratory is scheduled to commence in June and 
be completed by the end of 2026.  Accordingly, the laboratory is focused on diversifying its 
customer base and broadening its service with a view to reducing its dependency on Uisce 
Eireann sampling and testing.  In particular, the method development for Total Organic Carbon is 
now complete allowing the laboratory to test ground water and surface waters inhouse. 
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CASUAL TRADING 
The Roscommon County Council Casual Trading Bye-Laws 2022 were adopted in November 2022 
and came into effect on 01/01/2023.  Compliance with the Casual Trading Bye-laws is being 
monitored by enforcement officers on an ongoing basis.  18 annual casual trading licences have 
been granted to 17 individual traders in Q1 2026. 
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HOMELESSNESS & HOUSING ALLOCATIONS 

 

HOMELESSNESS 

Housing continues to offer a range 
of responses to homelessness in 
accordance with the West Region 
Homeless Action Plan 2025-2027 
which has been adopted by all 
Local Authorities in the Western 
Region.  

 

 

Homeless Presentations Quarter 1 2026 

Month Individuals Families Total Households 
January  12 7 19 
February  8 3 11 
March  11 5 16 

 

Homeless Accommodations Quarter 1 2026 

Month Individuals Families Total Households 
January  1 1 2 
February  3 0 3 
March  3 0 3 

 

Galway Simon is contracted to provide Housing First services to the Western Region.  

Homeless Action Team (HAT) - Housing First/Housing-led supports 

HAT Referrals to date 18  

 
Cases 

accepted 
Tenancies 

created 
Current 

Tenancies 

Cases closed 

Tenancy 
failed 

Supports no 
longer 

required 
Housing First 
(Galway Simon supports) 9 7 6 0 1 

Housing-led 
(HSE supports)  3 3 1 1 1 
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HOUSING ASSESSMENTS & ALLOCATIONS  

343 applicants (excluding transfers) on the approved housing list 
100 applicants are currently in private rented accommodation with no housing support 
21 offers of accommodation  
4 nominations made to AHB  

16 new tenants appointed/allocated to LA dwellings 
2 AHB Tenants appointed  
5 refusals recorded (2 AHB Houses refused) 

 

SOCIAL HOUSING RENTAL ACCOMMODATION MARKET  
RENTAL ACCOMMODATION SCHEME (RAS)  
Financial support continues to be provided through the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) 
for applicants with a long-term housing need. The table below outlines the number of 
households in receipt of social housing support through the RAS Scheme as of 31st March 2026. 

Households Supported under the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) 

Category Number of Households 

Private Rented Accommodation 249 

Voluntary Housing 110 

Total RAS Supported Households 359 

 

HOUSING ASSISTANCE PAYMENT (HAP):   
As of 31st March 2026, there were 298 social housing applicants in receipt of HAP.  The 
National Rent Supplement Section (NRSS) in the Department of Social Protection are working 
on a new project with RCC with a view to transferring eligible Rent Supplement customers to 
the HAP scheme.  

REPAIR & LEASE SCHEME (RLS)    
114 applications since roll out in 2017; most applications outside areas of need/demand  

4 number of lease agreements entered under the RLS 
2 Repair and Lease Applications being considered subject to the terms and conditions 

of the RLS Scheme being met 
 
LEASING- LONG-TERM LEASING AND RAS-TYPE LEASES  

• As of 31st March 2026, Roscommon County Council has 4 long-term leases: 3 in Boyle 
Town and 1 in Roscommon Town. 

• As of 31st March 2026, there are 90 active RAS Type leases throughout the county. 
• As of 31st March 2026, there were 28 active Mortgage to Rent Scheme Leases in place (9 

with AHB’s & 19 with HFL). The Mortgage to Rent Scheme is a government scheme to help 
homeowners who were at risk of losing their homes due to mortgage arrears. Since the 
MTR Scheme was rolled out, one MTR tenant brought back their property. 
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PROVISION OF SOCIAL HOUSING  

LA BUILD (INCLUDING TURNKEYS & PPP & Part V) 

Project Name 
No. 

Units Delivery Mechanism Status 
Target Completion 
Date 

Shannon Valley, Ballaghaderreen 15 LA Refurbishment Tender Q4 2026 
Greenfields, Lisnamult 2 LA Construction On-site Q4 2026 
No. 6 Arm, Castlerea 1 LA Refurbishment On-site Q2 2026 
Windmill Rd., Elphin 1 LA Refurbishment On-site Q4 2026 
Elphin St., Strokestown 3 LA Refurbishment On-site Q4 2026 
Lisroyne, Strokestown 2 LA Construction On-site Q3 2026 
The Paddocks, Athleague 6 Turnkey On-site Q2 2026 
Tarmon Manor, Castlerea Phase 1, 
2 & 3 19 Turnkey/Part V On-site Q2, Q3, Q4 2026 
1 & 2 Mockmoyne 2 LA Refurbishment On-site Q3 2026 
Woodberry Manor, Monksland 16 Part V Complete Q1 2026 

Abbeyville, Roscommon 4 
Part V т Contracts 
pending On-site Q3 2026 

Maples, Strokestown 1 
Part V т Contracts 
pending On-site Q2 2026 

Lus na Greine, Monkslands 3 
Part V т Contracts 
pending On-site Q3 2026 

Woodberry Manor, Monksland 
Phase 2 6 

Part V т Contracts 
pending On-site Q4 2026 

Potential delivery 2026 81    
     
Cluain na Coille, Monksland 51 LA Construction On-site Q2 2027 
Main St., Rooskey 5 LA Construction Design Q4 2027 
Pound St., Ballaghaderreen 1 LA Refurbishment Tender Q1 2027 
Market St., Ballaghaderreen 1 LA Refurbishment Tender Q1 2027 
Abbeyview, Ballaghaderreen 2 LA Refurbishment Tender Q1 2027 
Church St., Elphin 1 LA Refurbishment Design Q2 2027 
Tarmon Manor, Castlerea Phase 4 12 Turnkey/Part V On-site Q1 2027 
Potential delivery 2027 73    
     

 

APPROVED HOUSING BODIES DELIVERY PIPELINE 
 

      

Tuath Housing Association - construction of 6 new social age-
friendly homes at The Meadows, Castlerea with anticipated 
completion of Q2 2026. These lands are council owned and RCC has 
agreed to lease same for 200 years to Tuath Housing 
 

       
RCC were liaising with Sophia Housing to deliver 4 units under the 
Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) in the Castlerea area – Part 8 
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Planning was granted in Q1 2026. Unfortunately, these units will not 
be delivered in 2026 and Sophia Housing/ RCC are seeking an 
alternative AHB to deliver the units  
 

 

RCC liaising with Roscara Housing to deliver 4 units under the 
Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) in the Castlerea area. Stage 2 
approval grant by DHLGH. Planning permission was granted in Dec 
2025 and Stage 3 application to be submitted in Q2 2026.  
 

 
LA ACQUISITIONS    
Acquisition Programme including Cost Rental Tenant In-Situ Scheme  
Under the new National Housing Plan, Delivering Homes, Building Communities 2025 – 2030, 
the government continues to provide funding to acquire second-hand houses for the following 
priority categories of need only:  

1. Tenancy Sustainment - Tenant in Situ (TiS); 
2. Exits households from homeless services;  
3. Persons with disabilities, older persons and care leavers requiring urgent housing 

responses 
 
National allocation: €373 million for second-hand house acquisitions  

Roscommon County Council allocation (2026): €1.5 million  

• €500,000 earmarked for AHB delivery via the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) 
 Tenant In-Situ (TiS) acquisitions:  

• 3 properties at conveyance stage as of 31st March 2026 
• 2 properties expected to complete by end-April 2026 
• 1 property expected to complete by end-June 2026 

 
Cost Rental Tenant In-Situ Scheme (CRTIS)  
The CRTIS Scheme commenced on an administrative basis on 1 April 2023. Under the scheme, 
Local Authorities assess tenant eligibility (net income below €59,000) and refer eligible cases to 
the Housing Agency. 

Qtr. 1 of 2026, 1 application were received by Roscommon County Council: 

Since the CRTIS Scheme was launched, 5 properties have been acquired by the Housing 
Agency, with a further 4 properties currently progressing through the conveyancing process. 

TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME 2025-2029 
• Cluain Airne, Killerney – A new Stage 1 application for 5 no. four bedroom units was 

submitted for approval to the Department in Q1 2024. Consultant Design team to be 
appointed  

• Torpan Beg, Ballyforan - 3 extensions to existing units. Contractor commenced Q1 2025. 
Works competed Q4 2025. Final snags being carried out. 
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TENANT PURCHASE 
The Tenant Incremental Purchase Scheme was published under the Housing (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2014.  As at 31st March 2026, tenant purchase statistics were as follows: 
 
Tenant Purchase Q1 2026 Total to date 
Applications received  4 335 
Offers made to date  3 204 
Offers accepted  0 129 
Sales completed to date 0 95 
  
There were Zero proceeds from sales during Q1 2026. 
 
Derelict Sites and Dangerous Structures  
Considerable work is being done by Housing to unlock the potential of derelict properties across 
the county such as Gleann Ard in Ballaghaderreen.   
 

Properties on the Derelict 
Sites Register 

Properties removed  
Q1 2026 

Files opened  
Q1 2026 

73 2 16 
 
CPO’s 
The Housing Unit have undertaken 18 CPO’s since 2022 and have commenced a further 3 no. 
CPO’s in Qtr. 1 of 2026. Completed CPO’s will be developed into new homes or sold on the open 
market if unsuitable for Housing. 
 

PRIVATE RENTED ACCOMMODATION STANDARDS  
 
RENTAL INSPECTIONS 
Inspections of private rented dwellings are carried out under the Housing (Standards for Private 
Rented Houses) Regulations 2019. 

 
• The inspection target advised 11/02/25 for Roscommon in 2025 is 624 tenancies   
• The inspection target for Roscommon in 2024 was 600 tenancies   
• 134 inspections (133 Dwellings) were carried out in Q1 2026 

 

HOUSING STOCK 
 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROGRAMME (RETROFITTING EXISTING STOCK)  
Under Circular 05/2025, Roscommon County Council was requested to deliver 43 units under 
the ERP scheme for 2025. Upgrade works on these properties have commenced in late May 2025, 
38 units have been carried forward from 2024 ERP on the requested form the department and it 
is envisaged that a total of 84 units were due to be completed under ERP 2025. 
 
All 43 units were completed in 2025, 10 units have been carried forward from 2025 ERP on the 
requested from the department into the 2026 ERP, hence Roscommon County Council has 
delivered 73 units in total under ERP 2025.   
 
The BER results for units under the 2025 ERP Programme of existing LA stock is outlined per the 
below table.  
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• 2 units have achieved A1 Rating 
• 44 units have achieved A2 Rating 
• 14 units have achieved A3 Rating 
• 13 units have achieved B1 Rating 

 
The Energy Retrofit target in March 2026 for 75 units, the house section process is complete, 
design is currently underway.  
 
VOIDS PROGRAMME/CASUAL VACANCY WORKS (PRE-LETTING WORKS) 
Roscommon County Council completed 9 voids due to normal turnover of properties in Q1 2026. 
Claims will be submitted for funding under the voids programme, where claims are not 
successful the properties will be funded under casual vacancies/own resources. Voids will 
continue to be added as and when properties become vacant.  
 
PLANNED MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME 
Roscommon County Council is set to carry out works as part of the 2026 Planned Maintenance 
Programme, informed by comprehensive stock condition surveys. A budget of €151,680 has 
been allocated to facilitate these surveys and to undertake any maintenance work identified as 
necessary. RCC have selected 29 properties for planned maintenance for 2026. The list of 
properties was submitted to the Department in March for approval, the estimated cost of these 
works is €215,600. 

HOUSING MAINTENANCE 
RCC Housing received 349 maintenance calls in Q1 2026, billed expenditure on maintenance 
works during the same period was €62,418.70. 
 

HOUSING GRANTS 
HOUSING GRANTS (PRIVATE GRANTS AND LA GRANTS)  
On 9th March 2026, Roscommon County Council received the budget allocation for 2026 
amounting to €2,665,933 (including RCC contribution) which is an increase of €618,093 on 2025 
budget allocation. 
 
Grant applications received from 1st December 2024 are subject to new regulations – S.I. 
612/2024 – Housing (Adaptations Grants for Older People and Disabled People) Regulations 
2024. 
Any grant application received prior to 1stDecember 2024 will be processed under the 
Regulations i.e. S.I. 670 of 2007, S.I. 104 of 2014 and S.I. 361 of 2023. 
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RCC are currently operating the old Grant Scheme and the new Grant Scheme.  
Summary as follows: 
 

Scheme Date Applications Received from Applicants Funded by 
Department 

Funded by 
Roscommon 
County 
Council 

Old 
Scheme 

Applications received prior to 1st December 2024 80% 20% 

New 
Scheme 

Application received after 1st December 2024 85% 15% 

 
As at 31st March 2026, Roscommon County Council had committed €2,953,000 in funding across 
the three private grant schemes, supporting a total of 232 grant applicants.  
 
In February 2026, an invitation to contractors who wished to be included on a list of contractors 
available to carry out works under the Housing Grants Scheme. A total of 32 contractors 
responded to the invitation. The resulting list of contractors is available for viewing on 
Roscommon County Council’s website at the following link: Housing Grant Schemes - 
Roscommon County Council 
 
RCC continues to receive a large volume of grant applications and the process of validating 
applications for 2026 is ongoing. The Council will continue to engage with applicants to ensure 
that this committed funding is progressed and paid out to applicants where all scheme 
requirements are met. 
 
DISABLED PERSONS GRANT SCHEME (INCLUDING IMPROVEMENT WORKS IN LIEW 
SCHEME (IWILS) 
On 20th March 2026, Roscommon County Council received confirmation of its 2026 Housing 
Adaptation budget allocation of €514,092, which includes the Council’s own contribution. This 
represents an increase of €70,749 compared to the 2025 allocation. 
 
Roscommon County Council is currently delivering the following adaptations to council-owned 
properties: 

• 1 major housing adaptation to meet household needs requiring accessibility, mobility 
and sensory supports 

• 22 standard housing adaptations where a household member requires accessibility 
and/or mobility-related improvements 

 
These works support tenants to remain safely in their homes and reflect ongoing demand for 
housing adaptations across the county. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.roscommoncoco.ie/en/services/housing/grants/
https://www.roscommoncoco.ie/en/services/housing/grants/
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CROÍ CÓNAITHE FUND 
The Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant was launched on 14 July 2022 and benefits those who 
wish to turn a formerly vacant house or building into their principal private residence or make it 
available to rent. 
 

 
515 applications received 

 

351 applications approved 

 

€22,479,988 funding committed 
 

 
€8,564,083  paid 

146 Grants Funding Issued 

 

HOUSING STOCK CONDITION SURVEYS 
Roscommon County Council, along with Cork City Council, is participating in the pilot phase of 
the new National Stock Condition IT System (Addjust). This initiative is being led by the 
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, in partnership with the Local 
Government Management Agency (LGMA). 
 
As part of this pilot, the RCC technical team is conducting a comprehensive survey of the local 
authority (LA) housing stock. The purpose of this survey is to assess and document the general 
condition of each housing unit. The data collected will play a critical role in informing the 
development of future planned maintenance programs, ensuring that resources are allocated 
effectively and that housing standards are maintained over the long term. 
 
To date, RCC technical staff have surveyed approximately 23% of the Council’s current housing 
stock.  86 of these Stock Condition surveys were completed in Q1 2026. This work represents a 
significant step toward building a robust, data-driven approach to asset management and long-
term housing sustainability. 
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INTEGRATION 
LAIT 

OFFER A HOME 

 

 

  



49 
 

LAIT 
The LAIT continued to run clinics with IPAS accommodation centres and with the BOTP cohort in 
December 2025; 

o Weekly clinics are held in 4 IPA centres and in IRPP Reception Centre with approx. 
400 people in total. 

o Individual follow ups are becoming more time-consuming, complex cases are 
requiring daily contact and a vast amount of advocacy. 

o Health concerns are among the top priorities for residents, with no GPs available to 
them. 

o Those with Status are presenting in increasing numbers seeking support with 
housing. 

  
• New DAC regulations, whereby state accommodation is only provided to BOTPs for 30 days 

has seen a big increase in the number of queries to the team, with numerous requests for 
accommodation coming in daily. 

• The LAIT Community of Practice for Integration Workers had an end of year training and 
evaluation event facilitated by Comhlamh and established a roadmap for collaboration in 
2026. 

 
LAIT continue to participate on relevant committees and refer LAIT cohort to community services 
and organisations – SPC, CYPSC Social Inclusion Measures Subgroup, Irish Refugee Council 
Asylum Support Network, PPFS Parenting Subgroup, Integration Workers Network, Regional LAIT 
Coordinator Network, LAIT Support Worker Network, Creative Arts and the Migrant Integration 
Strategy. 
 

OFFER A HOME 
The Offer a Home programme was launched on 24th Nov,2022. Offers of accommodation can be 
made via Offer a Home website and this will be followed up with an inspection to determine the 
suitability of the property.  The Offer a Home Programme is in place until March, 2026.  The 
Accommodation Recognition Payment has been reduced from €800 per month to €600 with 
effect from 1st July, 2026 and all property owners have been advised. To-date  

• 424 properties have been offered in Co. Roscommon.   
• 285 properties have been allocated to Ukrainian families.  (868 people) 

  
There are 139 persons in 5 Serviced accommodations, 868 accommodated under the Offer a 
Home programme and approx. Unknown number in accommodation provided by other 
organisations such as the Irish Red Cross and Helping Irish Hosts.   
 

CIF 
The Community Integration Forum acts as a collaborative network and working group for the 
support being provided to BOTPS, IPAs, Programme Refugees and Those with Status. The CIF 
meet bimonthly and is chaired by the Local Authority; the group consists of the representatives 
of key stakeholders and service providers at management level from the GRETB, Social 
Protection, Family Resource Centres, An Garda Siochana, Childcare Committee, CYPSC, HSE, 
TUSLA, Local Development Company, Citizens Information and RCC Integration Unit. 
 

• Advocacy and referrals happen through the members of the Community Integration 
Forum to avoid duplication and to provide a constant message across services. 

• Two sub committees, (Housing & Integration Worker Community of Practice) convene 
regularly as part of the CIF to meet to address the specific needs of Refugees in a 
collaborative manner.  
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LIBRARY & ARCHIVES SERVICES 
SERVICES 

EVENTS AND PROGRAMMES 
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ROSCOMMON LIBRARY SERVICES Q1 2026 

 

28,114 people visited library service 
points across Roscommon. 

 

21,795 items borrowed. 
 

 

4,208 eAudiobooks borrowed. 

 

1,883 ebooks borrowed. 
 
 

26,417 eNewspapers & eMagazines. 
 

 

255 events in libraries, including 51 visits to 
branch libraries from local schools. 
Library events can be booked in online through our online events portal  
 

 

4,584 internet sessions in libraries this 
quarter. 
  

 
LIBRARY EVENTS AND PROGRAMMES 
Libraries continued to deliver a variety of events and programmes throughout Q1. Walk in 
Digital Skills Sessions are very popular and well-attended. Held in Roscommon Library in 
conjunction with the GRETB. A new and very successful book club Castlereads has been 
established in Castlerea. Roscommon Library hosted a celebration for World Down 
Syndrome Day in March attended by the Roscommon Branch of Down Syndrome Ireland. 

 
 
 

https://roscommon.spydus.ie/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/ENQ/WPAC/EVSESENQ?QRY=EVSCFLG%3A0%20%2B%20EVSEDTE%3A%22%3E%3D%20TODAY%22&QRYTEXT=All%20events&SORTS=ESD.SDTE%5DESD.STIM&SEARCH_FORM=%2Fcgi-bin%2Fspydus.exe%2FMSGTRN%2FWPAC%2FEVENTS%3FHOMEPRMS%3DEVSESPARAMS&FORM_DESC=Events
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LOCAL STUDIES AND ARCHIVES 
With support of funding from the Heritage Council, a new Archivist has been appointed 
on a 3-year fixed term contract.  

The use of the new Local History Room is steadily increasing since the beginning of 2026.  

The HALS Transcription Project is 2-years old this March and ¾ complete. The Project has 
found that the names of many Roscommon townlands were changed by the Ordnance 
Surveyors in the 1830s and has discovered the names of the families leasing the land, the 
conditions applied and the duration of the leases. A team of volunteers have been 
working transcribing the leases in Roscommon Library on Mondays on a fortnightly basis. 
Held in collaboration Roscommon Volunteer Centre and Hertfordshire Library and 
Archives Service. 

We received new Local History and Archival collections: 

• Past publications of Divine Word Missionaries Order (Dunamon) 
• Past publications of Church of Ireland diocese of Elphin & Achonry. 
• Material relating to the Clews’ Memorial Hall, Boyle. 

 

BOYLE LIBRARY 
A specialist remediation contractor continues to progress the phased programme of 
investigative and remediation works, undertaken in full accordance with environmental, 
archaeological, and heritage requirements. This work remains ongoing and is advancing 
as scheduled. 

To ensure continuity of library services for the Boyle community while remediation works 
continue, Roscommon County Council has identified a suitable temporary premises at 
Boyle Courthouse. Some works are required to make the premises suitable for public 
library services, and a contractor has now been appointed to carry out these works. The 
necessary works at Boyle Courthouse are expected to take approximately eight weeks. 
Once completed, the premises will open as a temporary library facility for Boyle. 

In the interim, the Council’s mobile library will continue to operate in Boyle on Mondays 
and Tuesdays from 11am to 3pm, ensuring ongoing access to library services for the 
public. 

 

RADON MONITOR LENDING SCHEME 
The launch of a new Radon Monitor Loan Scheme took place in March. The scheme 
enables members of the public to borrow digital radon monitors to check radon levels in 
their homes. It is a Healthy Ireland at Your Library initiative, supported by the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), to raise awareness of radon and promote 
proactive health measures. 
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Cllr Liam Callaghan, Cathaoirleach Roscommon County Council, Sandra Turner, 
County Librarian, Aoife Moore, Climate Action Co-Ordinator, and Eimear Feeney, 
Executive Librarian pictured at the launch of the Radon Monitor Lending Scheme. 

 
HEALTHY IRELAND AT YOUR LIBRARY 

 

The Irish Heart Foundation and Hidden Hearing mobile units visited 
Roscommon Library in February. They carried out blood pressure 
checks, pulse checks, ear wax checks and provided visitors to the unit 
with expert advice on how to reduce the risk of disease and stroke.  
  
In March Chronic Health Advocate’s mobile unit which aims to 
provide a small respite for parents of children with complex needs by 
means of their wellness pod visited Roscommon Library. The pod 
contains a zero gravity massage chair. Each 15  minute session helps 
the parent/guardian to zone out and de-stress and visitors receive a 
wellness pack after the session.  
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HEALTHY IRELAND AT YOUR LIBRARY – IRELAND READS  

 

Ireland Reads is an initiative held throughout the month of February 
where libraries encourage the community to Get Lost In a Good Book 
culminating with Ireland Reads Day on the 28th of February. Libraries 
hosted events on Ireland Reads Day including a talk in Ballaghaderren 
by the Barn Owl Project, a board-making workshop in Castlerea, drop-
in arts and crafts in Strokestown and a visit by the Midlands Reptiles Zoo 
in Roscommon Library which were all very well attended.  
 
The events were supported by themed book displays on the day and 
promotion of library services.  
 

 

Ireland Reads Day Events 
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LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE 
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6  
Measure 1 

Grants Approved 
 

 

Evaluation & Approvals Meeting:   An Evaluation 
Committee meeting took place on January 20th, 
2026. Six Measure 1 grant applications have been 
approved to date, 2 Priming Grants, 2 feasibility 
study grants and 2 Business expansion grants. The 
next EVAC will take place on May 25th, 2026 

 

 

6 
Green for 

Business 

Applications  

 
 

 

 

Green for Business Scheme:  
The Green for Business helps small businesses 
become more environmentally friendly and 
sustainable by providing advice and technical support 
covering topics such as resource efficiency, 
understanding carbon footprint and implementing an 
environmental management system.  LEO 
Roscommon has processed 6 applications to date in 
2026. Clients that have completed the Green for 
Business can now apply for the new Energy Efficiency 
Grant.   

 

 

4    
Energy Efficiency 

Grants Approved 

 

The Energy Efficiency Grant:    
Supports the investment in technologies and 
equipment of enterprises following on from a Green 
for Business Report, GreenStart Report or a SEAI 
Energy Audit. 4 Energy Efficiency Grant applications 
have been approved to date in 2026 

 
 

13 
Digital for 

Business 

Applications 

 

Digital for Business Scheme:    
Digital for Business is an initiative from the Local 
Enterprise Office designed to help businesses 
prepare and implement a plan for the adoption of 
digital tools and techniques across the business. 13 
Digital for Business applications have been 
processed to date in 2026. 

 

4  
Grow Digital 

Voucher 

The Grow Digital Voucher:  is a grant intended for 
small enterprises who have undertaken a Digital for 
Business project to support their Digitalisation 
journey. 4 Grow Digital Vouchers have been 
approved to date in 2026. 
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1  

Market Explorer 

Grants 

 

Market Explorer Grant: was introduced on January 
1st, 2025, its’ objective to support the development 
of export-oriented businesses by incentivising 
support to research and explore activities in new 
markets. 1 Market Explorer Grant has been 
approved to date in 2026. 

 

2 

Microfinance 

Loan 

Applications  

 

 

Microfinance:    
2 applications have been received by MFI in 2026.  
Work continues the promotion of this source of 
finance on social media and via mentoring clinics. 

 

197 
Training 

Participants 

 

Training:    
Training courses to support the business community 
continue to be in high - demand and is well attended.   
A total of 197 participants has been facilitated in 
2026. 
 
 
 

 

6  

Business Advice 

Clinics 

Remote Mentoring:   
6 Business Advice Clinics were held to date in 2026 
with 35 clients attending the clinics.  All bookings 
were taken via the LEO website online booking 
system. 39 clients in total are being facilitated 
through One-to-One Mentoring sessions to date in 
2026.  

 
 

39  

Clients one-to-

one mentoring 
 

• Promotion:   
All LEO supports were promoted on the LEO website and on various social media platforms.   

• EI:   
LEO continues to work with Meabh Conaghan, the new West Region Manager and Majella 
Maher. 

• IDA:   
LEO is keeping the line of communication open between IDA, CE & Senior Management of RCC in 
the hope of encouraging FDI to Roscommon.     



58 
 

PLANNING 
FORWARD PLANNING 

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT  

ENFORCEMENT 

UHDS   
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FORWARD PLANNING 
The resources of the Forward Planning Section were predominantly focused on four areas of 
work during the first quarter of 2026, namely:  
 

• Residential Zoned Land Tax 
• NPF Implementation: Housing Growth Requirement (Guidelines for Planning Authorities 
 as issued under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended))  
• Draft Boyle Local Transport Plan 
• Athlone Joint Urban Area Plan 

 

Residential Zoned Land Tax  
In January work was undertaken to fulfil the Local Authority’s duties in the Residential Zoned Land 
Tax (RZLT) process. This included preparing and publishing (a) the final RZLT map for 2026, which 
(which were published on January 31st) and (b) the Draft RZLT maps for 2027, as published on 
February 1st 2026.    
 
Where land was identified on the final 2026 RZLT map as being in scope for the RZLT, the 
landowner could make a submission on the Annual Draft Map (for 2027) between February 1st and 
April 1st 2026, requesting a re-zoning of that land.  
 

NPF Implementation: Housing Growth Requirement (Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities as issued under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 
(as amended))  
In advance the preparation of a Draft Variation No. 1 of the Roscommon County Development 
Plan 2022-2028 in accordance with the above Section 28 Guidelines, work continued 
throughout the first quarter of 2026 to progress this.  
 
The Chief Executive’s report which is required to be prepared as part of this process and 
submitted to the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, as well as with the 
Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR), was brought to the Plenary of the County Council on the 
23rd March 2026. It was subsequently submitted to the Department and the OPR.  
 

Draft Boyle Local Transport Plan  
Notice of the Draft Boyle Local Transport Plan was published on the 2nd April 2026. As part of the 
preparations, the Boyle MD County Councillors were consulted on the 30th March 2026.   
 
Written submissions/observations can be made to the Planning Authority concerning this plan up 
until 4pm on Monday 4th May 2026.  
 

Athlone Joint Urban Area Plan 
As outlined in the Chief Executive's Report - NPF Implementation: Housing Growth Requirements 
(Guidelines for Planning Authorities as issued under Section 28 of the Planning and Development 
Act 2000 (as amended)), the recent commencement of certain plan related provisions of the 
Planning and Development Act 2024 has required adjustment of coordinated work being 
undertaken by Roscommon and Westmeath County Councils on the preparation of the Athlone 
Joint Urban Area Plan. The two Authorities continue to plan for the future growth and development 
of the regional growth centre of Athlone, albeit in the immediate term in an altered form from a 
Joint Urban Area Plan.  
 
In accordance with the provisions of the new Act, land use zonings for the respective Local 
Authority areas in Athlone (Monksland/ Bellanamullia in Roscommon’s case) will be incorporated 
individually into the respective County Development Plans as will the wider framework for the 
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development of Athlone in the short to medium term which will be set out in a joint urban 
settlement strategy.  These will be adopted by means of a variation of the respective County 
Development Plans. 
 

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT AND PLANNING ENFORCEMENT 
ACTIVITY 
The table below summarises Development Management activity in Q1 2026.  
 
A total of 114 decisions issued, of which 97 (85%) were grants of permission.  
 

 

114 Planning 
decisions issued 

 

40 Pre planning 
meetings 

 

97 Grants of 
Permission 
85% grant rate 

 

114 Valid 
Applications 
32 Invalid 
applications 

 

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT STATISTICS 
Period Activity  Roscommon North Roscommon South Totals 

 
 
Q1 2026 
 
 

Valid Applications  60 54 114 
Invalid Applications 15 17 32 
Extension of 
Duration  

0 3 3 

DED 17 17 34 
Pre-planning meeting 21 19 40 

 
 

Period Activity  January February March Total 

 
 

January 
to March  

2026 
 

Valid applications 26 41 47 114 
Invalid applications 6 9 17 32 
Extension of Duration  0 2 1 3 
DED 9 10 15 34 
Pre-planning meeting 13 14 13 40 
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ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY  

Period Activity  Countywide Totals 
 
 
Q1 2026  

New enforcement case 18 
General letter 21 
Warning letter  11 
Enforcement notice  2 
Closed case  13 
Legal proceedings initiated 0 
Cases currently in the court system 11 

 
Period Activity  January February March  Countywide 

Totals 
 
 
January 
to 
March 
2026 

New enforcement case 6 3 9 18 
General letter 15 6 0 21 
Warning letter  7 0 4 11 
Enforcement notice  0 1 1 2 
Closed case  7 2 4 13 
Legal proceedings initiated  0 0 0 0 
Cases currently in the 
court system 

10 11 11 11 

 

UNFINISHED HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS (UHD) 
Development Activity was ongoing in a number of Unfinished Housing Developments throughout 
the first quarter of 2026.  

Stage No. of 
developments 

Location 

Works continuing by LA 8 Monksland (3), Roosky (2), Termonbarry (1), Boyle 
(1), Ballaghaderreen (1) 

Works continuing by 
Developer 4 Athleague, Frenchpark, Monksland, Termonbarry 

Referred to Uisce Eireann 3 Roosky (1), Ballaghaderreen (2) 
Referred to Roads for TIC 3 Termonbarry (2), Roosky (1) 

Taken in Charge 5 Esker Grove North, Esker Grove South, Forest 
Park Manor, Riveroaks, Hillside 
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REGENERATION 
URBAN REGENERATION DEVELOPMENT FUND 

RURAL REGENERATION DEVELOPMENT FUND 

TOWN & VILLAGE 

TOWN CENTRE FIRST 

OUTDOOR RECREATION 

CLÁR 

THRIVE 

LSSIF 

EU JUST TRANSITION  
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URBAN REGENERATION DEVELOPMENT FUND 

PUTTING THE SPOKES BACK INTO THE WHEEL  

 

Roscommon Town Centre East  
The contract for the construction of Roscommon Town Centre East 
project was signed with Coffey Construction Ltd on 23rd February at 
Aras an Chontae. The contractor has established his site office to the 
rear of the Arts Centre and works have commenced on the new carpark, 
with the drainage elements well underway. Temporary parking for 
vehicles attending Roscommon Mart has been arranged for a site on the 
Athlone Road. Road closures for several streets in Roscommon Town 
have been advertised. There were no submissions. The contractor’s 
liaison official will engage with businesses and residences on affected 
streets as the project progresses.  
 

 
Photo 23rd Feb 2026 
 
Roscommon Town Centre West  
Preparation of construction tender documents is underway on the 
Roscommon Town Centre West project. URDF Gateway approval will 
be required to proceed to tender.  
 

 

URDF CALL 3 VACANCY AND DERELICTION REVOLVING FUND (ROSCOMMON 
TOWN)  

 
Seven sites (sites/properties) are currently approved under the 
scheme of which five sites are now activated. There is ongoing 
engagement with property owners on the remaining two sites to 
secure activation.   
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RURAL REGENERATION DEVELOPMENT FUND 

RRDF C1 MONKSLAND LIFE SCIENCES HUB 

 

The construction contract is currently in its Defects Period which is 
due to end in June 2026.   
 
 

 

RRDF C2 PUTTING THE HEART INTO MONKSLAND 

 
 

Monksland Community Park 
The Park was completed in 2025 
 
Monksland Community Hub 
Detailed design of the proposed Monksland Community Hub is 
underway together with preparation of documentation to support a 
funding application under RRDF Category 1 2026 to deliver the works.    
 

 

RRDF C1 STROKESTOWN BAWN ST PUBLIC REALM PROJECT 

 

The contractor’s compound has been established in the town, and 
other works including drainage and utility works are underway.  

 

RRDF C1 2022 BOYLE COMMUNITY LIBRARY 

 

Construction is well under way with most of the hidden ground works 
completed and the above ground works now underway. 

  
Photo 31st March 2026 
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BALLAGHADERREEN PUBLIC REALM (RRDF & ACTIVE TRAVEL FUNDING) 

 

Construction of public realm works is continuing. The pedestrian 
crossing on Market Street has been completed. Works on the Square 
will start in mid-April with a likely completion date for those 
works of June.  
 
Liaison with businesses in the town centre will take place over the 
coming fortnight specifically in respect of the upcoming works in the 
square and operational arrangements for businesses during that 
period. 
 

  
Photo 16th Feb 2026 

 

RRDF CATEGORY 2 PROJECTS 2024/2025 (DETAILED DEVELOPMENT & ENABLING 
INITIATIVES) 

RRDF C2 ENABLING THE POTENTIAL OF THE BALLAGHADERREEN PLOTS.  

 

A consultant has been appointed to complete a masterplan of the site; 
DWG in conjunction with Reddy Architecture. A topographical survey is 
being procured. A walk over of the site took place on 23rd March with 
local Councillors and members of the Town team in attendance. The 
masterplan process will include community/public engagement. In due 
course the project will move to design and detailed design of 
proposals.  
 

 

RRDF C2 BALLINTOBER HOLIDAY LODGE AND COMMUNITY CAFÉ AND 
TERMONBARRY CREATIVE COMMUNITY AND TOURISM HUB 

 

The tender competition for an architect-led design team is in process. 
It is expected that the design contract will be awarded in April. The 
consultant’s contract will include taking the project through planning 
and include detailed design. Both buildings will be progressed under 
one single project.  
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TOWN AND VILLAGE RENEWAL 

TVR 2023 BALLAGHADERREEN TOWN PARK  

 

The construction contract for this project was signed on 
23rd February at Aras an Chontae.  Michael O’Malley Tarmacadam 
Contractors Ltd was appointed to the project     
 

 

TVR 2023 CASTLEPLUNKETT OUTDOOR SPACE WITH PLAY AREA 

 

Construction works are substantially complete. Installation of play 
surfacing and play equipment is outstanding but all equipment and 
materials have been ordered.  
 

 
Photo 20th March 2026 

 
 

TVR 2025 MEASURE 2 AND PROJECT DEVELOPMENT MEASURES 

 

Two Measure 2 projects (Elphin and Roscommon Town) received 
funding and two Project Development Measures (Boyle and 
Roscommon) received funding. Details of successful projects 
below:  
  

  

 
The Regeneration and Economic development teams are working 
on progression of the above projects.   
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OUTDOOR RECREATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE SCHEME 

ORIS 2022 – MEASURE 3 – RATHCROGHAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL LOOPED TRAILS 

 

The project is approaching completion with overall project expected 
to be complete by end May 2026.  

 

ORIS – 2023 – MEASURES 2&3 

 
 

Boyle Riverside Trail - Construction underway on site and 
progressing well, project expected to be completed by early Q2 
2026.   
 
Donamon Outdoor Recreation Area Development – section of 
trail has been upgraded. Meetings have taken place with 
stakeholders and a plan for delivery of next elements is being 
progressed.   
 

 

ORIS – 2024/2025 – ALL MEASURES 

 

Measure 1 Applications in Brideswell, Brusna, Gortaganny and a 
Digital Project are underway.   
  
Funding has been awarded under ORIS M2 and M3 for:  
 
Cavetown Lake – Installation of a Pontoon - €200,000 – meetings 
have taken place with fisheries and the local community group 
representative, as well as engagement with pontoon specialists and 
ecologists.   
  
Riverside Boardwalk and Inclusive Access at Castlerea - 
€500,000 – consultants expected to be appointed in early April to 
complete detailed design and tender docs for construction and to 
fulfil the Employer’s Representative role during construction.   
  
Restoration & Enhancement works at Mote Park Amenity Area - 
€200,000 – the Regeneration team has held two meetings with 
Coillte, and a design is under development.   
  
Two Project Development Measure projects were approved for a 
Community Trails Countywide and for the Jamestown 
to Drumsna Greyway. €50,000 allocation to each project. Both 
projects are in the early stages of progression. A meeting was held 
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with Leitrim County Council and the local community 
groups regarding the greyway. The appointment of consultants is 
under consideration.   
  

 

CLÁR 

CLÁR – 2025 & 2026 

 

CLAR 2025: 9 projects approved on 28th November 2025. Initial 
engagement with groups is underway with projects scheduled for 
completion in 2027.     
 
CLAR 2026: Scheme announced by the Department on March 10th with a 
deadline of May 29th for applications to be submitted to Roscommon 
County Council. 14 applications to be submitted to the Department for 
consideration. Roscommon County Council will host an information 
webinar on Tuesday the 14th of April at 7pm. 
 

 

COMMUNITY WATER DEVELOPMENT FUND – NATURE BASED 
SOLUTIONS (NBS) 

 

Two projects were applied for under this scheme to provide solutions 
for management of surface water.  
 
 

 

LARGE SCALE SPORT INFRASTRUCTURE FUND  

INDOOR RECREATION AND OUTDOOR SPORTS PROJECT, ROSCOMMON TOWN  

 

Following the non-statutory public consultation in October, some 
amendments were made to the proposed design. Further engagement 
took place with key stakeholders, and a briefing was provided to the 
Roscommon MD Councillors on 9th March. The Draft Part 8 planning 
documentation has been received by the Regeneration team and is 
being reviewed. It is expected that the Part 8 Notice will be published 
in April.  
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EU JUST TRANSITION 

EU JUST TRANSITION – FÁILTE IRELAND – HODSON BAY WATERFRONT PARK 

 

Preliminary design and environmental surveys are underway. The 
feedback from the non-statutory public consultation in October 
continues to inform the design, together with ongoing engagement 
with key stakeholders. A second non-statutory public consultation is 
expected to take place in April.   
 

 

EU JUST TRANSITION – FÁILTE IRELAND – LOUGH KEY FOREST AND ADVENTURE 
PARK STRATEGIC PLAN 

 

Coillte has submitted a planning application for its proposals. The 
planning application is for expansion of existing Visitor Centre 
complex, expansion of existing Outdoor Activities offering, expansion 
of existing Water-based Activities, expansion of existing 
Campsite offering, together with supporting 
amenity, infrastructure and ancillary development throughout 
the Park.   
  

 

EU JUST TRANSITION – FÁILTE IRELAND – TERMONBARRY RIVERSIDE PARK – 
FEASIBILITY STUDY  

 

Cunnane Stratton Reynolds, appointed to carry out a feasibility 
study and preferred options report in December 
2025, commenced studies and surveys of the site and its potential.   
Joint meetings with key stakeholders such as Waterways Ireland, 
Longford County Council and local businesses have taken place 
recently.   
A draft concept plan has been prepared and a report on the concept 
plan is due to be to be submitted review in early April.   
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TCRIF - TOWN AND CITIES REGENERATION INVESTMENT FUND  
(New Fund) 

 

On 5th March a new Towns and Cities Regeneration Investment Fund 
was announced to replace the URDF fund, which will provide greater 
focus on disadvantaged areas and widen the scope of eligibility to 
include more smaller towns.   
While replacing the URDF, the new fund will continue to build on its 
success to date and apply many of the key criteria established by 
Government in 2018 for the URDF. There are two categories of funding; 
Cat 1A for Project Development and Cat 1B for Capital Works. The 
maximum available capital funding is €7.5M or €9.0M depending on the 
level of disadvantage of a particular area. The closing date for 
applications is 1st May. 
 

 

RRDF Regional Rural Development Fund (Category 1 Call) 

 

On February 27th 2026 the RRDF Category 1 call was announced.  
This will provide funding for large scale strategic projects that are 
ready to commence.  One €10m project and one €5m project are 
allowed from each Local Authority.  The closing date for applications 
is July 28th 2026. 
 

 
COMMUNITY WATER DEVELOPMENT FUND – NATURE BASED 
SOLUTIONS (NBS) 

 

Two projects were applied for under this scheme to provide solutions 
for management of surface water.  
 

 
HISTORIC TOWNS INITIATIVE  

 

Five applications were submitted to the Historic Towns Initiative for 
Funding in February.  Boyle Courthouse, A private property in 
Strokestown, Boyle Streetscape, Castlerea Gate Lodge and Elphin 
Bank. Another application to develop a Heritage Led Regeneration 
Plan for Castlerea was submitted. A decision is awaited.  
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EU JUST TRANSITION START (New Fund) 

 

A new fund was announced in February; €30 million START Scheme to 
support local climate action. As part of the European Union's Just 
Transition Fund (EU JTF) programme, which is co-funded by the 
Government of Ireland and the EU, €30 million is being provided to local 
authorities in the Midlands EU Just Transition Territory to support their 
local climate action. The new scheme, Supporting a Sustainable 
Transition through Climate Action for a Resilient Territory 
(START) will support local authority-led Climate Action Plan 
infrastructure projects and feasibility studies that align with the EU JTF 
programme.  
 
Four Expressions of Interest  for projects in 
Castlerea,  Ballyforan,  Elphin and a Termonbarry were submitted by 
the Economic Development and Regeneration teams for funding. Full 
applications will be developed if these proceed past the EOI stage.  

 

CASTLEREA TOWN CENTRE FIRST PLAN 

 
 
 

TOWN TEAMS 

 

The Town Centre First Plan for Castlerea was finalised and 
submitted to the Department in February 2026.   This was the 
culmination of 18 months work with the community in Castlerea 
and the Castlerea Town Team to develop a Town Centred plan 
for Castlerea.  
 
 
 
 

The annual work plan for each of the 6 Town 
Teams is being submitted for approval. Engagement with each 
of the Town Teams is ongoing with a view to supporting their 
work and progressing projects in their respective areas.  
 

 

PROJECTS 

 

Castlerea – Bennett’s Walled Garden – the Part 8 planning was 
approved at the MD meeting on March 9th 2026.    
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TOURISM 

REGIONAL 

 

 

Regional 
• Failte Ireland Monthly Briefing Meeting – update on projects and 

marketing initiatives.  
• Fáilte Ireland Upper Shannon, Shannon Erne and Border DEDP 

meeting. Tourism Officer presented an update on actions contained 
within the plan.  

• Failte Ireland 2026 Marketing Campaign briefing attended, local 
marketing plan to align with national plans 

• LGMA National Tourism Conference planning meeting with the LGMA 
organisers. (conference planned for 14-15 May 2026) 

• National Famine Way 2026 Regional Roadshow attendance and 
participation and Strokestown Park. 
 

 
 

 
 

COUNTY 

 

• Visit Roscommon Marketing and Promotion ongoing: 
– Marketing RFQ reviewed, and assessment of proposals carried out 
- Social Media Management, Content Development and Review 
- Marketing support for Easter Festivals and events provided  
-Engagement with Tourism Trade to gather content  
-Update of Visit Roscommon Website with blogs, new tourism trade 
information etc  

• Hodson Bay Waterfront Park Design Meetings attended & associated 
actions follow up.  
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• Hot Air Ballooning Festival planning for 2026 – Meetings held with 
Lough Key, Town Team and key businesses and work commenced on 
a draft week-long Hot Air Ballooning Festival itinerary.  

• Boyle Food and Heritage Trail Project Planning – Map of trail finalised 
with designer and circulated to stakeholders for approval. Marketing 
strategy being developed for promotion 

• Tourism Trade site visits by Tourism Officer in North of the County 
• Creative Ireland grant application adjudication participation by 

Tourism Officer. 
• Meetings to identify and discuss potential projects for the 2026 ORIS 

funding scheme. 
• Tourism Officer attended and completed a one-day UPLIFT course 

delivered by TUS Athlone on the use of VR and AI technologies in 
tourism promotion. 

• Roscommon Tourism Network sub group meeting to discuss 
potential Clan Heritage project placing Roscommon as a leading 
destination to learn about Gaelic Ireland and discover Clan Heritage 
trails 

• WDC briefing attended to participate in a creative mapping project 
being rolled out for the region. 

 
 

JUST TRANSITION FUND TOURISM ACTIVATOR  

 

• Continued work with successful applicants to progress projects and 
drawdown funding 

o All projects have completed procurement. 
o Two projects have taken delivery of outdoor recreation 

equipment-  
o Arigna Mining Experience has completed the design phase 

and moved to the exhibition upgrade. 
o Two projects are currently under construction 

 
• Assistance in the claim drawdown process to Fáilte Ireland, 

consultation on timescales for drawdown and cashflow. 
• Proactively working with potential new tourism product in the 

County- two of which are currently in planning process 
 

Networking: 
 

• Continued work with the Tourism Steering Committee on the 
achievement of objectives agreed at the February meeting. 

• Continued attendance at EU Just Transition events organised by 
Fáilte Ireland and EMRA 

• Collaboration with LEO and Tourism activators across the Just 
Transition Region on delivery of training and upskilling. 

• Ongoing work in the development of cross county cluster network 
events in the region. 

o Regional Discovery Tour – next event scheduled for May 
2026 
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HERITAGE – BIODIVERSITY 

BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN 

 

The process of developing and drafting BAP for the county is continuing.  
With discussion document, and some actions in draft form.  The 
Biodiversity Working group members have been agreed in principle with 
the inclusion of a number of NGO’s and community interest groups.   
 

 

LOCAL BIODIVERSITY ACTION FUND 

 
An application for funding of ten projects has been submitted for 2026 to 
at total value of €111,205 (incl. 15% contribution from RCC).  Formal 
approval of this fund is not usually received until May each year but 
procurement of services for the various project is ongoing subject to 
funding approval.  
 

LOCAL HERITAGE COUNCIL BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN FUND 

 

An application under the aforementioned fund was successful.  This 
grant fund is open to local authorities with a Biodiversity Officer in post.  
The fund is to facilitate the development and implementation Local 
Biodiversity Action Plan and an application was submitted for the 
maximum amount of €20,000 subject to 25% match funding from RCC.  
 

HERITAGE COUNCIL QUARTERLY TRAINING/BIODIVERSITY OFFICER TRAINING 
PROGRAMME  

 
Attended training in Kilkenny 11/03/2026 -12/03/2026. 
Topics included: Heritage Council updates - Education, 
Skills and Training Policy and Programme, Nature 
Restoration Law, biodiversity and planning systems, peer 
to peer learning and site visits to Acorn Project, and St 
Lactains Church Freshford for biodiversity and heritage 
short film.  
 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & STEERING GROUP MEETINGS  

 

The B.O. attended the Local Authority Ecologist Forum hosted by the 
NPWS, this forum is to enhance knowledge sharing between local 
authorities and develop consistent approaches across the local authority 
sector and other state agencies.  The BO also attended is the White 
Clawed Crayfish Species Action Plan (SAP) stakeholder meeting, hosted 
by the NPWS as part of consultation on the development of SAP for this 
protected species. 
The BO undertook a number of outreach activities for this quarter 
including meeting with Community Wetlands Forum new development 
officer with a view to expanding the network of communities engaging 
with the forum in the county.   
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Academic staff from University of Galway and post doctorate 
researchers visited a number of Turlough sites in the county, part of the 
day was to develop future research activities in the county by the 
institution.   
Ongoing engagement was carried out with interested parties and 
community groups on biodiversity projects in their local area and 
potential funding opportunities available. 

 

BIODIVERSITY NEWS 

 

Notices/events were circulated on e-mail and social media in November 
via biodiversity@roscommoncoco.ie and RCC social media outlets.    
 
 

 

CULTURAL AND BUILT HERITAGE 

HERITAGE COUNCIL QUARTERLY TRAINING/HERITAGE OFFICER TRAINING 
PROGRAMME  

 
Attended training in Kilkenny 11/03/2026 -12/03/2026. 
Topics included: Heritage Council updates - Education, 
Skills and Training Policy and Programmes, Planning case 
law, site visits to St Canice’s Cathedral and St Lactains 
Church Freshford.  
 

 

ROYAL SITES OF IRELAND UNESCO BID 

 

Working Group meeting took place 27/03/2026. Agenda items included: 
IHM Activity update, WHSIF Projects 2026, Comparative Analysis for 
UKGOV, Budget + Resourcing, Community engagement + 
communications and updates from OPW & NMS.  
 

 

HERITAGE FORUM 

 

Meeting 1/2026 took place in Drum 26/03/2026 followed by a site 
visit to Drum Heritage Centre  
 

 

SEACHTAIN NA GAEILGE 

 

A social media post was shared as gaeilge to promote RCC’s Oidhreacht 
webpage sharing heritage publications and information in Irish 
https://www.roscommoncoco.ie/coco/en/services/community/heritage/heritag
e/oidhreacht/ 

mailto:biodiversity@roscommoncoco.ie
https://www.roscommoncoco.ie/coco/en/services/community/heritage/heritage/oidhreacht/
https://www.roscommoncoco.ie/coco/en/services/community/heritage/heritage/oidhreacht/
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The Annual Gaeltacht Scholarship Scheme was advertised and RCC received 45 
applications.  Six gaeltacht Scholarships will be awarded in 2026. 
 

 A number of coircle comhrá groups were supported during Seachtain na Gaeilge 
for events in their communities. 

 

THE STORIES OF LOUGH REE 

 

The Heritage Offices of Roscommon, Westmeath & Longford County Councils in 
association with Oliver Fallen from Bailey & Blake Productions collaborated on a 
cultural project exploring the rich history, culture, and stories surrounding Lough 
Ree. A series of 4 x engaging short films were launched at a screening event in 
Hodson Bay Hotel 19/03/2026. There was also live music and poetry recitals. View 
the series playlist on youtube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FYR0GYlrm4o&list=PLVOpe__K0eKsQORo4
NDP4nwzUoCg8oYex 
Funded by @ Roscommon County Council @ Creative Ireland Programme 2025 

 

HERITAGE NEWS 

 

9 x emails circulated in March 2026 = 18 emails circulated in 2026 
5 x post submitted to comms = 7 social media posts in 2026. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FYR0GYlrm4o&list=PLVOpe__K0eKsQORo4NDP4nwzUoCg8oYex
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FYR0GYlrm4o&list=PLVOpe__K0eKsQORo4NDP4nwzUoCg8oYex


78 
 

ROADS AND 
TRANSPORTATION 
 

ROAD WORKS PROGRAMME 2026 

NATIONAL ROAD PROJECTS 

NATIONAL ROAD GREENWAY PROJECTS 

NATIONAL ROADS – ACTIVE TRAVEL 

ACTIVE TRAVEL INVESTMENT PROGRAMME 

FLOOD RELIEF PROGRAMMES 

LOCAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEME 

COMMUNITY INVOLVMENT SCHEMES 

ROAD OPENING LICENCES 

ABNORMAL LOAD PERMITS 

BROADBAND 
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ROAD WORKS PROGRAMME 2026 
The 2026 funding for national regional and local roads, active travel and non-public roads as 
detailed below at Table 1 will benefit towns, villages and communities across the county. It will 
improve connectivity, support local businesses, and make journeys to school, work, and other 
activities safer for the benefit of all users.  
 

Table 1:  County Roscommon National, Regional, Local Roads, Active Travel Non-Public Roads 
Allocations 2026 

Funding Source 2026 Allocation  % of Total 

Department of Transport €23,384,740.00 18.61% 

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) €94,647,130.00 75.31% 

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) – Greenways and 
National Roads Active Travel €1,890,000.00 1.50% 

National Transport Authority – Active Travel Investment 
Programme €3,250,000.00 2.59% 

Department of Rural and Community Development – Local 
Improvement Scheme €695,560.00 0.55% 

Roscommon County Council – Own Resources €2,500,600.00 1.99% 

Total €125,672,470.00 100.00% 
 

The Road Works Scheme 2026 for the three Municipal Districts were adopted at the Municipal 
District meetings held in March 2026 is summarised at table 2 below. 
Table 2: 

 
 

Grant Description National

Primary

National 

Primary & 

National 

Secondary 

National

Secondary

Regional

Roads

Local

Roads

Low Cost 

Safety 

Measures

Contingencies CIS Bridge 

Rehabilit

ation

Drainage Former 

National 

Roads 

Specific 

Improve

ment 

Works 

Climate 

Change 

Adaptation

Other 

Works

Total

Ordinary Maintenance 155,705 183,838 339,543

Winter Maintenance 146,672 157,998 304,670

Route Lighting 55,493 84,079 139,572

LA Eng. Support-

Maintenance Schemes

57,300 57,300

Ordinary Maintenance - 

Discretionary Grant

800,000 1,934,300 290,000 3,024,300

Restoration Maintenance 

Grant - Surface Dressing 

154,000 2,991,500 3,145,500

Winter Maintenance Grant-

ex Discretionary Grant

276,200 276,200

Training Grant 74,000 74,000

Maintenance and 

Contingencies

1,377,900 30,000 1,407,900

Public Lighting 0 1,092,700 1,092,700

TOTALS - MAINTENANCE 

WORKS

357,870 57,300 425,9151,230,200 6,303,700 0 30,000 0 0 0 0 1,456,700 9,861,685

Improvement Works - 

includes Greenways 

92,430,000 820,000 93,250,000

LA Eng. Support 

Improvement Schemes

2,446,045 2,446,045

Bridge Rehabilitation 

Grant

510,500 510,500

Restoration Improvement 

Grant -  SR/RR 

4,185,000 9,614,500 45,000 13,844,500

PSCI: Survey Support 29,000 29,000

Low Cost Safety 

Improvement Grant 

555,000 555,000

Drainage Grant 722,500 722,500

Climate Change 

Adaptation and Resilience 

Works 

695,000 695,000

Strategic Regional and 

Local Road Grant 

50,000 50,000

Specific Improvement 

Grant 

300,000 300,000

Speed Limit Review Signs 0 0

Community Involvement 

Scheme (CIS)

158,240 158,240

TOTALS - IMPROVEMENT 

WORKS

92,430,000 2,446,045 820,0004,185,000 9,643,500 555,000 0 158,240 510,500 722,500 50,000 300,000 695,000 45,000 112,560,785

TOTALS - ALL WORKS 92,787,870 2,503,345 1,245,9155,415,20015,947,200 555,000 30,000 158,240 510,500 722,500 50,000 300,000 695,0001,501,700122,422,470
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N5 BALLAGHADERREEN -
SCRAMOGE 
The Ballaghaderreen to Scramoge 
Road Project is 33.4km in length and 
extends from the east tie-in of the N5 
Ballaghaderreen By-pass to Scramoge 
and bypasses Frenchpark, 
Bellanagare, Tulsk and Strokestown.  
An Bord Pleanála approved the 
scheme and confirmed the CPO in 

January 2019.  
Land and property acquisition continues. Government and TII approval to award the main 
construction contract was received in September 2023. The contract was awarded to Wills Bros 
Ltd. on 25 October 2023. Construction works are progressing very well and are on schedule to 
complete in 2027. A 1km realigned section of the R368 was opened to the public in late Dec. 
2024. A 2km realigned section of the N61 (including N5 / N61 and Shankill roundabout junctions) 
opened to the public on 11 September 2025.  
Section 1 comprising 7km at the western end of the project was officially opened by Minister 
Darragh O’Brien TD on 26 March 2026, 19 months ahead of schedule. 

 
 
N61 ST. JOHN’S JUNCTION OPTIMISATION 
The N61 St John’s Church Junction Optimisation project centres on a 450m severed section of 
the old N61 which has three junctions with the current N61. These three junctions service the 
church, graveyard and surrounding Glanduff Townland. In addition, the project covers the L2004 

The Opening Ceremony of Section 1 (Frenchpark Bypass)  
of the N5 Ballaghaderreen to Scramoge Road Project 

26th March 2026 
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Rahara Junction immediately to the south. The proposed intervention at this location seeks to 
reduce the number of direct access points onto the National Road and rationalise the layout 
thereby improving safety by increasing the visibility envelope of drivers accessing the National 
Road and reducing the number of conflict points. 
 
Roscommon County Council (RCC) in conjunction with Roscommon National Roads Regional 
Office (RNRRO) prepared a Feasibility & Options Report (F&O) for the project which was 
subsequently approved by TII in August 2024. Following a procurement process, RoadPlan 
Consulting was appointed by RCC in January 2025 to undertake the planning and design phases 
(TII Phases 2 to 5) of the project. Throughout 2025 RoadPlan developed up a number of junction 
optimisation proposals. A Public Consultation (PC) presenting the preferred junction option was 
held on the 8th of December 2025. The feedback received during the consultation was generally 
positive. The Options Selection Report was completed in January 2026 and submitted to TII. 
Phase 3 Design and Environmental Evaluation work is ongoing. 
 

N61 ST. BRIGID’S JUNCTION OPTIMISATION 
The Junction Optimisation Scheme for St. Brigid's is approximately 1.8km in length and centred 
around the substandard crossroads junction leading to St. Brigid’s GAA club and the surrounding 
area. The proposed intervention seeks to reduce the number of direct access points onto the 
National Road and rationalise the layout thereby improving safety by increasing the visibility 
envelope of drivers accessing the National Road and reducing the number of conflict points. 
RCC in conjunction with RNRRO prepared a Feasibility & Options Report (F&O) for the project 
which was subsequently approved by TII in August 2024. Following a procurement process, Amey 
OW Ireland was appointed by RCC in January 2025 to undertake the planning and design phases 
(TII Phases 2 to 5) of the project. To date the Options Report has been completed and work has 
commenced on Phase 3 Design and Environmental Evaluation.  
 

N61 TULSK TO CLASHAGANNY ROAD PROJECT 
This project involves the realignment of approximately 4km of the N61 National Secondary route 
from Tulsk village to Clashaganny. The proposed LA development was published in accordance 
with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations and approved at the Plenary Meeting of 
Roscommon County Council held in February 2023. That decision was the subject of a judicial 
review brought before the High Court and Roscommon County Council agreed to the setting 
aside of the decision reached in February 2023. A review of the previous option selection and 
scheme design has been completed. The preparation of tender documentation for the 
procurement of a Lead Technical Consultant to progress the project through TII Phases 3 Design 
& Environmental Evaluation and Phase 4 Statutory Process is ongoing with the appointment 
anticipated in Q2 2026. 
 

N61 TULSK TO GORTNACRANNAGH ROAD PROJECT 
This project involves the realignment and improvement of approximately 6km of the N61 National 
Secondary Road between Tulsk village and the new N5 crossing of the N61 at Gortnacrannagh 
Townland. TII approved the appointment of Lead Technical Consultants and independent 
specialists to progress the project through the planning phases. Roughan & O’ Donovan-AECOM 
Alliance (ROD-A) was appointed in July 2022. Phases 0 and 1 have been completed. The Phase 2 
Options Selection Report was u issued to TII in October 2025. The project has not received any 
funding allocation under the 2025 and 2026 TII Grant Allocations. 
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NATIONAL ROAD PAVEMENT PROJECTS  
Roscommon County Council has not received any funding allocation in respect of national road 
pavements in 2026. Design and Contract documentation are being prepared for the pavement 
overlay projects identified in the current TII Pavement programme. The preparation of contract 
documentation for the N61 Boyle to Treanagry pavement scheme is ongoing. 
 
N4 CARRICK ON SHANNON BYPASS AND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT 
PROJECT 
N4 Carrick on Shannon Bypass and Traffic Management Project involves the provision of a 
transport solution, which includes a new crossing of the River Shannon, to relieve the significant 
traffic congestion on the N4 through Carrick on Shannon / Cortober. Following TII approval to 
proceed to Phase 3 (Design and Environmental Evaluation). Leitrim County Council decided to 
prioritise the progression of the town bypass and associated traffic demand management and 
active travel measures through subsequent development phases. ARUP commenced Phase 3 of 
the project development in June 2023. Landowner and stakeholder consultation, the 
environmental impact assessment process, and the preparation of the development consent 
and the suite of appraisal documentation are all ongoing. 

 
 

GREENWAY PROJECTS 
 
 
 

 
Lough Ree Greenway project involves the provision of a greenway linking Athlone, 
Ballyleague/Lanesborough and Roscommon Town. The project links into the proposed Galway 
to Athlone cycleway scheme in the Athlone area.  RPS has been appointed to provide Technical 
Consultancy Services to progress the project in accordance with TII Project Managers Manual for 
Greenway Projects.  Phase 0 deliverables were completed in 2022.  Phase 1 deliverables were 
completed in 2023/2024.  Following TII approval, RPS commenced Phase 2 Options Selection in 
late 2024.  A dedicated project website was set up during Q1 2025, www.loughreegreenway.ie .  
Public Consultation No.2 took place in the Hodson Bay Hotel, Athlone, on 11th March 2025.  A 
total of 250 submissions were received during the consultation period which ran from 
11/03/2025 to 11/04/2025.  Phase 2 deliverables are ongoing including preparation of Phase 2 
Options Selection Report.    
 
Lough Key Greenway is the adopted name for proposed greenway linking Lough Key and Carrick-
on-Shannon, with a potential connection to Boyle. Phase 0 deliverables were completed during 
2023.  Phase 1 deliverables were completed during 2024.  AECOM-Roughan & O’Donovan were 
appointed in Q1 2025 to provide Technical Consultancy Services to progress the project in 
accordance with TII Project Managers Manual for Greenway Projects.  Phase 2 Options Selection 
commenced in Q1 2025.  A dedicated project website was set up during Q2 2025, 
www.loughkeygreenway.ie .  Public Consultation No. 2 took place in Lough Key Forest & Activity 
Park, Boyle on 24th June 2025.  A total of 70 submissions were received during the consultation 
period which ran from 24/06/2025 to 18/07/2025.  Phase 2 deliverables are ongoing including 
preparation of Phase 2 Options Selection Report.    
 
Mid Shannon Greenway is the adopted name for proposed greenway project in the area of 
Ballyleague/Lanesborough, Strokestown, Roosky and Termonbarry.  This Greenway links into 

http://www.loughreegreenway.ie/
http://www.loughkeygreenway.ie/
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Athlone to Ballyleague/Lanesborough/Roscommon Town Greenway scheme.  Phase 0 
deliverables were completed in 2022. Public Consultation No.1 took place in the Percy French 
Hotel, Strokestown on 19th April 2023.  Phase 1 deliverables were completed during Q4 2023.  
Procurement of Technical Consultancy Services for Phases 2-4 of TII’s Project Management 
Guidelines is ongoing. 

 
 

ACTIVE TRAVEL PROJECTS 

Funding is being provided by TII to progress the following Active Travel 
projects: - 
Á AT N5 Bellanagare; 
Á AT N5 Frenchpark; 
Á AT N5 Strokestown; 
Á AT N5 Tulsk; and 
Á AT N5 Tulsk to Rathcroghan 

 
The N5 AT Strokestown project is being progressed in-house by Roscommon NRRO.  
 
A Technical Consultant (Roughan & O’Donovan) was appointed in September 2023 to assist 
Roscommon County Council progress the other four projects through Phases 2-4 of TII’s Project 
Management Guidelines. 
 
AT N5 Tulsk to Rathcroghan is progressing through Phase 2 Options selection. The other four 
projects are progressing through Phase 3. Public consultations were held on the N5 Bellanagare 
and N5 Tulsk to Rathcroghan AT projects during Q2 2025. Public consultations were held on the 
N5 Tulsk and N5 Frenchpark AT projects during Q3 2025, respectively.  
 

 
ACTIVE TRAVEL INVESTMENT PROGRAMME 
(NTA) 
Building on the successful delivery of active travel projects under the 
previous programme for government the ‘Programme for Government 
2025: Securing Ireland’s Future’ confirms the new Government’s 

commitment to continued investment in sustainable transport infrastructure. As part of this 
initiative, Roscommon County Council has been allocated €3,250,000 for projects in 2026 from 
the National Transport Authority (NTA). This funding, designated under the Active Travel 
Investment Programme, aims to enhance walking, cycling and public transport infrastructure in 
areas beyond major urban centres. By developing high quality facilities, the programme will 
encourage more people to embrace active and sustainable travel, supporting climate action 
while improving connectivity and accessibility for everyone.  
  
Á Significant progress continues to be made on the Ballaghaderreen Town Development 

Scheme. Works are due to commence in the square in April with the overall construction 
projected to be substantially completed by July 2026.   

Á Construction of the Active Travel project at Carrick-On-Shannon Train Station 
commenced in late March with works expected to be completed by the end of April.    
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Á The L7055 Ardsallagh Woods, Roscommon Town project is progressing through the final 
stages of design with the Design Consultants finalising the tender documents for its 
construction.   

Á The Preliminary Design stage has now commenced on the Roscommon Town Schools 
Pedestrian/Cycle Bridge Link project. 

Á The Preliminary Design stage has now commenced on the Bealnamullia, Athlone Active 
Travel scheme. 

Á Part 8 for the R363 Claremont (Ballyforan) Active Travel Safety Measures was published in 
February.  This process is ongoing.  
  

 
Under the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Programme, design work continues for projects at the 
following Schools with some progressing to construction in 2026: 

 
 Scoil na nAingeal Naofa National School, Boyle 
 St. Attracta’s National School, Ballaghaderreen.   
 St. Patrick's National School, Ballyfarnon 
 Brusna National School, Ballaghaderreen 
 Camcloon National School, Ballydangan 
 Cornafulla National School, Cornafulla 
 St. Ciaran’s National School, Moore 

 
In November 2025, four additional National Schools were selected for Round Four of the 
programme with the preparation of Audit and Delivery Plans for these Round Four SRTS projects 
is now underway.  These schools are: 

 Gaelscoil de hÍde, Ros Comáin, Cnoc na Crúibe, Bóthar na Gaillimhe, Ros Comáin. 
 Roxboro NS, Derrane. 
 St. Patricks NS, Frenchpark, Dúngar (Frenchpark),  
 St. Michael’s Special School, Roselawn Drive, Castlerea. 

 
 

Work on the Bus Stop Enhancement Programme (BSEP) is 
ongoing with designs currently underway for continued 
improvements to the bus stop infrastructure across the 
County in 2026. 
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FLOOF RELIEF PROGRAMME 
 

 

Individual 
Property 
Protection 

 Some localised pumping has occurred in the Ballagh area, no deployment 
of sandbags was needed in Q1. No homes or road have been endangered 
this winter around Lough Funshinagh.   

Interim Flood 
Relief Scheme  

 Interim scheme recommenced pumping on 17th December 2025. Pumping 
has continued for duration of Q1. Pump rates have been up to 300l/s. More 
than 400mm has been removed from Lough Funshinagh in the period. All 
monitoring of Lough Funshinagh and the Cross River has occurred in 
accordance with Planning consent. No concerns downstream on the Cross 
River have arisen.  
Holland Special Pumps developed and manufactured new buoyancy 
system for the Pontoon. This work was successful complete and installed 
in March and did not impact on the operation of the pumps.  

Permanent 
Climate 
Adaptation 
Project 

 Roscommon County Council continues to advance the development of a 
permanent solution for the challenges posed by Lough Funshinagh. 
Engineering firms Malachy Walsh and Partners, along with ARUP, are 
currently working on an application for planning consent.  
 
Following preliminary studies and public consultation, an emerging 
preferred option was presented to the public in April 2025. As part of the 
process, additional constraints on that emerging preferred route were 
encounter during assessments, therefore, in line with best practice, 
reassessment of all options is underway.  
 
Extensive Technical and Environmental Works has occurred in Q1 2026 
including Ground Investigations, Habitat and Winter Bird Survey, 
Bathymetric and LiDAR surveys, and Refinement of the Hydraulic models for 
Lough Funshinagh. Stakeholder Engagement has been ongoing with GSI, 
National Monuments Services and Inland Fisheries Ireland. 
 
Current programme provides for Preferred Option Selection in Q3 2026 and 
Planning Application by end of 2026. 
 

 
CFRAM Programme 

 

Bogganfin 
Project 

In 2021, Roscommon County Council received an OPW funding offer of 
€350,000. Despite extensive efforts, a consultant has not yet been appointed. 
OPW is currently reviewing a revised tender brief. 
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Carrick-on-Shannon 
Flood Relief Scheme 

Leitrim County Council, the lead authority, in conjunction with 
Roscommon County Council and the Office of Public Works (OPW) are 
progressing the Carrick-on-Shannon Flood Relief Scheme. Carrick-on-
Shannon and Cortober are prone to flooding from the River Shannon and 
its tributaries. The project involves the assessment and development of 
a flood relief scheme and other measures to manage the existing flood 
risk in Carrick on Shannon and Cortober, and also the potential for 
significant increases in this risk due to climate change, ongoing 
development and other pressures that may arise in the future. NIS and 
EIAR are currently in progress. Current Programme indicates that 
Planning will be submitted in Q3 of 2026. 

 

 

 
 
LOCAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEMES 
 

Administering Department Department of Rural and Community Development 

Roads Covered Non-public roads 

Expressions of Interest Advertised by the Council in December 2025 

Allocation (2026) €695,560 

Funding Arrangement Co-funded by the Department, beneficiary contributions, 
and Council resources (amenity roads) 

Current Status Fifty-one applications received. 11 valid, 29 at further 
information/ being processed and 11 invalid 

Beneficiary Contribution (≤5 
beneficiaries) 

10% 

Beneficiary Contribution (6+ 
beneficiaries) 

15% 

Maximum Individual 
Contribution 

€1,200 (where all beneficiaries participate) 

 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT SCHEMES 

Funding Body Department of Transport 

Scheme Purpose Funding for eligible works on regional and local roads, 
including general maintenance, drainage works, pavement 
works and footpaths 
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Minimum Community 
Contribution (Monetary) 

8% 

Minimum Community 
Contribution (Works in Kind) 

20% (applies to local roads only) 

Basis for Contribution Determined by whether the local contribution is monetary 
or provided through works 

Current Status Three schemes being advanced in 2026 

Roscommon County Council 
Grant Allocation (2026) 

€158,240 

 

  
ROAD OPENING LICENCES 

Requirement Excavations in a public road or footpath require a Road 
Opening Licence 

Application Method Applications are submitted via the Road Management Office 
central portal (www.rmo.ie) 

Processed by Roads Department, Roscommon County Council 

Licence Conditions Conditions and applicable fees are attached to each licence 

Number of New Applications 190 applications received in Q1 2026 
 

 

ABNORMAL LOAD PERMITS 

Purpose Applies to vehicles carrying abnormal or indivisible loads on 
public roads 

Legal Basis Required where gross weight, axle weight, dimensions, or 
projecting limits exceed legal limits 

Relevant Regulations Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Vehicles) Regulations 
2003 

When a Permit is Required When loads exceed the limits set out in the 2003 Regulations 

Application Requirements Submission of the appropriate application form and payment 
of the prescribed fee. Applicants must give four clear days’ 
notice (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and Bank Holidays) to 
the Commissioner of the Garda Síochána, with a copy of the 
application 

Permits Issued The Council issued 13 Abnormal Load Permits to the end of Q1 
2026 
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National Broadband Plan/National Broadband Ireland  
Road Opening licences for network build and new connections with all 
processed in a timely manner by RCC Roads department. There are 13 out of 17 
deployment areas ready to Pre-order/ Order in County Roscommon. The 
remaining four are the smaller DAs (Cloonfad, Dowra, Knock and Riverstown) 
and will be completed by end of 2026. 
At the end of Q1 2026, 93% (18,161 of 19,440) premises are either connected or 
a connection is available in Roscommon. The current uptake rate by customers 

is 37% (6,642) of premises which is about mid-table compared to other local Authorities. 
 

Road Opening 
Licences  

Q1 2026      as part of 
National Broadband 
Plan (NBP) 
delivered by NBI 

Road Opening Licences in Q1 of 2026 as part of the National Broadband 
Plan (NBP) delivered by NBI is 37 licences 
 
EIR or OpenEIR have applied for licences relating to broadband 
infrastructure works with 33 licences 
 
 

Broadband 
Connection Points 
(BCPs) 
 
DigiHubs 
 
Incubation Hubs 

The RCC broadband office continues to liaise with our 9 BCP facilities 
(CAM BCP exiting the program with change of use for facility). 

Vodafone / VEI with the support of the DRCDG have installed new 
hardware as part of the new network solution Firewall web security for 
seven sites in February and March.  

The BCP usage has been positive and there has also been a noticeable 
increase in new guests.  

BCP USAGE & VISITORS DATA FOR Q1 2026  
Jan 110 
Feb 94 
Mar 11 

SIRO SIRO is continuing broadband rollout works across the county in 2026. 

Eir / OpenEIR/ 
Eircom 

Eircom (EIR) and their build division OpenEIR have continued to deliver 
high speed broadband as part of their IFN programme in the commercial 
zone. 

Digital Skills – 
Schools 

The Council provides ongoing support for primary school coding projects 
across the county. 

Microsoft 
DreamSpace 

Three national schools plan to participate in the Microsoft DreamSpace 
Showcase Event in Dublin in May 2026. 

Science Week 
Initiative 

A joint initiative between Roscommon County Council and Leitrim 
County Council is progressing an application to Science Research 
Ireland for Science Week funding. 

STEM Collaboration Collaboration with Stemtacular is ongoing with the aim of piloting a STEM 
event in Áras an Chontae. 

 


