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Roscommon County Council       

Revenue Account Income & Expenditure Summary by Service Division     

Management Accounts Summary to 30th June 2023     

 EXPENDITURE  INCOME    NET  

Expenditure Incurred up 
to 30/06/2023 

Adopted Full 
Year Budget 

 

Income 
Receivable up to 

30/06/2023 

Adopted Full 
year Budget 

 

Actual Overall Surplus/ 
(Deficit) 

  

 

  

€ € € € € 

Housing & Building 3,920,339 8,947,517  4,844,250 8,958,648  923,910 

Road Transport & Safety 8,822,424 28,908,117  5,038,082 22,164,121  (3,784,341) 

Water Services 2,757,146 6,869,635  3,124,853 6,819,363  367,708 

Development Management 3,916,136 9,072,304  1,971,290 3,002,088  (1,944,846) 

Environmental Services 2,566,198 6,700,185  307,852 1,065,136  (2,258,346) 

Recreation & Amenity 2,166,292 4,728,556  601,011 625,798  (1,565,281) 

Agriculture, Education, Health & Welfare 197,420 792,603  55,528 260,156  (141,891) 

Miscellaneous Services 2,419,257 6,039,949  1,289,971 5,683,092  (1,129,286) 

Central Management Charges 2,937,859 0  162,074 0  (2,775,785) 

Local Government Fund/General Purpose Grant 0 0  5,378,317 10,756,600  5,378,317 

Pension Levy 0 0  0 0  0 

Rates 0 0  6,239,169 12,723,862  6,239,169 

 29,703,068 72,058,866  29,012,397 72,058,866  (690,672) 

        

Note 1; 

The Central Management Charge is allocated one month in arrears.  The costs included in the Central Management Charge are distributed among Divisions A-H and include 
costs from Area Offices, Corporate Affairs, Corporate buildings, Finance, Human Resources, IT Print & Post Room Services, Pension & Lump Sums.     
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Summary of Major Collections as at 30th June 2023 

Opening 
Balance Accrued 

Vacant 
Property 

Adjustments 
Write 

Off/Waivers 
Total for 

Collection Collected 
Closing  
Balance 

Specific 
Doubtful 
Arrears % Collection 

% Collection 
Previous 

Year 

          

1,343,850 12,478,766 570,799 61,631 13,190,186 8,206,628 4,983,557 20,817 62%        59% 

          

          

524,603 3,033,229  (6,229) 3,564,061 2,949,162 614,899  83% 85% 

          

          

135,470 149,995    285,465 190,460 95,005  67% 54% 

 

 

Recourse to Overdraft;  

There has been no recourse to overdraft during the month of June 2023 
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT  
 

Forward Planning  

 

Various strands of work were undertaken with neighbouring Authorities during Quarter 2 in relation 

to the preparation of joint plans.  In relation to the Athlone Joint Urban Area Plan (JUAP), a number 

of meetings took place between planning officials from Roscommon and Westmeath as part of the 

pre-draft work on the preparation of an Issues Paper, which will be utilised as part of the pre-draft 

public consultation.  Tenders were also prepared in relation to aspects of the plan delivery, including 

the commissioning of a dedicated website for the Athlone JUAP. Initial engagement also commenced 

at executive level between Roscommon and Leitrim in relation to the forthcoming preparation of a 

Joint Local Area Plan for Carrick-on-Shannon (including Cortober). As part of this initial preparatory 

stage, a tender issued seeking consultants to carry out statutory Environmental Reports as part of the 

plan preparation process.   

 

In-house, the Forward Planning team continued to progress a range of pre-draft work on the 

Roscommon Town Local Area Plan and the Boyle Local Area Plan during Q2. Engagement was on-going 

with consultants commissioned to prepare the Environment Reports.   

 

Development Management and Planning Enforcement Activity 

 

The table below summarises Development Management activity in Q2. A total of 115 valid planning 

applications were received. Decisions issued on 79 planning applications, of which 71 (89%) were 

grants of permission.  

 

There was a significant increase in the number of Section 5 Declarations of Exempted Development 

sought (35 in Q2 2023, compared to 6 in the same period in 2022). A large number relate to 

refurbishment works / extensions to vacant dwellings and are understood to be associated with 

funding applications for the Croí Cónaithe grant.  

 

Online planning went live in Roscommon County Council on June 28th, enabling the submission of 

planning applications and the making of third party submissions / observations electronically. In the 

preceding months, a core group of Planning, ICT and Finance staff were involved in extensive 

background preparatory work.  In addition, planning staff who will be involved in using the new 

system received online training at various stages in May and June.  Roscommon County Council hosted 

a webinar for agents in June, at which presentations were given by members of the LGMA Online 

Planning Project Team, and included explanation of how to use the new system and the time and cost 

saving benefits to agents and applicants in submitting planning applications online.  
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Development Management Statistics 

 

Period 
 
 

Activity  Roscommon North Roscommon South  Totals 

 
 
Q2 2023 
 
 

Valid Applications1  60 55 115 

Extension of Duration  0 1 0 

DED 28 7 35 

Pre-planning meeting 29 27 56 

 

________________________________ 
1 The invalid applications metric was introduced into Monthly Management Reports mid quarter and 
is not therefore included in this report for the full quarter. 
 
Enforcement Activity  
 

Period Activity  Countywide Totals 

 
 
Q2 2023  

New enforcement case 15 

General letter 23 

Warning letter  22 

Enforcement notice  8 

Closed case  8 

Legal proceedings  1 

 

Unfinished Housing Developments (UHD) 
 

Activity relating to site resolution works was on-going in a number of unfinished housing developments 

in the county in Q2.  Contractors engaged by Roscommon County Council were at work in 

developments in Monksland and Termonbarry, while developers continued activity on sites in Boyle, 
Monksland and Roscommon.  

 

In April, tenders were returned for contracts for site resolution works and civil works in a number of 
housing developments. Those contracts were awarded in May for works on a total of six 
developments, and a further contract was awarded for fencing in a waterside development.  

 
Four developments were referred to Roads in June as part of the Taking in Charge process – 3 win the 
Boyle Municipal District and the fourth in the Roscommon Municipal District.  
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ECONOMIC AND DEVELOPMENT PROMOTION  
 

Local Enterprise Office: 

 

 Trading On Line Vouchers (TOVs):    
16 applications have been received and approved to-date.  Clients who received TOV approval in 
2022 and whose deadline date is approaching are being followed up.   Remote Trading Online 
Voucher Information Seminars are held regularly, with bookings accepted via the LEO 
website.  Seminars in 2023 took place on January 25th, February 22nd, March 7th, April 27th & June 
29th.  The next Remote Trading Online Voucher Information Seminar is due on August 17th 2023. 
 

 Evaluation & Approvals Meeting:    

An Evaluation Committee Meeting was held on the 28th June and 2 Priming Grants were assessed 

with grant funding approved totalling €75,655. Furthermore, with regard to the extension of the 

LEO mandate to include Manufacturing and Internationally Traded Services’ Companies 

(employing >10 and <50 full time employees) with international ambition, the Evaluation 

Committee agreed to endorse and recommend to Enterprise Ireland, for approval a Business 

Expansion Grant of €104,000, The next Evaluation Committee meeting will be scheduled for 
September 2023. 

 

 Green for Micro Scheme:    

The Green for Micro helps small businesses become more environmentally friendly and sustainable 

by providing advice and technical support covering topics such as resource efficiency, 

understanding carbon footprint and implementing an environmental management system.  LEO 

Roscommon has processed 13 applications to date in 2023. The annual target for this scheme is 14 
applications for LEO Roscommon.  Clients that have completed the Green for Micro can now apply 

for the new Energy Efficiency Grant.  

 

 DigitalStart Scheme:    

Digital Start is a pilot initiative from the Local Enterprise Office designed to help businesses prepare 

and implement a plan for the adoption of digital tools and techniques across the business. 1 
application for Digital Start has been approved in June 2023. 

 

 Technical Assistance for MicroExporters:   
Helps small businesses expand into export markets by assisting with the costs of exhibiting at 
international trade shows.  LEO Roscommon has processed 5 applications to date in 2023. 
 

 Microfinance:    

4 applications were received and sent to MFI up to June 2023. 2 approved, 1 refused and 1 pending 

decision. 2 also approved directly with MFI. Work continues on the promotion of this source of 
finance on social Media and via mentoring clinics. 

 

 Training:    

The 1st tranche of training to support the business community is underway and places are in 
demand and training is well attended.   A total of 618 participants have been facilitated in January, 
February, March, April, May & June 2023. 
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 Local Enterprise Week:    

Took place between 6th to 10th March. A record number for LEO Roscommon of 224 clients 
attended Local (202) and National Spotlight Events (22). 

 

 Remote Mentoring:   

12 Business Advice Clinics & 6 Remote Website & Social Media Review Clinics have been held since 

January with 146 clients attending the Business Advice clinics.  All bookings were taken via the LEO 

website online booking system. 43 clients in total have been facilitated through One to One 
Mentoring sessions with a further 31 in progress.     

 

 REBOOT Training Programme:   

(RTP) is a co-operative collaboration between Local Action Groups and Local Enterprise Offices in 

Mayo, Roscommon and Sligo. A finale event was held on April 19th at the Mc William Park Hotel, 

Claremorris to close the programme. Almost 100 clients attended event with 42 of these being 

from Co Roscommon. Programme now drawing to a close. 

 

 Enquiries:   

Appropriate support provided on an ongoing basis.  253 enquires were logged in January, February, 

March, April, May & June 2023. 

 

 Student Enterprise Programme:   

This programme has concluded for 2022/23 with Roscommon achieving huge success in the 
National Finals taking home 4 prizes including overall winner in the Senior Category. The 
programme will recommence in September. 

 

 National Enterprise Awards:   

Held on Thursday, 1st June 2023 in the Mansion House, Dublin. Lark Bridal, a Bridal Wear business 

based in Monksland, Athlone took home the West Region Award. It was founded in 2013 by Ruth 

Larkin, and has grown to exclusively distribute the world’s leading bridal wear brands globally. Lark 

Bridal is a very deserving winner of this year’s West Regional Enterprise Award and the team in 

Local Enterprise Office Roscommon are very proud of their achievements. We wish Ruth, Jason and 
their team every success as they continue to grow their world class business from County 

Roscommon. They epitomise the qualities of innovation, resilience, creativity and ambition that 

are necessary in all successful businesses. 

 

 Promotion:   

All LEO supports were promoted on the LEO website and on various social media platforms. 

 

 EI:   

LW continues to work with Meabh Conaghan, the new West Region Manager and Noeleen Hussey. 

 

 IDA:   

LW is keeping the line of communication open between IDA, CE & Senior Management of RCC in 
the hope of encouraging FDI to Roscommon. 

 



7  

  

COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

  

Healthy Ireland 

 

 Promotion of Men’s Health Week in Roscommon. Theme “What is your Picture of Health”.  
Invited Cathaoirleach Tom Crosby to Roscommon Town Library to officially launch, photos & 
campaign shared on all social media.   

 Collaborating with West Be Well, promoting Men's Health events across County Roscommon. 

 Skin Cancer campaign for Men’s Health Week, acquired services of an Irish Cancer Society 
Awareness Nurse.  Campaign lead within Áras an Chontae and with our outdoor staff across 
Roscommon County.  

 Outcomes approach for HIF R4 meetings with Sports partnership and Leader, works ongoing 
to individualise for each programme. 

 SLA in development for partners; Sports Partnership and Leader, HIF R4 programme delivery 
and reporting. 

 

LEADER 

 

 2 LEADER claims paid in June 

 January, February and March Admin claims approved by RCC 

 LDS review meeting with RIDC 26th June 

 

Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) 

 

 05.07.23 the LCDC met to sign off on the LDS.  The LEADER Company prepared the Local 
Development Strategy (LDS) according to the guidelines issued by the Department.   Following 
community consultations earlier in the year and desk research.   
 

 Next Scheduled LCDC meeting is 19th July 2023 following the Action Planning Workshop for 
County Roscommon.  

LECP 

 

 LECP - At the LCDC Meeting in May, the objectives that matched the 6 High Level Goals were 
drafted. Feedback was sought from the members.  It is now moving into the Action Planning 
Phase and a Workshop is planned for 19th July.    

 

 Action Planning Workshop for County Roscommon                                                
19.07.23 - Various Stakeholders have been invited to participate in the LECP Action Planning 
Workshop for County Roscommon.  Individuals will have the opportunity to see the key 
findings from the research and consultation phases, and contribute to the actions to create an 
implementation plan that is ambitious, realistic and achievable.  

 

Joint Policing Committee (JPC) 
 

 JPC Sub Committee Meeting took place 01.06.23 

 JPC Committee Meeting took place 19.06.23 

 Currently planning for the JPC Public Meeting 11th September @ 7.30 in the Abbey Hotel.  
Looking at themes and suggestions from our Last JPC Meeting. 

 13.07.03 Bridie and Una will be attending the Northern and Western Regional Networking 
Event for Joint Policing Committees. 
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 Citizen Rural Project  
 

 Last meeting took place 9th June.  Looking to push the Survey again through the various Media 
options to encourage further uptake in the Survey  

 27.06.23 – Survey was pushed again through Social media postings on FB and Instagram to 
further increase participation 

 05.07.23 Emails sent to all Council Staff/All Councillors/LCDC (Local Community and 
Development Committee/JPC (Joint Policing Committee)/LEO (Local Enterprise Office/Sports 
Partnership in order to increase participation 

 

SICAP 
 

 20th SICAP 2024-2028 procurement event; e-tender documents due to be released w/c 10th 
July for publishing 17th July 

 21st June SICAP training with RIDC and subcommittee members 

 27th June SICAP Mid-Year Review with SICAP Subcommittee; Approval for Mid-Year Review 
scheduled for LCDC 19TH July 

 Q3 Payment drawdowns submitted 20th June 

 

Community Support Fund 2022 & 2023 

 

 94 applicants have been paid - total sum of €135,413 for operating costs. There are two groups 
to be paid totalling €1,730.  (Total allocation for Operating Costs is €137,413) 

 We are now working on the Small Scale Capital and have requested applicants to forward the 
necessary documentation as soon as possible. 

 

Age Friendly  

 

 OPC AGM held on the 25th of May – Margaret Mulligan stepped down from her position as 
Chairperson.  Bernard Kearney was elected as Chairperson and Majella Dodd as Vice 
Chairperson. 

 We held our last OPC meeting for the summer on the 28th June 2023. We will reconvene in 
September where we will receive OPC training by Ms. Eileen Hughes, Midlands Regional Age 
Friendly Programme Manager. 

 Walkability Audit Roscommon Hospital – 28th June 2023. We met with Ms. Christine Rohan, 
Patient Advice and Liaison Service Co-ordinator and carried out a walkabout in the hospital 
which was quite successful. There is a team being organised and we will be an active part of 
that team. 

 Age Friendly Strategy Renewal Plan in progress. Consultation stage in process. 

 

Community Recognition Fund (CRF) 

 Approval from the Department has been granted for a total of 19 projects under the 
Community Recognition Fund.  A total sum of €654,557 has been allocated plus additional 
administration costs of €34,500.  All projects have been put forward for approval. Approval 
notification to be sent to all applicants in the next week. 
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Social Inclusion Unit 

 

 National Play Day – Scheduled for 1st July; 2 locations planned – Loughnaneane Park and 
Somers Park; €3000 grant approved by DCEDIY with additional €1500 committed by RCC 

  

Ukrainian Response Forum 

 Roscommon Community Response Forum was established in March 2022 to co-ordinate the 
community led response in the provision of assistance and support to Ukrainian Refugees in 
Co. Roscommon.  Partner agencies of the forum (Social Inclusion Measures Sub Committee 
SIM) work together to guide Refugees to the relevant services and supports required such as 
welfare, child care, health, education, employment, social and other integration needs and 
meet on a regular basis. 

    

Offer a Home 

Scheme was launched on the 24th Nov 2023.  Applications can be made via Offer a Home website and 
this will be followed up with inspections to determine the suitability of the property.  Advertisements 
of the scheme have been placed on line (RCC website and Social media) and in the local newspapers.  

 

To-date  

 

 110 properties have been offered in Co. Roscommon.   

 64 properties have been allocated to Ukrainian families.   

 4 are in the process of being offered. 

 21 houses have been withdrawn. 
 

A further local and national call for accommodation has been made 

  

There are approximately 700 Ukrainians in the County that we are aware of, however, there are also a 

number is privately arranged units of accommodation.  There are 16 accommodation Service 

Providers, three of which are under contract with Roscommon County Council and the remaining are 
under contract with IPAS.   

 

Emergency Refurbishment Ukraine Project (ERUP) 

 

A number of properties have been referred to us for the Emergency Refurbishment Programme which 

is being administered by Department of Housing.  

 

 25 Applications 

 10 closed to date – notifications to be issued to owners early July 

 1 Withdrawn 

 14 under further review 
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PPN 

 Annual PPN Reporting to Department completed 

 Attended and participated in Regional & National PPN Conferences/Meetings 

 New PPN orientation guide developed for SPC Meeting Co-ordinators and Reps. 

 Community Wellbeing Document is entering second phase of drafting and is currently with the 
Secretariat for their approval before first circulation to groups.  

 Continued Collaboration with New Climate Action Unit to support Climate Action Awareness, 
promote access to new funding information and equip communities with relevant knowledge 
and resources. 

 Continued increase in PPN Registrations during June. 

 

Pride of Place 

 Two projects have been submitted for this year’s Pride of Place Awards – Dysart and Somer’s 
park in Castlerea. 
 

Tidy Towns & Amenity Grant Scheme 2023 

Work is ongoing with the successful applicants under this scheme. 

 

Tourism 

 

Regional 

 Attended June meeting with Fáilte Ireland on the Strategic Midlands Trail Network and the 
Fáilte Ireland EU JTF Regenerative Tourism Scheme (€68m) 

 Presented at a number of events for Fáilte Ireland. 
 

County: 

 Tender awarded for Marketing Company to deliver 2023 summer and Autumn marketing 
campaign and manage social media accounts for Visit Roscommon and King House for a period 
of 12 months 

 Continued the Roscommon Tourism Trade Networking sessions. 

 Arranged itineraries for a number of groups visiting the County. 

 Worked with King House to arrange staff for opening and events for the Summer period.  
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REGENERATION UNIT  
 

Town Centre First  
 

Strokestown TCF Plan Process 

 Town Regeneration Officer (TRO) worked with consultants in final round of consultations with 
Town Team and internal unit heads of RCC 

 Meeting held in Strokestown on June 8th with Town Team to present final draft. Members 
agreed to review and submit comments – comments added into final report before being 
circulated again for Town Team to review in July. 

 TRO attended 3 national TRO Network meetings which included inputs from DRCD, Heritage 
Council and Digital Blueprint consultants. 

 

Town Teams 

 TRO commenced meetings with each Town Team – so far meetings have been held with 
Strokestown, Ballaghaderreen, Castlerea and Boyle with other town teams due to be met in 
next quarter. 

 A review of Town team plans for 2023 has been completed and a workshop on annual planning 
for Town Teams will be organised in Autumn.  

 Meeting has also been held with Elphin Development Group. 

 

Linkages with External Stakeholders 

 TRO presented to visiting students from NUIG on regeneration approaches in Roscommon. 

 TRO presented on Regeneration approach in Roscommon at Placemaking Conference in Belfast 

 Subsequently, a request for study visit for Masters in Planning students has been requested by 
QUB in early July to include 20 students staying and visiting local towns. 

 

Funding Schemes Involvement from Economic Development 

 

Urban Regeneration Development Fund 

 TRO presented the detail of all URDF Funded schemes to Dept. of Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage Officials on May 12th, followed by tour of completed projects and planned 
projects. 

 

Rural Regeneration Development Fund 

 Involved with Capital Implementation Team in design phase of Monksland. 

 Identifying potential projects for next rounds of RRDF. 

 

Town and Village Schemes 

 Road show on 2023 scheme planned once 2023 dates are announced, 

 Roscommon Bound TVR Project redefined to match current economic role and commencing in 
August 2023 focusing on promoting the county and linking in with ambassadors for 
Roscommon as well as Town teams. 
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ORIS 

 Measure 1 put out to public call and work will commence on assessment and application phase 
for Department in August 2023. 

 Work underway to submit applications under the Project Development Measure. 

 ORIS Measures being rolled out by Economic Unit are; 
o Quality Framework – consultants appointed and background work commenced. 

Workshop with stakeholders organised for July 18th 2023. 
o Donamon Masterplan – background work completed. Workshop planned for July 25th 

in Donamon Castle.  
o Mote Park Promotion, Sculpture Trail, natural play area and signage to include brand 

for county outdoor recreation sites. Initial background work underway, brand 
marketing concepts and Sculpture commissions commencing in July-August.  
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LIBRARY SERVICES  
 
 
Roscommon Library Services – Q2 2023 
 
In Q2 2023, 32,500 people visited library service points across the county, to borrow 27,500 items.  
 

 

 

Library Events and Activities  
 
The library service hosted a wide range of events and activites during this quarter.  
 

 There were over 50 visits to libraries from school classes and ELCs.  
 The branches have hosted 20 Play and Stay Sessions, in collaboration with Roscommon 

Childcare Committee, to improve social and community engagement among families with 
small children, especially for those families new to Ireland or the area.  

 In Roscommon Library the Club Leabhar – Irish language book club continues to meet on a 
monthly basis, as do monthly meetings of the ‘Bond with a Book’ Social Group, Mum-2-Mum 
Support Group, Craft Club, Regari Recovery College and Creative Writing Groups in Boyle and 
Strokestown Libraries. Staff members host weekly Storytimes for preschool age children each 
Saturday in the Roscommon and Castlerea Librarys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14  

  

Right to Read 

 

Spring into Storytime was run throughout the month of April, which included 11 events held in the 
branches, involving 400 children, and included author visits, storytimes and craft sessions. 

 

The Little Library Book Bag Scheme designed to encourage library membership among children starting 

primary school in September 2023 got underway in early June, with 1000 bags being dispersed to the 
branches throughout the county. It continues until October 2023. 

 

 

 

The Summer Stars programme is run throughout the summer holidays. This year the scheme was 
launched with a special Storytelling session in Strokestown Library. The programme encourages 
children to read books for enjoyment during the summer months and offers rewards along the way. 
There will be special Storytimes and STEM Science Workshops run in all branches as part of the scheme 
in August. Up to 800 children have already signed-up to Summer Stars this year in Co. Roscommon.  

 

Mobile Library 
 

The mobile library service has continued to offer services, weekly in Ballaghaderreen, and monthly in 
Monksland, Keadue, Elphin, Ballyfarnon, Rooskey and Tarmonbarry, including 25-30 visits to schools 
and preschools. 
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Sense-Ability 
The Sense-Ability Collection continues to grow in popularity with library users since its launch in 2022. 
Use of the Sensory spaces has been increasing with a number of regular visitors making use of the 
spaces in Roscommon and Castlerea in support of their sensory needs. Borrower requests for use of 
the Sensory Toy and Resource Collection also continue to grow. 
 
Equipment for visually impaired users 
Through the support of the Dormant Accounts Fund, the library service has purchased a new device 
for Roscommon and Castlerea branches, aimed at supporting service users who are visually impaired, 
dyslexic and those with other needs. The new device is called an ‘i-See HD electronic magnifier’ which 
has been recommended specifically by the National Council for the Blind (NCBI). The equipment was 
supplied and installed by the NCBI, along with training provided for library staff and users. The device 
is designed to be easy and accessible to use. It can increase text and image size to more than 70 times 
the original size making it suitable for use by people with different levels and types of visual 
impairment. The device has settings that make letters clearly legible, aiding users with visual 
impairments, literacy needs and people with dyslexia. The library has also recently made C-Pens 
available to all branches, which are proving very popular with individuals, groups and schools. These 
are electronic pens that read aloud text as a reader is reading, ideal for those with visual impairments, 
literacy needs and people with dyslexia. 
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Bealtaine 
The Bealtaine Festival this year included author visits, poetry readings and free demonstrations by 
library staff of the library’s IT and online resources.  

 

Decade of Centenaries 
As part of the conclusion of the Decade of Centenaries (2013-23) Roscommon Library this year hosted 
a very well-attended one-day Seminar in May, ‘Roscommon in the New State’, which involved talks 
from three senior academics on life in Roscommon during and after the Irish Civil War.  
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SiarScéal 
Supported by Creative Ireland, Roscommon Library’s annual Siarscéal Literary Festival, held in 
conjunction with libraries and schools in Sligo and Leitrim has just got underway this July under a new 
Creative Coordinator. Creative Writing Workshops for teens are being held in Roscommon Library 
weekly throughout July and August with workshops planned for Sligo and Leitrim in the Autumn. The 
festival also includes the Hanna Greally Literary Awards, which includes entrants of all ages from as far 
afield as the UK, US and Canada. The Awards Presentation Day will be held in Roscommon Library in 
October-November 2023 and always generates strong interest, locally and online, and is well-covered 
by local media.   

 

Healthy Ireland at Your Library 
Healthy Ireland at Your Library events were very positively received this quarter. Men’s Health Week 
was launched in Roscommon Library and Workshops on ‘Mindfulness for Adults’, ‘Menopause & 
Perimenopause’, ‘Decluttering’ and ‘Healing with Nature’ were all very well attended. 

 

 

DRI 
 
Roscommon Library has this quarter become a member of the Digital Repository of Ireland (DRI), a 
national online database designed to improve the library’s local studies outreach and ensure ongoing 
good digital preservation policies and practice for future generations. Home - Digital Repository Ireland 
(dri.ie) 
 
Heritage Week 
 
Roscommon Library has a large number of events planned for the upcoming Heritage Week 2023, 
including 4 exhibitions, 4 in branch talks/workshops, and 2 online talks:  
What's On | National Heritage Week 12 – 20 August 2023 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://dri.ie/
https://dri.ie/
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings?q=&where%5B%5D=roscommon#listings
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 HOUSING BUSINESS UNIT  

1.0 Homelessness & Housing Allocations 
 

1.1 Homelessness 

A range of responses to homelessness in accordance with the West Framework Homelessness Action 

Plan are in place.  The Western Region Homeless Action Plan 2019-2022 is being reviewed by the lead 
Council (Galway City Council) with input from the other authorities in the region. 

 

30 = homeless cases presented in Q2, 2023 

5 = cases required short-term accommodation in Q2, 2023 

 

Breakdown Homeless figures Q2 2023 

Presentations Individuals Families Totals Households 

Breakdown of Family 

unit 

April 9 3 3 

2A & 2C 

1A & 3C 

2A 

May 7 1 1 2A 

June 14 3 3 

1A & 3C 

2A & 3C 

1A & 3C 

     

Accommodated Individuals Families Totals Households 

Breakdown of Family 

unit 

April 1 0 0 N/A 

May 0 0 0 N/A 

June 4 0 0 N/A 

 

Galway Simon is contracted to provide Housing First services to the Western Region.  Resources to 

support six Housing First applicants over a three-year period will be made available to County 
Roscommon under the Housing First programme.  A Homeless Action Team (HAT) facilitates the co-
ordination of Housing First and Housing-Led support services.   

 

To date nine referrals have been forwarded to the HAT for consideration.  Four referrals have been 

accepted for Housing-Led services and four referrals have been accepted for Housing First services. At 

present, there are three Housing First Tenancies and three Housing-Led tenancies. Other units of 

accommodation are currently being identified for the creation of further Housing First tenancies and 
Housing-Led tenancies.  One referral was submitted to the HAT in Q2, 2023 for consideration and was 

accepted for Housing First Services.  A property was identified and a support package will be agreed 
with the case worker prior to tenancy commencing. 
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1.2 Housing Assessments & Allocations    

 

335 applicants (excluding transfers) on the approved housing list at end of Q2, 2023 

168 applicants are currently in private rented accommodation with no housing support 

17 offers of accommodation made in Q2, 2023 

0 nominations made to AHB 

22 new tenants appointed/allocated in Q2, 2023 to LA dwellings 

2 AHB Tenants appointed in Q2, 2023 

0 refusals recorded in Q2, 2023 

 

2.0 Social Housing Rental Accommodation Market 
 

2.1 Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS)  

Financial support continues via the RAS Scheme for those applicants who have a long-term housing 
need.  As of 30th June 2023, there are 350 households receiving support (235 private rented and 115 
in voluntary housing) 

 

2.2 Housing Assistance Payment (HAP):   

Roscommon County Council is working closely with the Community Welfare Officers in the Department 

of Social Protection to continue the transfer of Rent Supplement recipients to the HAP Scheme. 25 HAP 
tenancies were opened in Q2 and 25 were closed in the same period.  As of 30th June 2023, there were 
408 social housing applicants in receipt of HAP.   

 

2.3 Repair & Lease Scheme (RLS)    

 

96 applications were received and were assessed since the scheme was rolled out in Q1, 2017; 

the majority of the applications related to properties outside areas of need/demand or were 

remote rural dwellings in poor condition 

4 number of lease agreements RCC has entered into under the RLS (2-1 bed apartments, a 3 
bed ground floor apartment and a 4-bed town-house in Roscommon Town) 

 

 

2.4 Leasing- Long-term Leasing and RAS-Type leases  

 

 As of 30th June, 2023, Roscommon County Council has 4 long-term leases: 3 in Boyle Town and 
1 in Roscommon Town. 

 As of 30th June, 2023, Roscommon County Council has 60 active RAS Type leases throughout 
the county. As part of Housing for All Programme, only 200 RAS Type leases nationally were 
available. RCC have been approved for 20 of those and to date, 14 have been signed up. 

 As of 30th June, 2023, there were 20 active Mortgage to Rent Scheme Leases in place (6 with 
AHB’s & 14 with HFL). The Mortgage to Rent Scheme is a government scheme to help 
homeowners who were at risk of losing their homes due to mortgage arrears. 
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3.0 Provision of Additional Social Housing Units 
 

3.1 LA Build (including turnkeys & PPP):      

 

 10 units at Windmill Rd., Elphin – Contractor Appointed, works commencing October 2022 with 
estimated completion Q4 2023/Q1 2024.  

 

 6 Units at Lake View Heights, Boyle - works commenced in July 2022 with estimated completion 
Q3 2023.  

 

 12 units at Lisnamult, Ardnanagh, Roscommon – works to commence Q1 2023 with estimated 
completion Q4 2023/Q1 2024. 

 

 27 units at Esker Lawns, Monksland – RCC received departmental approval for the turnkey 
acquisition of 3 and 4 bed houses, works commenced on site in Q3 2022 and expected phased 
completion in Q3 & Q4 2023. 
 

 4 Units at Cortober, Carrick on Shannon - RCC received stage 2 approval in Q3 2022 for the 
construction of houses on RCC lands. Part VIII Planning process complete. Expect 
commencement of works Q1 2024. 

 

 16 Units at Curlew View, Boyle – Stage 3 submission made to Department July 2023. 
Notification of planning under Planning and Development (Section 179A) Regulations 2023 
completed Q2 2023. 

 

 54 units at Sli an Choiste, Monksland – Stage 1 approved in Q3 2022 for the construction of 20 
houses due to demand concerns raised by the Department. Planning process under Planning 
and Development (Section 179A) Regulations 2023 expected to commence in Q3 2023. 

 

 1 Unit at Pound St., Ballaghaderreen – Stage 3 approved in Q3 2023 for the refurbishment of a 
vacant property owned by RCC.  Expect tender to be complete and works commence in Q3 
2023. 

 

 4 Units at Elphin (Courthouse) - Stage 2 approved Q2 2023. Notification of planning under 
Planning and Development (Section 179A) Regulations 2023 commenced Q2 2023. Expect 
commencement of works Q4 2023. 

 

 3 Units at Elphin Street, Strokestown – Stage 2 approved Q2 2023. Notification of planning 
under Planning and Development (Section 179A) Regulations 2023 commenced Q2 2023. 
Expect commencement of works Q4 2023. 

 

3.2 Housing Association Activity:   

 Tuath proposal for 35 units at Cloongowna, Monksfield, Athlone – A Building 
Agreement/Contract of Sale was entered into between Tuath Housing Association and the 
Developer on 31 October, 2019.  An extension to the back stop delivery date was sought by 
Tuath and granted by RCC and the Department. Unfortunately, delays arose. Roscommon 
County Council intervened to expedite the delivery of these. Housing Unit and Tuath continue 
to work with the developer to delivery these houses, expected completion date August 2023. 
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 Tuath Housing Association are working with a developer on a turnkey project under the Capital 
Advance Leasing Facility (CALF) model to deliver 10 units in Roscommon Town. The expected 
delivery date is Q4 2023.  

 

3.3 LA Acquisitions (including Buy & Renew) 

 

3.3.1      Buy & Renew Scheme   

The focus under the Buy and Renew is on older stock in urban areas with a view to tackling dereliction 

and improving streetscapes in urban areas of Roscommon, Castlerea, Boyle, Ballaghaderreen, Elphin 

or Strokestown.  

 

Since 1st January 2023, 5 properties have been acquired as part of Buy & Renew Scheme in 

Ballaghaderreen (3), Elphin (1) and Boyle (1). Plans to develop these properties will proceed through 

the four stage process. 

 

3.3.2      Acquisition Programme  

As of 30th June 2023, Roscommon County Council acquired 8 houses under the acquisition programme. 

Houses acquired for the following reasons: 

 Tenants in-Situ  3 
 Risk of Homelessness 3 
 Specific Need  1 
 PART V   1 

 

The Department established the Cost Rental Tenant In-Situ (CRTiS) Scheme which commenced on a 

temporary administrative basis from 1st April 2023, prior to any legislative enactments or further 

funding negotiations required to formally establish a longer-term cost rental scheme.  The tenants will 

be assessed by the LA’s and if they are eligible for CRTiS i.e. net income less than €53,000 the LA will 
refer the details to the Housing Agency. RCC has received 3 applications under the CRTIS Scheme: 

 Deemed Eligible and referred to Housing Agency 1 
 Deemed In-eligible     1 
 Application(s) currently being reviewed  1 

 

3.3.3    Derelict Sites and Dangerous Structures  

The Housing Department took over the function of Derelict Sites and Dangerous Structures and Places 

in late February / March 2022. It is intended the focus will be on the towns within the county initially. 

Roscommon County Council may acquire by agreement or compulsorily purchase any derelict site 

situated within their functional area. In April 2023, the CPO process commenced for 3 properties, 2 of 

these properties have now been vested by Roscommon County Council. 

 

Currently there are 24 properties on the Derelict Sites Register, 3 were removed in July 2023 as a result 

of works being carried out to make the property non-derelict.  A valuation report has been received 

for the majority of properties on the DS register with some currently being valued. The derelict site 

levy of 7% of the market value applies to those properties on the register. Levy demand letters have 
been issued to property owners where valuations have been completed.  Notices continue to be issued 
to owners of properties that are currently in a state of dereliction. 
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3.4 Traveller Accommodation Programme 2019-2024   

 Cluain Airne – Two 2 beds will no longer satisfy the need for the families on this site.   Stage 
1 approval will be forwarded to the Department in Q3 when approval is received 
consultants will be appointed to carry out the planning and detailed design.  

 Torpan Beg - 3 extensions to existing units. Consultants have been appointed with the 
intention to commence on site in Q3.   Following the pre-contract meeting, a letter of 
intent to be issued to the Contractor. 

 

3.5  Tenant Purchase:   

The Tenant Incremental Purchase Scheme was published under the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2014.  As at 30th June 2023, tenant purchase statistics were as follows: 

 

271 applications received to date (10 received in Q2) 

157 offers made to date (9 offers made in Q2)        

104 offers accepted to date (5 offers accepted in Q2) 

66 sales completed to date (2 houses sold in Q2) 

 

Total proceeds of sales received during Q2 2023 is €136,860 

 

4.0 Private Rented Accommodation Standards  

Inspections of private rented dwellings are carried out under the Housing (Standards for Private Rented 

Houses) Regulations 2019.   

 The recommended inspection target for Roscommon in 2023 is 700 inspections.   
 196 inspections were carried out in Q2 2023, 63 of which were follow-up inspections required 

to address issues arising from previous inspections. 

 

5.0 Housing Stock 
 

5.1 Energy Efficiency Programme (retrofitting existing stock)  
In accordance with Circular 22/2023, Roscommon County Council has an allocation of 45 units under 

the 2023 Energy retrofitting programme.  The properties for the 2023 retrofit have been identified, 22 
of which are carried forward from the 2022 programme. 

These properties are a mix of storage radiators or solid fuel heating. RCC engineers have surveyed all 

properties for the 2023 programme and are currently engaging with the systems designers (Enprova). 

Pre-BER assessments have been carried out, the properties are currently at design stage for heat 
pumps systems. It is expected to go to tender for the works in August 2023. 

 

5.2 Voids Programme:   

To date no guidelines relating to the 2023 voids programme have been received. 

 

5.3 Casual Vacancy Works (pre-letting works)  

A total of 11 houses were refurbished due to normal turn-over of properties in Q2, 2023, to date 3 

have been approved for payment to a total of €82,175.95 whilst the remaining 8 are awaiting costs 
from the contractor. 
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5.4 Housing Maintenance  

RCC Housing received 250 maintenance calls in Q2, 2023, billed expenditure on maintenance works 
during the same period was €251,305.13 

  

5.5 Housing Grants (Private Grants and LA Grants)    

RCC received a budget allocation of €1,446,375 for private house grants (80% Department funded and 

20% Roscommon County Council funded) and the allocation is fully committed for 2023. 

 

RCC continues to receive a large volume of grant applications and the process of validating applications 
for 2023 is ongoing. 

 

The Disabled Persons Grant allocation for local authority housing stock for 2023 is €365,883 (90% 

Department funded and 10% Roscommon County Council funded).  A total of 16 houses will be adapted 

to meet the needs of the grant applicant. The 2023 Budget is now fully committed and the adaptations 
are ongoing. 

 

5.6 Croí Cónaithe Fund   

On 1st May 2023, new guidelines were announced for the Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant which 

provides grant funding to support the refurbishment of vacant properties in town and villages for 
residential use.  The scheme has also been revised to include properties for the rental market.  A grant 

of up to a maximum of €50,000 will be available for the refurbishment of vacant properties including 

the conversion of a property which has not been used as residential heretofore. This will be subject to 
upper limits for the types of work specified having regard to a reasonable cost assessment by the local 
authority. The grant is inclusive of VAT cost of the works. 

Where the refurbishment costs are expected to exceed the standard grant of up to €50,000, a 

maximum top-up grant amount of up to €20,000 will be available where the property is confirmed by 
the applicant to be derelict (i.e. structurally unsound and dangerous) bringing the total grant available 

for a derelict property up to a maximum of €70,000. In the case of a top-up grant in respect of a derelict 

property, an independent report prepared by an appropriately qualified professional (e.g. quantity 

surveyor, engineer etc.) is required to be submitted along with the application confirming that the 
property is derelict (i.e. structurally unsound and dangerous). 

For applications that have been approved prior to the 1st May, the revised rates can be applied at the 

point of the final site visit. The applicant will have outlined all proposed refurbishment works to be 

completed on the property in the application form submitted. In light of the revised grant rates, the 

local authority can review the submitted application form, the refurbishment works listed and the 

evidence of vouched expenditure. Following this assessment, they may revise the amount to be paid 
to the applicant, as appropriate. 

 

In respect of rental properties, all landlords are required by law to comply with the standards for rental 

housing and ensure that their properties are fully compliant with fire safety and minimum standards 
regulations for rental properties. As part of the declaration to be signed in the application form, all 
applicants must agree to meet and comply with these standards.    

 

An applicant can apply for a maximum of one grant for residential use and a maximum of one grant for 
rental use. 
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Applications 

Received since the 

scheme launched 

Awaiting 

further 

information 

Under 

review 

Refused Approved 

in principle 

Approved  

 
142 

 
77 

 
7 

 
7 

 
Does not meet 

criteria of scheme 

 
27 

 
€1.4m 

 
24 

 
€985,960 
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ASSETS, CLIMATE ACTION AND ENERGY MANAGEMENT 
 

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 

 

 The facilities in Áras an Chontae are being managed by Assets and Energy Management. 

 Allpro Services were awarded the cleaning contract in Q1 2023. 

ASSETS 

 

 PIR (Property Interest Register) Roscommon for all Building and Land Assets is managed on an 

ongoing basis. An update of Folios was received from PRA and is being evaluated for 

submission to OPW. 

 Full listing of RCC Assets across all Sections prepared and issued for reconciliation of FAR and 

PIR Roscommon. Follow-up actions agreed with Finance Section. 

 Ongoing administrative and technical involvement with Letting, Leases, Acquisitions and 

Disposals of RCC Assets. 

 Property Condition Surveys Form developed and to be trialled using digital platform. 

ENERGY 

 

 Reduce Your Use 

Energy Team has been setup and are running the ‘Reduce Your Use’ national energy saving 
campaign across the organisation. 

 Energy Elephant Software 

- Ongoing monitoring and review of significant energy usage in RCC Buildings. Expansion of 

energy monitoring from primarily electricity usage through Energy Elephant to other 

energy sources such as oil, gas and biomass. 

 Optimising Power @ Work Programme 

- OP@W Mentor, Mark Skerritt, appointed and monthly meetings taking place in-person. 

- OP@W Mentor, Mark Skerritt, is advising on workplace energy saving programs and issues 

a Monthly Energy Report. 

 Energy Monitoring & Reporting (M&R) 2023 

- Electricity Usage Data for 2023 submitted to SEAI. 

- Achieved 38% of targeted 33% energy efficiency improvement by 2020, based on 2020 

energy usage. 

- The Energy Management Team have submitted Pathfinder project pipeline to the SEAI, 

who will assess eligibility of same for Pathfinder funding. 

- The Energy Management Team are actively working with SEAI agents (Consulteco) to 

model the impact of Roscommon County Council’s project pipeline on our gap-to-target 

model (GTT model). The gap-to-target model (GTT model) is a spreadsheet model for use 

by public bodies to evaluate their energy efficiency (EE) performance and energy- related 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions over time, using data and methodologies from SEAI’s 

Public Sector Monitoring & Reporting (M&R) system. 
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PUBLIC LIGHTING 

 
- Survey of all School Warning Lights in Co. Roscommon completed and Final Report issued. 

Review of repairs and possible upgrades is ongoing and repair works is subject to funding. 

- Section 85 Agreement signed with Mayo County Council for the National LED Retrofit 

Project (PLEEP). Roscommon County forms part of Region 3 of the National Project.  

Consultants appointed by Mayo County Council on behalf of Region 3 and Regional 
Meetings commenced in October, 2021. Mayo County Council as the Lead Authority 
(Contracting Authority) issued a tender, in July 2022, to appoint a works contractor for the 
provision of a Public Lighting Energy Efficiency Project for the North West Region. Three 
tenders where returned in October 2022. RPS/Arup have been appointed to provide 
professional services to Mayo County Council, which includes preparing the works contract 
procurement documents and assisting in the tender procedure. RPS/Arup will provide the 
NEC Project Manager for the Works Contract. The tender assessment board reviewed the 
tenders and issued the ‘Tender Assessment Report’ on 21st February 2023. Construction is 
expected to commencement in 2023, subject to appointment of contractor by Mayo 
County Council. 

- Loan Approval for the National LED Retrofit Project placed before and approved by the 

Members of RCC at Plenary Meeting of 21st December, 2020. 

- Updates to DeadSure Inventory and UMR Database in preparation for National LED 

Upgrade are ongoing. 

- A tender for ‘Connaught Public Lighting Maintenance, LED Retrofit, New Works & 

Associated Services’ was prepared by Mayo County Council on behalf of six Connacht Local 

Authorities. Documentation was reviewed and evaluation process completed with Electric 

Skyline Limited appointed in October 2020. 

- The cost of the annual maintenance of public lighting has risen substantially due to the 

unavailability of replacement SOX lamps and associated cost of replacing SOX lamps with 

LED units. 

- Taking-in-Charge of Estates (Public Lighting) is continuing in conjunction with Planning and 

Roads Sections. Updates are posted to RCC website. 
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CORPORATE AFFAIRS  
 

 

Election of Cathaoirleach and Leas Cathaoirleach 

 Cllr. John Keogh was elected as the Cathaoirleach of Roscommon County Council at the annual 
meeting on 26th June 2023, succeeding Cllr. Tom Crosby.  Cllr. John Cummins was elected as 
Leas Cathaoirleach.  

 

Annual Report 2022 

 The Annual Report 2022 was adopted at the June Plenary Meeting.  

 

Town Twinning 

 Roscommon County Council was represented by Cllr. Orla Leyden at the Roscommon Town 
twinning trip to Chartrettes in France from 22nd to 24th June. 

 

Your Council Day 

 Roscommon County Council participated in “Your Council Day” on 25th June – a social media 
campaign to highlight the work of Local Authorities across the country.  
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WATER AND WASTE WATER  
 

There is an ongoing extensive Infrastructural portfolio, Capital Programme portfolio and Water 
Networks portfolio in place for Water and Waste Water schemes in the County. The following is a 
summary of works planned and underway.  

 

INFRASTRUCTURE PORTFOLIO: 
 
Roscommon Town Main Drainage: 
The key objective of the Roscommon Town Main Drainage project is to address and remove the drivers 
for the Roscommon Agglomeration being listed on the EU Commission’s Letter of Formal Notice 2015 
under the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive. Tobin Consulting Engineers have been appointed 
as the Clients Representative for the project. Ministerial consent was issued on 26th May 2021. The 
contract was awarded to GMC Utilities Ltd. Works commenced on 15th June 2021. 
The following is a brief summary of the works involved. 

 Installation of 7.2km of new higher capacity sewers and rising mains 100% completed. 
 Upgrade of six existing storm water overflows and decommissioning a further six. In progress. 
 Construction of a new inlet pumping station, balancing tank and storm water holding tank at 

the existing Wastewater Treatment Plant 100% completed. 
 New/upgraded pumping stations with storm water storage at Circular Rd 95% completed, 

Castlerea Rd 95% completed, Ardsallagh 100% completed and Ballinagard 100% completed. 
 

Works are underway at the following locations: 

 Completion and snagging works at Circular Road and the Waste Water Treatment Plant. 
 

Upgrade works to Ballaghadereen Waste Water Treatment Plant: 
The Ballaghadereen WWTP has been included under the 2017-2021 Investment Plan for assessment of 
its primary and secondary treatment processes. The current plant is at risk in terms of UWWTD 
compliance, overloading and failure to provide adequate capacity for growth. The project has moved 
to a new delivery mechanisim and will now be progressed under the ECI (Early Contractor Involvement) 
Contract. The National ECI contracts are divided into two regions with Roscommon County in the 
Northern Region. The sucessful Contractor within this region is Veolia who has now taken over the 
project since Janurary 2020. 
 
The main items of work to be delivered as part of the ECI project are: 

 Upgrade the terminal Pumping Station with increasing capacity of the tank on site as well as 
associated site works 

 Upgrade the site Boundaries by separation of the entrance currently used as a common shared 
entrance to both Irish Water and Roscommon County Council 

 Upgrade the Secondary Treatment process in order to improve capacity of the existing process 

 Associated ancillary site works including upgrade of the SCADA System 
 

Planning permission submitted for the new storm tank in Gleann Ard WWPS. No updates in this 
quarter. 
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CAPITAL PROGRAMME PORTFOLIO: 
 
Inlet Works, Sludge & Storm Programme (IWSS): 
Upgrade to the Inlet, Storm and sludge process at Termonbarry Waste Water Treatment Plant has 
being included in this programme. JB Barry has been appointed as Consulting Engineers. A Conceptual 
Design was completed in Q4 2018. A technical options report has been reviewed and approved. Irish 
Water asset planning have reviewed the report and the following upgrade works have been approved: 
New inlet works, a storm tank and replacement of the old sludge tank with a larger sludge tank 
together with associated mechanical and electrical works and upgrades.  
 

All civils works are completed and mechanical and electrical work s have commenced. 

 
National Certs of Authorisation Programme (NCAP): 
RPS Consulting Engineers were appointed and are currently gathering data for site assessment and site 
options report for 15no. sites in County Roscommon. The assessment is based on the impact the asset 
has on the environment rather than plant condition.  Lecarrow, Croghan, Bellanagare, Cloonfad & 
Ballintober WWTP are identified as high impact sites. Roscommon County Council staff have engaged 
with RPS and have provided detailed information on each of the plants that have been examined under 
this programme. A draft site assessment report on each of the above locations was reviewed in Q2 
2019 and commented on by Roscommon County Council Operations engineers. 
RPS are in the process of preparing technical options reports for each of the sites based on the 
recommendations contained in the site assessment reports. A technical options reports were 
circulated in Q3 2020.  

There is currently no Roscommon WWTP approved for NCAP capital funding. 

Water Treatment Programme.  

A Regional Water Treatment programme is underway in the North and West Region. There are 12no. 
sites in the North West Region included in the programme. Mount Talbot – Four Roads Water 
Treatment Plant is included in the programme. EPS Ltd have been awarded the regional contract with 
a total value of €8million. Advance works are completed at Mount Talbot WTP. Raw water data 
gathering is ongoing. This data will assist in the final scope for the plant upgrade.  

Final design drawing on the source protection to be forwarded for review. Following a site meeting this 
site will be put forward for ground water investigations. No updates in this quarter. 

Reservoir Refurbishment Programme. 

Refurbishment Works are planned for Fairymount and Derrinacartha Reservoirs. Refurbishment works 
are completed at Fairymount reservoir. No updates in this quarter. 

 

Access to Heights and Edge Protection Programme. 

This is a regional programme aimed at addressing medium and high-risk items identified in HSQE 
audits. IW have requested a review of any outstanding HSQE items that may be considered for delivery 
under this programme.  

Works are planned at Boyle Bridge PS, Boyle Road PS Frenchpark and Castlerea Waste Water 
Treatment Plant during Q3. 

 

Storm Water Overflow Assessment Programme. 
Jacobs/Tobins appointed by IW to deliver this regional programme. A review of current list of WWTP’s 
and storm water overflows (SWO’s) is completed. Site assessments reports on all sites are to be issued. 
A workshop is planned was held on 20th April. 9no. locations are identified and contact details have 
been provided for access. 
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Waste Water Pumping Stations and Rising Mains Capital Maintenance Programme. 

Jacobs have been appointed by IW to deliver this regional programme. Ballyfarnan WWPS has been 
prioritised under this programme. 

Jacobs completed the concept design so this WWPS. The report is with Asset Planning who maintain a 
register of PS’s nationally and recommend which ones are prioritised for further works.  

A submission was made for Ballinagard sewer rising main. A workshop was held and it is likely to 

proceed to construction in 2024. Information and wayleave documentation has been provided to Uisce 
Eireann. 

 

WWBG Pump Station Growth Programme 

Bellanamullia PS (Monksland) and Daneshill PS (Monksland) included in this programme. GMC Utilities 

have been appointed to upgrade the pump stations. 

Site visits took place at Bellanamullia, Daneshill & Cushla PS’s. Contact details provided to arrange 

access also provided. 

 

Waste Water Below Ground Telemetry Programme. 

The WWBG Telemetry programme provides for installation of telemetry outstations at WW pumping 
station sites in order to allow early warning in case of spills to sensitive waters and to obtain data for 
future upgrades, connection requests, etc. All sites covered under this programme will be connected 
to interim National Telemetry System (iNTS). Each local authority will have a full access to data from 
sites in their county.  

The programme has been running since 2018 with the priority sites being WWPSs that are located close 
to shellfish, bathing and sensitive waters. We are at a stage now where all these WWPSs are in 
hand/complete and there was capacity in the programme to add a limited number of pumping stations. 
The following pumping stations are identified for inclusion in the programme. 

1.  BALLYLEAGUE - CLOONTUSKERT PS (BALLYLEAGUE) 

2.  BOYLE WASTEWATER TREATMENT WORKS - BOYLE BRIDGE PS  

3.  BOYLE WASTEWATER TREATMENT WORKS - FELTON ROAD PS  

4.  BOYLE WASTEWATER TREATMENT WORKS - WOODEN BRIDGE PS  

5.  CASTLEREA - ARM PS  (CASTLEREA) 

6.  CASTLEREA - WILLIAMSTOWN ROAD PS (CASTLEREA) 

7.  MONKSLAND - BELLANAMULLIA PS (MONKSLAND) 

8.  MONKSLAND - CUSHLEA PS (MONKSLAND) 

9.  ROOSKY - MOHER ED ROOSKY PS, COUNTY LEIRIM (ROOSKEY) 

10. ROSCOMMON - ARDSALLAGH PS (ROSCOMMON) 

11.  ROSCOMMON - CASTLEREA ROAD PS (ROSCOMMON) 

12.  STROKESTOWN WASTEWATER TREATMENT WORKS - LISROYNE PS  

 

Surveys have commenced on the above sites. Awaiting survey reports. 

 

Reservoir Cleaning Programme. 

All reservoirs and clear water tanks are cleaned up to date. Reservoirs on the North East Regional WSS 
were cleaned in May 2023. Fear Breagues, Lackan and Feamore reservoirs are planned in Q3. 
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Sewer Rehabilitation Programme. 

AECOM have been appointed by IW to develop a National Sewer Rehabilitation Programme. A 
workshop was held with IW, RCC and AECOM to identify areas for rehabilitation.  

Additional CCTV works are planned for April 2023. Submission made for section of sewer rehab in 
Strokestown. 
 

Small Towns and Villages Growth Programme. 

It is proposed that there will be a Small Towns & Villages Growth Programme which will support a 
number of the National Policy Objectives and National Strategic Outcomes under the NPF (e.g. 
development of a new rural settlement investment approach under National Strategic Outcomes of 
the NPF). The Small Towns & Villages Growth Programme is intended to provide WWTP and WTP 
growth capacity in smaller settlements which would not otherwise be provided for in the Investment 
Plan.  

Hazop and ALM have been completed in Lecarrow WWTP.  

Ballinameen WWTP has also been included in the programme. Workshop 1 to be held in April 2023. 
Existing drawings and further information requests have been submitted to UE. 

Energy Efficiencies – Heating & Lighting Programme. 

A list of sites has been issued to IW for inclusion in this programme.  

Workshop -4 held in May 2023. The following sites are included in the programme. Ballinagard Springs, 
North Roscommon Water Treatment Plant, Roscommon Waste Water Treatment Plant. 

 

ESB Upgrade & Solar PV Programme. 

North Roscommon WTP has been included in this programme. The following is a brief outline of the 
works proposed. 

Full electrical upgrade to included replacement of 7 electrical panels  
o Main Incomer Panel 
o Sludge dewatering Building old Panel 
o R/W building – bandscreen panel and pump control panel are corroded in raw water 

pumphouse. These should be replaced. 
o Replace high lift pumphouse - washwater pump panels 1 and 2 
o Replace old panel in coagulation room 

As well as the above list of outputs, it is planned to bring the plant from an LV supply to an MV supply.  

Planning Permission has been granted. No updates in this quarter. 

 

Supply Demand Deficits Programme: 

Workshop held on Longford Springs. Further workshops planned. Documentation uploaded to Irish 
Water. 

Workshop also held for Boyle/Rockingham Springs. No further updates in this quarter. 

 

National Telemetry System. 

IW are proposing to install WITS (Worldwide Industrial Telemetry Standards) outstation panels at 
Longford Springs WTP, Cloonlaughnan WTP and Lough Gara WTP. In advance of this the system 
integrator, Cully Automation, has requested a site visit to Cloonlaughnan WTP to inform their pricing.  

Cloonlaughnan WTP & Lough Gara WTP have been excluded from the programme. Works will proceed 
in Longford Springs WTP. No progress in this quarter. 
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National Water Resources Plan. 

A submission on the Regional Water Resources Plan was submitted to IW on 11th March 2022.  

The southern Water Resources Plan was published for consultation, however there are no Roscommon 
supplies impacted.  

 
Irish Water has adopted the Regional Water Resources Plan – Eastern and Midlands (RWRP-EM), which 

will safeguard public health, support growth and meet the challenges of climate change across the 

Eastern and Midlands region over the next 25 years.  

Uisce Éireann began a three-month public consultation on the draft Regional Water Resource Plan – 

North West (RWRP-NW) in November 2022. As part of the ongoing consultation, public webinars will 

commence next week, during which communities across the region can hear about Uisce Éireann’s 

plans to supply water to their area over the next 25 years.  

The RWRP-NW sets out options for providing a more secure, reliable and sustainable water supply for 

732,700 customers in the North West region over the next 25 years. The plan includes counties Cavan, 

Donegal, Galway, Leitrim, Mayo, Monaghan, Sligo and parts of Clare, Longford, Louth, Meath and 

Roscommon. Eight islands off the coast of Ireland are also included in the region. 

Uisce Éireann’s National Water Resources Plan will be the first resources plan for the entire public 

water supply in Ireland. The National Plan will identify the needs across our existing supplies and the 

challenges and opportunities that we face over the coming years including legislation, climate change, 

the environment, growth and economic development. The National Plan will allow us to understand 

the actions and activities required to transform our water supplies and provide a safe, secure, reliable, 

and sustainable water supply for our current and future customers. The National Framework Plan will 

also provide a transparent roadmap on how Irish Water will plan for its water assets to align with 

national policy.  

A submission was made on the Draft Regional Water Resource Plan – North West (RWRP-NW) in 

February 2023. 
 

Electrical Inspection Programme: 

All inspections completed. 

 

Odour Control Programme: 

Ballyleague WWPS is included in this programme. Site assessments have been carried out. No updates 
in this quarter. 

 

WATER NETWORKS PORTFOLIO: 

 

Water Network Framework Programme: 

Irish Water has rolled out a Water Network Portfolio under its Capital Investment Plan 2017 to 2021. 
Works intended to be rolled out under this programme include: 

 New mains and service laying. 

 Back yard lead replacement. 

 DMA establishment. 

 Pressure management. 

 Resolution of shared services. 

 First fix. 

 Lead services. 
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Water Networks Rehabilitation Programme. 

Contract Works: 

Farrans Ltd are the appointed regional contractor to undertake works on behalf of Irish Water.  

Note the following rehab works to proceed in Roscommon for 2023 are as follows: 

 Ballinlough/Loughglynn WSS: 831m of new mains at Granlahan. Works commenced 6th July 
2023. 

 North Roscommon WSS: Convent Road approved for design & construction. 

 South Roscommon (Killeglan) WSS: Ardnure approved for design & construction. 

 North East Regional WSS: Tulsk Road approved for design & Construction. 

 

Direct Labour Works: 

None planned at present but attendance will be required on the above rehab schemes. 

 

Pressure Management:  

10no. sites in the north district are completed. Operator training has been completed. 

Works are commencing on identifying sites in the south district and the roll out of 2023 works to 
commence. 

 

Find and Fix Programme: 

The Find & Fix scheme involves leak detection crews undertaking surveys to prove the extent of the 
supply area, ‘Step testing’ to focus areas with leakage and using sounding and logging equipment on 
footpaths and other public areas to find the leaks. Once the leaks are found a repair crew then 
completes the repair. In Q2 of 2023 Farrans Construction Ltd (The Regional Contractor for Irish Water) 
has focussed on a number of District Metering Areas (DMA’s) in the Killeglan and Mount Talbot Water 
Supply Zones (WSZ), in Roscommon South Water Area where unaccounted for water levels are high. 
Target Leakage reduction has been achieved in a number of DMAs and are now closed and handed 
back to the operations caretakers. Other DMAs are still being investigated and in some cases have been 
split into sub DMAs to assist in leakage reduction and operational management process. Roscommon 
County Council Direct labour crew are currently working in the Knockcroghery and Lecarrow WSZ in 
Roscommon North Water Area. This ongoing find and fix work has resulted in a reduction of 
unaccounted for water within County Roscommon and will continue to do so under the programme. 
Pressure Management proposals have been investigated and where potential reduction of pressure 
and flows could be achieved, pressure reducing valves have been proposed and installed. Ongoing 
monitoring indicates reasonable savings as a result. 

 

First Fix Programme. 

Farrans Construction has been appointed by IW to carry out works under this programme.  The 
duration depends on the take up by customers who will avail of the scheme. Letters have been issued 
to customers with meter usage <1M3/day.  Farrans Construction will undertake the find and fix for 
customers who wish to avail of the scheme. 

 

Non-Domestic Meter Replacement. 

Farrans commenced exchanging meters in Roscommon.  They have commenced replacing DN15 

concentric meters. We have a list of just under 2000 concentric meters for Roscommon. These are 
matched Non Domestic meters which have no reads.  
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Acoustic Logger Trial. 

An acoustic logger trial was carried out in Frenchpark DMA. The trail has been extended to Clonown 

Road DMA. 

 
ASSET TRANSFER: 
The following assets are being progressed for taking in charge by Irish Water. 

1. BALLYCLARE COURT WASTE WATER PUMPING STATION 
2. BLACKSTICK ROAD/CREEVY WASTE WATER PUMPING STATION BOYLE WWTW 
3. CORREAL BOOSTER PUMP 
4. CUSHLA – MONKSLAND PUMPING STATION 
5. DANESHILL – MONKSLAND PUMPING STATION  
6. DERRINACARTA RESERVOIR 
7. GALLOWSTOWN BOOSTER’ 
8. GOLF LINKS ROAD WASTE WATER PUMPING STATION 
9. MOUNT TALBOT RWSS 
10. ROOSKEY WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT  
11. SCRINE BOOSTER PUMP 
12. STONE PARK WASTE WATER PUMPING STATION  
13. SUMMERHILL – MONKSLAND PUMPING STATION 

 

MULTI-ANNUAL RURAL WATER PROGRAMME 2019-2021 

The Multi Annual Rural Water Programme 2019-2021 is a scheme specific or project based approach 
to funding from the Department of Housing, Local Government & Heritage.  The Department has 
agreed that works continue under this programme until the new Rural Water funding programme is 
available later this year. 

 

The objective for this cycle is to provide enhanced funding certainty for priority investment needs to 
support the implementation of proper planning and sustainable development in rural areas.  This is to 
assist in meeting the requirements of the Drinking Water Directive in relation to rural water supplies 
and to support the delivery of measures identified in the River Basin Management Plan for Ireland 
2018-2021 to meet the objectives of the Water Framework Directive. 

 

The 2019-2021 funding cycle of the multi-annual programme consists of eight measures. These 
measures reflect the key challenges currently facing the rural water sector in respect of funding 
support. In particular, the measures have been more expressly focused around a ‘multiple barriers’ 
approach, from catchment to consumers (source – treatment - distribution), to prevent the 
contamination of, and ensure that, drinking water is safe and meets the quality parameters of the 
Drinking Water Regulations on a consistent long-term basis.  

 

Approval of the schemes/projects under the MARWP 2019-2021 and the grant funding allocations 
were received from the Department in Circular letter dated 14th October, 2019.- €2,861,263 

 

The eight funding measures are: 

 Measure 1 - Source Protection (Group Water Scheme Sector- Funding approved for the GWS 
Pilot Project at Peak Mantua, Polecat Springs, Corracreigh, Mid Roscommon, Oran 
Ballintubber & Castlestrange GWS and additional works at Brusna, Gorthaganny and 
Castlestrange GWS’ -total available €351,150 for the period 2019-2021.  

Roscommon County Council are working in partnership with the National Federation of Group Water 
Schemes and other stakeholders on a Source Protection Pilot Project developing full source protection 
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plans including specific actions to improve the safety and security of Group Water Schemes drinking 
water.  The work commenced in 2018 and continued in Q4 2022. A steering group and operational 
working group have been set up to progress the development of the source protection plans. 

Works undertaken to date at a cost of €437,683.33 were 100% recoupable from the Department of 
Housing, Local Government and Heritage.  

 

A campaign to raise public awareness on source protection and incorporating Biodiversity was 
developed to coincide with Rural Water Week on 7th to 11th September, 2020 with many initiatives.  
Mitigation measures for swallow holes were developed and farmers encouraged to fence off 
vulnerable areas on their lands. Catchment walks were undertaken by GWS managers to identify 
further sources of pollution. Farmers and contractors were reminded of the importance of proper and 
effective nutrient management to help protect water sources from pollution. Promotional Video clips 
were also undertaken to raise awareness. Available on www.roscommoncoco.ie under Water & 
Wastewater/Rural Water Programme. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BijH8U5Z_DLl4Tuz7M7twQFljlbAPgyj/view?usp=sharing 

 

‘I’ve Planted a Tree and My Garden is Pesticide Free’ 
Approximately 8,000 trees were distributed to all the primary schools in the County. This initiative 
was to encourage the community to go pesticide free in their gardens and to educate and create 
awareness in schools. Surveys undertaken suggest that most householders that currently use 

pesticides are prepared to rethink their use in order to protect the environment. Concerns at the 
damaging impacts of pesticides on water sources and biodiversity lie behind the initiative and 
was developed as part of this project in Roscommon County Council. A main objective is to 
educate the wider community on the damage that pesticides can do in their domestic gardens. 
This is an important part of the overall project, and is very much linked to the ‘Let it Bee’ initiative.   
I've Planted a Tree and My Garden is Pesticide Free 

 
The ‘Let It Bee’ initiative- Farmers working together to protect their local water source and 
enhance biodiversity is another initiative of the Group Water Scheme Source Protection Pilot 
Project in Roscommon. 

Bees, hives, equipment and mentoring were supplied to selected members of the community. In 
return the farmers are looking at changing their practices, putting in biodiversity measures and 
informing the wider community about the dangers of pesticides.  

The farmers taking part in the initiative also receive a Plaque which is placed on the wall outside 
their homes to highlight their involvement. 

 
‘European Bee Award 2020’ for Roscommon 

The Source Protection Pilot Project in Roscommon won the European Bee Award 2020 for its 
outstanding contribution to protect pollinators, promoted by the European Landowners’ 
Organisation. The ‘Let It Bee’ initiative continued to be developed through this project into 2022. 

All works have been completed in Measure 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.roscommoncoco.ie/
https://scanner.topsec.com/?t=788ad33028593593b670c9b5aa93c23fdd527738&u=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1BijH8U5Z_DLl4Tuz7M7twQFljlbAPgyj%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&d=1434
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1434&t=cfae03234fd4073db10df6cc3e3cd334e1e66324&u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FBnGxRTY7BBs
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 Measure 2 - Public health compliance (Group Water Scheme Sector): Funding of €814,000 
approved for the period 2019-2021.  

This measure is aimed at improving water quality in existing group water schemes, through 
upgrading their treatment facilities, so that the schemes can sustainably achieve compliance with 
the parameters of the Drinking Water Regulations on a consistent long-term basis. The Capital 
Replacement works are ongoing in accordance with a planned programme on the Design Build 
Operate Group Water Schemes. Works were undertaken to date on Mid Roscommon, Oran 
Ballintubber and Corracreigh GWS at a cost of €438,923 with 85% of costs €351,138 recoupable. 

Works to upgrade the existing UV systems to validated UV systems on the Design Build Operate 
bundle, Mid Roscommon, Oran Ballintubber and Corracreigh Group Water Schemes were 
undertaken in 2020 at a cost of €248,186.34 to date.   

Contractor for the upgrade of the existing UV systems to validated UV system on the Brusna GWS 
have been completed. 

Upgrade on Gortnaganny has been completed Q1 2023. 

Peak-Mantua Allocation to be added to Measure 3 to amalgamate Peak-Mantua with Corracreigh 
GWS. 

 Measure 3 – Enhancement of existing schemes including water conservation (Group Water 
Scheme Sector): Funding of €1,431,000 approved for the period 2019-2021.  

This measure supports projects to make existing group water schemes more efficient in their 
operation (e.g. water conservation and network upgrades, including storage) and contributing to 
good water quality on a consistent sustainable long-term basis.  

Funding of €1,133,238 has been paid to the Group Water Schemes at 85% of costs in Mid 
Roscommon, Oran/Ballintubber, Corracreigh, Polecat Springs, Brusna, Gorthaganny and 
Castlestrange. Further projects are underway at a cost of approx. €230,000 for 2023. 

 
As of March 2023 contracts works ongoing/completed on the following projects totaling approx. 
13 kilometers of watermains.   

 Corracreigh – Contract No.1 2020: - The contract provides for the installation of 319 linear 
meters of 90mm OD PE100 SDR17 1209 linear meters of 125mm OD PE100 SDR17 HPPE 
Water mains, installation of 4 connections to existing water mains, installation of 1 Air Valve, 
6 Sluice Valves, 1 No Elster 4000 Bulk water meter, 1 No Cla Val Pressure reducing valve with 
strainer, 3No.  Domestic PRVs and 12 no connections to services in the Townlands of 
Cloonyquin and Killynagh-Completed. 

 Gortnaganny GWS Upgrade Contract 1(2019)- 785 linear meters of 90mmOD PE100 SDR17 
HPPE Water mains, installation of 2 No connection to existing water mains, installation of 1 
Bulk water meter, installation of 1 scour valve, 4 Sluice Valves and 14no connections to new 
and existing service pipes in the Townlands of Gortaganny and Carrowbehy–. -Completed. 

 Mid Roscommon -Contract 01(2020) Tulsk: – The contract provided for the installation of 415 
linear meters of 63mm OD PE100 SDR17 & 1509 linear meters of 90mm OD PE100 SDR17 
HPPE Water mains- Completed  

 Mid Roscommon-Contract02(2020) Kinnity: - The contract provides for the installation of 
2052 linear meters of 90mm OD PE100 SDR17 HPPE Water mains -  Completed 

 Mid Roscommon -Contract 03(2020) Bushfield: - The contract provides for the installation of 
2852 linear meters of 63mm OD PE100 SDR17 & 1913 linear meters of 90mm OD PE100 
SDR17 HPPE Water mains -Completed. 

 Oran Ballintubber-Contract No.1(2020): -The contract provides for the installation of 1965 
meters of 90mm water main with 10 service connections- Completed 

 Polecat Springs -Contract 01(2020): - The contract provides for the installation of 1746 linear 
meters of 90mmOD PE100 SDR17 HPPE Water mains- extra works necessary have been 
completed. -Completed. 
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 Corracreigh – Contract No.1 2020 Extras: The contract provides for the installation of approx. 
400 linear meters of 63mm OD PE100 SDR17, a number of connections to services in the 
Townland of Cloonequin. Works 100% completed –August 2022. 

 Mid Roscommon – 2021 Contract 2 Carrowduff-Tonbaun: – The contract provides for the 
installation of 1400 linear meters of 63mm OD PE100 SDR17 & 950 linear meters of 63mm 
OD PE100 SDR17 HPPE Water mains. Completed. 

 Mid Roscommon – 2021 Contract 3 Coggalbeg: – The contract provides for 4100 meters of 
90mm water main water with various fittings laid in the public road. Completed.  

 

Upgrade contracts are ongoing on the following and work will continue into Q2 2023. 

Delays in projects are still occurring due to costs and supply problems with construction 
materials. 

 Brusna - Contract No.1(2023): -Contract documents currently being produced for works, 
surveying ongoing. Expect to go to tender Q3-2023. 
 

 Corracreigh – Contract No.1 2022: The contract provides for the installation of approx. 1000 
linear meters of 90mm OD PE100 SDR17, a number of connections to services in the 
Townland of Annaghmore. Contractor appointed, and works to start Q3 2023. 

 
 Mid Roscommon – 2021 Contract 1 Ballinderry-Carrowbaun: – The contract provides for the 

installation of 1400 meters of 90mm water main water and 1350 meters of 63mm water main 
water, with various fittings laid in the public road at two locations. Contractor has completed 
Carrowbaun section). Contractor commenced in Ballinderry Q1 2023 and is almost 95% 
complete. 

 

 Oran Ballintubber-Contract No.1(2022): -The contract provides for the installation of 800 
meters of 75mm water main with 5 service connections-  
Contractor appointed, works completed Q1 2023 

 
 Oran Ballintubber-Contract No.1(2023): -Contract documents currently being produced for 

works. Expect to go to tender Q3-2023. 

 
 Corracreigh / Peake Mantua Amalgamation -Contract 01(2022): - A Special General Meeting 

of Peake Mantua held on Friday 10th June 2022 approved a motion for a “transfer of 
engagements” (Amalgamation) with Corracreigh GWS. This clears the way to proceed with 
the process of design of the interconnector. 
The contract will provide for approximately 3,600 meters of 125 mm water main and approx. 
1000 meters of 75 mm water main with various fittings laid in the public road. 
Survey, Design & contract documentation is currently being produced for this contract. 
Awaiting Final design details from Consultants (TJ O Connors), now hope to go to tender Q3 
2023 subject to Department Funding. 

 

Group Water Scheme Managers have been advised to identify works/upgrades necessary on their 
schemes in preparation of the next programme of funding. Lists have been received from most 
schemes. 

 

 

 

 



38  

  

 Measure 5 – Transition of Existing Group Water Schemes and Group Sewerage Schemes to the 
Public (Irish Water) Water Sector: Funding of €247,000 approved for the period 2019-2021.  
 

This measure enables existing group water schemes and existing group sewerage schemes, where 
they wish to do so and with the agreement of Irish Water, to transition to the public water sector 
(Irish Water).  

 

At the end of 2022 Projects totalling 3.5 kilometers of watermains at a cost to date of €203,857.40 
were completed. 

 
 Works are completed on the Drumheriff /Derrinasoo GWS. December 2020 

Drumherriff: 1480m of 63mm watermains with 10 connections. 
 Works are completed on the Lisagallon GWS -June 2021 

Lisagallon: 1928m of 125mm watermains with 46 connections. 

TIC process completed 02 Nov 2022. 

 Discussions are progressing with Woodbrook GWS Q2-2023. Surveying Ongoing. Contract 
documents are being produced for upgrading to Uisce Eireann Taking In Charge standards. 
Expected tender Q2/Q3-2023. 

 Works are progressing on Rockfield GWS Q2-2023, Surveying Ongoing. 

Contract documents to be produced for upgrading to Uisce Eireann Taking In Charge standards. 

Expected tender Q3-2023. 

 A request was received from Caramunia GWS, Rahara to be taking in charge in June 2022 – 
additional surveys required. 
 

A report has been prepared on Orphan schemes which will be considered for taking in charge 
by Uisce Éireann.  
The list has been forwarded to Uisce Eireann -  Full surveys will be necessary on all schemes to 
comply with Uisce Eireann Taking In Charge policy. 

 

ORPHAN SCHEMES BEING CONSIDERED FOR TIC: 

 
1. Ardikellan   North East Roscommon RWSS  2600PRI2019 
2. Arm/Cashel   Castlerea Regional WSS   2600PRI2020 
3. Barrybeg   South Roscommon RWSS Lisbrock 2600PRI2027 
4. Cartron/Kilteevan  Roscommon Central WSS  2600PRI2035 
5. Clonelt No 1   Ballinlough/Loughglynn RWSS  2600PRI2039 
6. Clonelt No 2   Ballinlough/Loughglynn RWSS  
7. Cloonarkin/Meeltraine  Ballinlough/Loughglynn RWSS  2600PRI2044 
8. Cloonfad East   Ballinlough/Loughglynn RWSS  2600PRI2053 
9. Cloongrehan   Boyle Ardcarne RWSS   2600PRI2059 
10. Cloontrask   Castlerea Regional WSS   2600PRI2065 
11. Fairymount   North Roscommon RWSS  2600PRI2091 
12. Mount Prospect/Fuerty  Roscommon Central WSS  2600PRI2121 
13. Onagh, Taughmaconnell South Roscommon RWSS Killeglan 2600PRI2126 
14. Parkmore, Ballinasloe  Ballinasloe UDC    1200PUB1004 
15. Rockfield   Roscommon Central WSS  2600PRI2129 
16. Rooskey, Ballaghaderreen North Roscommon RWSS  2600PRI2131 
17. Sligo Road   North Roscommon RWSS  2600PRI2137 
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 Measure 6 –A Community Water Connection 
Crosshill, Arigna was undertaken in 2019 costing €22,314. Completed. 
Numerous queries have been received on this measure 
 

 Measure 8 - PRIVATE WATER SUPPLY- Grants for the improvement of a private water supply 
to a house 

The existing grant scheme to support improvement works for a private water supply providing water 
intended for human consumption and domestic purposes to a house, (more commonly known as 
private or household wells) has been revised with effect from 4th June, 2020 under the Housing (Private 
Water Supply Financial Assistance) Regulations 2020 (S.I. No. 192 of 2020).  

 
1. Purpose of grant 

The purpose of this grant scheme is to assist households in rural areas that are dependent on a private 
water supply (individual well) for their household use, by financially assisting them where they incur 
capital expenditure, to carry out improvements to the supply to ensure that the water supply is 
wholesome and clean, or that the quantity supplied is insufficient to meet the domestic needs 
of the household as defined in the Housing (Private Water Supply Financial Assistance) Regulations 
2020 (S.I. No. 192 of 2020).  

   
2. Level of grant 

The level of a grant is determined by the type of improvement works being undertaken and shall not 
exceed the following amounts: 
 
(a) (i) 85% of the approved costs for rehabilitation works, subject to a maximum of €3,000; or 

(ii) 85% of the approved costs for the provision of a new well, subject to a maximum of €5,000 
(where the housing authority agrees that this is the most appropriate solution);  

(b) 100% of the approved costs for works that, in the opinion of the housing authority, are 
necessary to treat the water to meet the water quality standards specified in the Regulations, 
subject to a maximum grant of €1,000.  Examples of such treatments are filtration or Ultra 
Violet treatment.  

 

To the end of Q2 2023 a total of 5 applications for the upgrade of Private Water Supplies have been 
received. 

Grants have been paid on 1 completed application at a cost of €1,000.00. 

 

SUBSIDY -Payable towards the Operational Costs of Group Water Schemes Providing Water 
for Domestic Use: 

With effect from 1st January, 2018, the subsidies have been increased, streamlined and new 
incentives introduced for smaller schemes. This is intended to bring greater equity and 
fairness to ensure that domestic users on group water schemes receive comparable benefits 
to those receiving their water supply from Irish Water.  

 Annual Subsidy - - An annual subsidy per house is available to group schemes for the 
operational cost of providing domestic water. Annual subsidies in the sum of €106,026.90 have 
been paid to Group Water Schemes to end of Q2 2023. 

 Operational and Maintenance Subsidy – This subsidy is payable towards Operational and 
Maintenance (O&M) costs associated with “bona fide” Design/Build/Operate (DBO) contracts 
for group schemes that have their own water treatment facilities. O&M subsidies have been 
paid in the sum of €246,405.80 to Group Water Schemes to the end of Q2 2023. 

Total Subsidies paid to Group Water Schemes to end of Q2 2023 is €352,432. 
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ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE UNIT  

Complaints 

The Environment Unit continues to investigate litter and pollution complaints on a daily basis.  All 
complaints are recorded, assigned and investigated using a database.  Monthly reporting to the LGMA 
has also moved to an online portal called NEMIS; generating quarterly reports from NEMIS is being 
examined by RCC/Environment with a view to providing suitable information in future management 
reports. 

  

There were 189 complaints received in Q2 2023, 163 complaints were inspected and 131 cases were 
closed. The majority of complaints relate to illegal dumping and littering. 

 

 

 
Environmental Awareness  

The Environmental Education and Awareness Officer continues to engage with schools, community 
groups and individuals; providing talks, information sessions and support. 

 Green Schools – 21 schools in County Roscommon Schools received a Green Flag (renewal) this 
year. Schools must renew their flag every 2 years. 

 National Spring Clean – launch event took place on 6th April at Loughnaneane Park. 128 Spring 
Clean events were registered in County Roscommon, with an estimated 2854 volunteers involved. 

 Bag it! Bin it! dog fouling campaign – launch event took place on 15th June at Boyle Pleasure 
Grounds. 

 Greener Spaces competition – 23 entries received for competition to recognise enhancement of 
outdoor spaces. 

 National Food Waste Recycling Week – 4 information sessions/talks held at libraries in County 
Roscommon. Distribution of 110 food waste kitchen caddys and information. 
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Media Campaigns 

A number of Social Media/Awareness Campaigns were organised during this period including: 

 Bag it! Bin it! dog fouling campaign – social media campaign, articles in Roscommon People and 
Westmeath Independent. 

 National Spring Clean – social media campaign, articles in Roscommon People and Roscommon 
Herald. 

 Waste Presentation Bylaws/Bulky Goods Collections – social media campaign, article in 
Roscommon People/Herald as part of ADI and interview on Shannonside Radio. 

 Social media promotions include – National Food Waste Recycling Week, WEEE recycling (including 
farm fence batteries) and IFFPG farm plastic collections, Greener Spaces competition, mywaste 
campaigns on littering and illegal dumping. 

 

Waste Collection and Civic Amenity Sites 

Roscommon County Council operates four Civic Amenity Sites which are open to the public three days 
a week.  Waste collected at all four sites is reflected in the National Waste Survey which was submitted 
to the Environmental Protection Agency on 30th June.  Waste collected at Roscommon and 
Ballaghaderreen is also reflected in the Annual Environmental Report (AER) and the Annual 
Environmental Performance Reporting (EPR) landfill returns. 

 
Water, Wastewater, Air and Noise Pollution  

 

1. RCC continues to engage with Lough Forbes Pesticides Action group.  This group looks at 
mechanisms to address pesticides exceedances within catchment area.  RCC attended a 
meeting in June with this Group, the incidence of pesticides occurrence in Lough Forbes is not 
following the national trend in reduction and may require further inspections and resources 
from all LA’s in the catchment in the near future.  

2. Water quality – protect and restore water bodies, (rivers, lakes etc.) to at least good status 
remains a function of local authorities and it is highlighted as key area for Ireland to achieve 
objectives under the Water Framework Directive.  Catchment investigations and inspections 
were completed in Q4 2022. A number of minor issues have been recorded on farms and these 
are being addressed and resolved by the farmers involved.  A report on outcome of 
investigation was compiled in Q1 with a final round of invertebrate monitoring completed in 
Q2 and final outcomes to feed into LAWPRO investigations under adjacent PAA in Co. Galway. 

3. Western ROC (regional operation committee) Water Framework Directive committee continue 
to meet and coordinate a number of national agencies in relation to 
implementation/progressing of water quality issues within the Western Region.  Western ROC 
meeting attended in June.  The Red Dot + notification is undergoing review by LAWPRO at 
present as the facility associated with the deterioration is EPA licence facility.  RCC have 
investigated a number of facilities in the area, non-compliance has been recorded and 
appropriate actions are being under taken to address these.  

4. National Inspection plan for DWWTS   The EPA’s report “Domestic Waste Water Treatment 
Systems (DWWTS) Inspections 2022” was issued in Q2 2023 and addressed two key metrics – 
Local Authority Inspection obligations and Local Authority Enforcement obligations. The 
Roscommon County Council Environment Department completed the required number of 
DWWTS inspections set out in the EPA’s National Inspection Plan for 2022, of which a high 
failure rate of 69% was recorded in the county. DWWTS are inspected using a risk based 
approach within delineated risk zones and the selection of the system for inspection is on a 
random basis within these areas. Advisory notices are issued to all householders where a 
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DWWTS failure is recorded. From 2013 to 2022, advisory notices have been issued to a total of 
209 householders by Roscommon County Council Environment Enforcement. The notices 
identify the elements of the DWWTS that have failed to meet the required standard and 
require the householder to take action to rectify the issues identified. Following the issuing of 
the notices, Roscommon County Council continue to engage with householders and carry out 
follow up inspections to ensure the required actions have been completed. To date, these 
follow up inspections have confirmed 53% of householders have complied with their legal 
obligations – this represents an increase from 45% in 2021. The Council will be increasing 
awareness activities in the coming months to advise householders of their responsibilities and 
the actions they can take. Roscommon County Council are continuing to engage on all open 
advisory notices and are committed to pursuing all required enforcement options with non-
compliant householders up to, and including, legal proceedings to ensure risk to human health 
and the environment is eliminated. In addition, Roscommon County Council are continuing to 
administer the grant scheme covering remediation, repair or upgrading works to DWWTS for 
eligible householders inspected under the National Inspection Plan.  Furthermore, the EPA 
conducted an audit in Q1 2023 to assess performance in relation to the management of 
advisory notices issued pursuant to domestic wastewater treatment system inspections. The 
audit identified failures to follow up on and progress enforcement of DWWTS advisory notices. 
Roscommon County Council are requested to take the actions specified in the audit report to 
ensure advisory notices are followed up on and enforcement is progressed in 2023 where 
necessary.  Regular updates are being provided to the EPA in relation to open files with a view 
to reducing the number of open notices by the end of year.  The EPA will monitor progress by 
Roscommon County Council to address the actions identified in the audit report and in this 
respect requires a written update report by the end of Q3, 2023. 

5. Air Quality at monitoring station in Roscommon Town (adjacent to Aras an Chontae) remained 
at good quality for Q2.   

6. Solid fuel register has been complied for the county in Q2 and with engagement and 
enforcement activities set to commence n Q3 in relation to the premises listed on the register. 

7. Staff attended EPA National Water conference and Irish Associate of Hydrogeologists 
conference.  The conferences provide a good overview of recent activities in the area of ground 
water and surface water management and potential trends/ issues that are arising.   

8. 4-day Environmental enforcement training was arranged for the RCC Environment department 
staff and took place in RCC offices in Q2 2023. The course was designed specifically for Local 
Authority staff who play a role in environmental management enforcement. The course was 
delivered by experienced lawyers skilled in the areas of environmental crime.  

9. A member of staff is sitting on the Agricultural Inspections Working Group with a view to 
developing a new framework for Local Authority inspections at a national level.  Meetings of 
the working group are ongoing with an interim training day to be held in Q4 2023 and a more 
intensive training programme to de developed.  Development of national IT system for 
recording farm inspection to be devised under the programme.    

10. RCC continues to engage with dentists operating in the County in relation to the Mercury 
regulations. 

 

Closed Landfill Sites  

These landfill facilities have ceased accepting waste for landfill disposal but Waste Licences still remain 

in place for Ballaghaderreen and Roscommon Landfills and as per the conditions set out in the Licences, 

Roscommon County Council is obliged to continuously monitor environmental risks associated with 

the closed facilities (e.g., landfill gas, groundwater quality, surface water quality).  Regular maintenance 
and servicing continues to take place.   

Both licenced sites were inspected by the EPA in March 2023 and inspection reports were received in 

Q2.  The Agency carried out this site visits as part of the OEE annual site visit programme to evaluate 
the licensee’s compliance with the requirements of the licence. Roscommon County Council was found 
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to be in compliance with its licences, and have commenced actions relating to improvement 

observations raised by the EPA for both sites – relating to maintenance of monitoring locations, power 
outages procedures, incident reporting and water quality trigger levels.   

 

Department funding is available for the remediation of four non-licenced landfills, known as historic 
landfills, and some of this was drawn down for Castlerea Landfill in 2022.  Further funding for 2023 is 

available and Certificate of Authorisation works at Castlerea historic landfill will be prioritised.  

Contracts for the prescribed works will need to be prepared when the additional staffing resources are 
filled.  Lands cannot be transferred back to original owner until all RCC’s site restoration obligations 

have been met, with the possible exception of monitoring.  Access to lands will be required post 
transfer to facilitate any future monitoring requirements. 

 

RCC continues to sample leachate, surface water and ground water as required from these closed 
landfill sites. 

 

Laboratory Services 

The laboratory provides both a technical/analytical and sampling service and is accredited to ISO 17025 

(one of only 6 Local Authority testing laboratories accredited to this standard).  The laboratory provides 
a shared service to Local Authority’s and LAWPRO in three provinces and continues to expand its 

customer base.  Maintaining output is a primary concern.  This year’s accreditation audit by the Irish 

National Accreditation Board will take place in Q3 2023.   

 

Casual Trading 

The Roscommon County Council Casual Trading Bye-Laws 2022 were adopted in November 2022 and 

come into effect on 01/01/2023.  2 casual trading licences have been granted in Q2 throughout the 

County. Compliance with the Casual Trading Bye-laws is being monitored by enforcement officers on 

an ongoing basis. 

 

Anti-Dumping Initiative 2023 

In Q2 of this year following submission to CUWERLA of a number of proposed projects, RCC was advised 

of a grant in the amount of €110,494 for the above initiative. 

 

Staff Waste Enforcement Training was completed and a Bulky Goods Collection was also held in 

Castlerea in Q2.  A number of other projects commenced in Q2 and will continue into Q3 and Q4 to 

include further Bulky Goods Collections, a focused campaign in Ballaghaderreen, targeted clean ups, 

removal of tyres from a number of locations, further social media campaigns, waste management 
booklet, and also the clean-up of roadside dumping at a number of locations.  Final claim to be 
submitted in Q4 for this initiative. 

 

Climate Action  
 

Climate Action Promotional Video:   The project was launched in Q2 2023 in Roscommon Arts Centre. 

Each video produced will be uploaded to RCC social media accounts on a weekly basis over the months 
of June, July and August.  

 

Climate Action Plan: The Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications has instructed Local 

Authorities’ to commence the process of preparing their statutory Local Authority Climate Action Plans 
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(LACAP). Final government guidance on the preparation of LA Climate Action Plans was issued in Q1 
2023.  

The process of appointing staff resources under the Environment & Climate business unit to lead 

climate action is well underway with the climate action officer and community climate action officer 
positions filled in Q2 2023. The Climate Action Co-Ordinator position will be filled in Q3 2023.  

Membership of the inter-department climate action team has been extended with a revised terms of 
reference circulated.  2 meetings were held in the period.  

A number of training courses were attended in the period by RCC staff relating to the preparation of 
the Climate Action Plan.  

 

Sustainable Energy Communities: An Energy Master Plan for Castlerea SEC was prepared in 2022.  

Bridge funding for the preparation of the SEC energy master plans was provided by RCC.  This funding 
will be recouped from the SEAI.  
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ROADS AND TRANSPORTATION 
 

N5 Ballaghaderreen–Scramoge: The Ballaghaderreen to Scramoge Road Project is 33.4km in length 
and extends from the east tie-in point of the N5 Ballaghaderreen By-pass to Scramoge and bypasses 
Frenchpark, Bellanagare, Tulsk and Strokestown.  The Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) was made on 
11 December 2017.  The application for Development Consent and for confirmation of the CPO and 
associated documentation was submitted to An Bord Pleanála (ABP) on 20 December 2017.  Following 
an Oral Hearing in October 2018, ABP approved the scheme and confirmed the CPO in January 2019.  
CPO notices have been served on all persons listed in the approved CPO.  Land and property acquisition 
continues.  Various works and services contracts were undertaken in advance of the main construction 
contract including fencing, archaeology, topographical surveys, geotechnical investigations and the 
diversions of some Authority & Utility apparatus.  Technical consultants were appointed to assist in 
progressing the project through the tender and construction stages.  The main construction contract 
tender documents were issued on 22 July 2020 and the closing date for receipt of tenders was set for 
Tuesday 22 December 2020.  Tenders received on or before the specified closing date were assessed.  
In accordance with the Public Spending Code, the updated Final Business Case together with a request 
to award the main construction contract was submitted to the Department of Transport on 14 April 
2021.  On 11 June 2021, the Department of Transport advised that Government approval as required 
under the Public Spending Code was given on 9th June 2021 and granted approval to award the main 
construction contract under the direction of TII.  TII approval to award of the main construction 
contract was received on 14 June 2021.  The Main Construction Contract was awarded to Roadbridge 
Ltd. on 16 June 2021 and the Contract was formally executed on 06 October 2021.  Following the 
appointment of a Receiver over certain assets of Roadbridge Ltd. on 11 March 2022, all work under the 
contract ceased.  Roadbridge Ltd.’s contract was subsequently terminated on 04 April 2022.  A contract 
notice to re-procure the main construction contract was published on eTenders on 13th April 2022 and 
on the OJEU on 15th April 2022.  Pre-qualification submissions were received by the latest specified 
time and date for receipt of submissions (16.00 hrs on 27 May 2022).  The main construction contract 
tender documents were issued to all pre-qualified candidates on 22 July 2022.  The closing date for 
receipt of tenders was extended to Friday 24 March 2023.  The main construction contract tender 
competition is ongoing. Roscommon County Council has recommended the appointment of a 
contractor and sought the formal approval of Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) to award the 
contract. In accordance with the Public Spending Code, Government consent is also required. 
 

N61 Ballymurray to Knockcroghery Road Project: This project comprises the improvement of the N61 
National Secondary Road between Ballymurray and Knockcroghery which will incorporate a bypass of 
Knockcroghery.  The project was brought through to the completion of TII Phase 2 (Option Selection) 
by the appointed consultants Roughan & O’ Donovan-AECOM Alliance (ROD-A) in 2021. This project 
was suspended in 2021 by TII due to funding constraints. Some funding was allocated in 2022 under 
the TII Minors programme to develop an overall strategy to address the safety and related issues on 
the section of N61 between Roscommon town and Athlone pending the implementation of long-term 
solution(s).  ROD-A were appointed in August 2022 to undertake this study.  The study is currently 
ongoing and it is anticipated that the associated report will be issued in Q3 2023.  
 
N61 Tulsk to Clashaganny Road Project: involves the realignment of approximately 4km of the N61 
National Secondary route from Tulsk village to Clashaganny.  A planning application in accordance with 
Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations was published in October 2022 and the proposed 
development was approved to proceed in accordance with the recommendation of the Chief 
Executive’s report at the Plenary Meeting of Roscommon County Council held in February 2023.   

That decision has been the subject of a judicial review brought before the High Court and Roscommon 

County Council has recently agreed to the setting aside of the decision reached in February 2023.  It is 

anticipated that a revised planning application in respect of the proposed development will be 
submitted in 2024. 
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N61 Tulsk to Gortnacrannagh Road Project: involves the realignment and improvement of 
approximately 6km of the N61 National Secondary Road between Tulsk village and the new N5 crossing 
of the N61 at Gortnacrannagh Townland.  TII approved the appointment of Lead Technical Consultants 
and independent specialists to progress the project through the planning phases.  Roughan & O’ 
Donovan-AECOM Alliance (ROD-A) was appointed in July 2022.  Phases 0 and 1 have been completed 
and work has commenced on Phase 2 (Options Selection).  It is anticipated that the emerging preferred 
route corridor will be identified in Q3 2023.  
 
National Road Pavement Projects:  Design and Contract documentation have been prepared for the 
pavement overlay projects included in the 2023 TII National Road Allocations.  Contract documentation 
for N5 Frenchpark to Ballinagare and the N63 Athleague to Ballinagard Road pavement projects were 
completed in March 2023 and May 2023 respectively. 
 
N4 Carrick on Shannon to Dromod Project: involves the provision of a transport solution, which 
includes a new crossing of the River Shannon, to relieve the significant traffic congestion on the N4 
through Carrick on Shannon / Cortober.  A Section 85 Agreement under the Local Government Act is in 
place between Roscommon County Council and Leitrim County Council.  Under the Section 85 
Agreement Leitrim County Council is the Lead Authority.  Leitrim County Council appointed Ove Arup 
& Partners Ireland Ltd. (ARUP) to progress the project through the planning process in March 2020.  
ARUP completed Phase 1 (Concept and Feasibility) in July 2020 and Phase 2 (Option Selection) in March 

2023.  TII approval to proceed to Phase 3 (Design and Environmental Evaluation) has been received.  
Ground Investigation and Topographical surveys necessary to progress the project design have 
commenced on site and are expected to continue throughout 2023.  Considering the 2023 Grant 
Allocations to Local Authorities for National Roads, Leitrim County Council has prioritised the 
progression of the town bypass and associated traffic demand management and active travel measures 
through subsequent development phases.  
 
GREENWAY PROJECTS 

 

Athlone to Ballyleague/Lanesborough Greenway Project: involves the provision of a greenway, with 
an approx. indicative length ranging from 45 to 60km.  This Greenway links into proposed Galway to 

Athlone cycleway scheme in the Athlone area.  RPS has been appointed to progress project through 

Phase 0 Scope and Pre-Appraisal & Phase 1 Concept and Feasibility (TII Project Managers Manual for 
Greenway Projects).  Phase 0 deliverables were completed in 2022.  TII issued approval to proceed 

from Phase 0 to Phase 1 on 13/02/2023.  Public Consultation No.1 took place in the Hodson Bay Hotel 

in Hodson Bay, Athlone on 22nd March 2023. Phase 1 deliverables to be completed during Q3 2023. 

 

Mid Shannon Greenway Project: Mid Shannon Greenway is the adopted name for proposed greenway 

project in the area of Ballyleague/Lanesborough, Strokestown, Roosky and Termonbarry.  The Mid 

Shannon greenway has an approx. indicative length ranging from 30 to 45km.  This Greenway links into 

Athlone to Ballyleague/Lanesborough Greenway scheme.  Ryan Hanley has been appointed to progress 

project through Phase 0 Scope and Pre-Appraisal & Phase 1 Concept and Feasibility (TII Project 
Managers Manual for Greenway Projects).  Phase 0 deliverables were completed in 2022. TII issued 

approval to proceed from Phase 0 to Phase 1 on 20/01/2023.  Public Consultation No.1 took place in 

the Percy French Hotel, Strokestown on 19th April 2023.  Phase 1 deliverables to be completed during 
Q3 2023. 
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Lough Key to Carrick on Shannon Greenway Project: involves the provision of a greenway with an 
approx. indicative length ranging from 15 to 20km.  Following a tender process, Roughan & O’Donovan 
Consulting Engineers have been appointed to progress the project through Phase 0 Scope and Pre-
Appraisal & Phase 1 Concept and Feasibility (TII Project Managers Manual for Greenway Projects).  The 
contract commenced in January 2023, Phase 0 deliverables to be completed during Q3 2023.  Phase 1 
deliverables to be completed during Q3 & Q4 2023.  
 
ACTIVE TRAVEL PROJECTS 
 
Initial funding was provided by TII to initiate the following Active Travel projects:  

 AT N5 Bellanagare; 

 AT N5 Frenchpark; 

 AT N5 Strokestown; 

 AT N5 Tulsk; and 

 AT N5 Tulsk to Rathcroghan. 

A single topographical survey contract (encompassing all 5 projects) was completed in June 2022.  
Archaeological assessment and investigation contracts are ongoing.  Procurement of various design 
services contracts necessary to progress the projects is ongoing.  
 

Road Works Scheme 2023 

The Road Works Scheme 2023 for the three Municipal Districts were adopted in March 2023. The 2023 
allocations are outlined below at Table 1 

 

Table 1:  County Roscommon National, Non-National and Non-Public Roads Allocations 2023 

Funding Source 2023 Allocation 

Department of Transport  €   21,243,550.00  

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII)  €   21,832,142.00  

National Transport Authority - Active Travel Investment Programme   €     2,500,000.00  

Department of Rural and Community Development - Local Improvement 
Scheme  

 €         442,825.00  

Roscommon County Council  €     2,235,600.00  

Total   €   48,254,117.00  
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Table 2: the overall Road Works Scheme 2023 is summarised below 

 
 
Local Improvement Scheme  

The Department of Rural and Community Development (DRCD) operates the Local Improvement 
Schemes for the improvement of local non-public roads. In December 2022, the Council advertised for 
expressions of interest for the Local Improvement Scheme 2023.  Applications under the Scheme are 
currently with area staff for report and costings. Roscommon County Council received an allocation of 
€442,825 for 2023. The Local Improvement Scheme will proceed on the same policy basis as last year, 
including the maximum 10% administration costs to be claimed by each local authority and the €1,200 
cap on the local contribution per individual household/landholder.     
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grant Description National

Primary

National 

Primary and 

National 

Secondary 

National

Secondary

Regional

Roads

Local

Roads

Low Cost 

Safety 

Measures

Contingencies CIS Bridge 

Rehabilitation

Drainage Other 

Works

Total

Ordinary Maintenance 155,705 183,838 339,543

Winter Maintenance 129,500 139,500 269,000

Route Lighting 53,145 45,049 98,194

LA Eng. Support-Maintenance 

Schemes

57,300 57,300

Ordinary Maintenance 750,000 1,895,800 245,000 2,890,800

Surface Dressing - Restoration 

Maintenance Grant

0 3,064,000 3,064,000

Winter Maintenance Grant 261,200 261,200

Training Grant 69,000 69,000

Maintenance & Contingencies 1,419,900 30,000 1,449,900

Public Lighting 785,700 785,700

TOTALS - MAINTENANCE 

WORKS

395,650 368,387 1,011,200 6,379,700 0 30,000 0 0 0 1,099,700 9,284,637

Improvement Works 15,660,000 2,945,000 18,605,000

LA Eng. Support Improvement 

Schemes

2,463,105 2,463,105

Road Safety Remedial 

Schemes-TII

0

Specific Improvement Works 

Grant

0 0

Bridge Rehabilitation Grant 460,000 460,000

SR/RR - Restoration 

Improvement Grant 

3,129,500 8,578,000 45,000 11,752,500

PSCI: Survey Support 29,000 29,000

Low Cost Safety Improvement 

Grant 

380,000 380,000

Drainage Grant 803,000 803,000

TOTALS - IMPROVEMENT 

WORKS

15,660,000 2,463,105 2,945,000 3,129,500 8,607,000 380,000 0 #REF! 460,000 803,000 45,000 34,492,605

TOTALS - ALL WORKS 16,055,650 2,463,105 3,313,387 4,140,700 14,986,700 380,000 30,000 #REF! 460,000 803,000 1,144,700 43,777,242

Community Involvement 

Scheme (CIS)

139,050

Former National Roads 

Rehabilitation 

460,000

Climate Change Adaptation 

and Resilience Works 

685,000

Specific Improvement Works 

Grant

250,000

45,311,292

TII Department of 

Transport

RCC Own 

Resources 

 €                                21,832,142.00  €  21,243,550.00  €  2,235,600.00  €        45,311,292.00 

Road Works Scheme 2023 - All Municipal Districts 
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Community Involvement Schemes  
The Department of Transport provides grant assistance which must be matched by a minimum 10% 
from the community for eligible works including general maintenance, drainage works, pavement 
works and footpaths on public roads. Roscommon County Council received an allocation of €139, 
050 in 2023 
 
Active Travel Investment Programme  
The Programme for Government published in June 2020 included significant and ambitious targets for 

the development of walking and cycling schemes. In 2023 the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
has allocated funds to Ireland’s local authorities with a view to spending €290 million on 

walking and cycling infrastructure. Roscommon County Council received an allocation of €2,500,000 

for 2023.  The funding for 2023 is for Year 3 of a 5-year Active Travel Investment Programme, which 
will be transformative in the area of green sustainable transport options to those outside of large urban 
centres.  The development of high quality walking and cycling facilities will encourage more people to 
switch to active travel and will contribute to tackling climate change. This funding will help towards 
connecting communities and making walking and cycling attractive, safe and accessible to everyone. A 
total of 19 Schemes have been completed to date in County Roscommon across the three Municipal 
Districts with a spend of €3,230,264. In 2023, construction has commenced in Lecarrow, Cloonfad and 
Ballinlough Villages.  A further 12 Projects are at planning/procurement stage in 2023 along with eight 
school projects under the Safe Routes to School Programme.  
 
Cemetery Maintenance and Improvement Grants  
Roscommon County Council allocated €65,000 in the 2023 budget for the maintenance of burial 
grounds in County Roscommon.  The Cemetery Improvement and Maintenance Scheme 2023 was 
advertised in the local media and on the Council’s website. Application forms and details were also 
sent to all 2022 Cemetery Grant recipients. A total of 94 groups applied for funding under the Scheme. 
A report on the grant allocations will be presented to the April Plenary Meeting.  
 
Galway to Athlone Cycleway 
This project is being delivered by the Westmeath, Galway and Roscommon local authorities. Design 
consultants, RPS, were appointed in 2020.  A dedicated project office was established in Ballinasloe 
where the public can liaise with the project team. In 2021, Roscommon County Council appointed a 
Project Liaison Officer.   
 
The first of four periods of public consultation took place in August 2020 and the second period of 
public consultation took place in February/March 2021.  Public consultation No. 3 commenced on 8th 
December 2021 and continued to 28th February 2022.  
 
The Code of Practice for Greenways has been finalised and the Project Liaison Officers have met with a 
large number of landowners and other stakeholders. The cycleway bridge across the River Shannon is 
now underway and will be completed by Q2 2023. The total length of this project from Athlone to 
Galway including the Ballinasloe Link is approximately 205 Km, while the total length of the 
Roscommon section is approximately 26 Km. 
 
Following the publication in December 2021 of the Emerging Preferred Route Corridor for the Galway 
to Athlone Cycleway project, consultations with individual landowners have been undertaken to 
identify a preferred route. These consultations have resulted in the identification of a preferred route 
that provides a continuous cycleway from Ballyloughane Beach in Galway City to Athlone Castle. Where 
feasible, the route has been amended following discussions with landowners and others to address 
identified issues whilst ensuring the continuity of the route, end to end. The preferred route starts near 
Ballyloughane Beach to the east of Galway City and then proceeds close to or through the following 
settlement areas: Oranmore, Rinville, Clarinbridge, Kilcolgan, Kinvara, Gort, Woodford, Portumna, 
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Meelick, Clonfert, Ballinasloe, Shannonbridge, and Athlone Castle. It links places of interest, 
established tourism centres, public parks, and outdoor amenities. 
 
The entire preferred route will be published online the week of 27th March 2023. You can view the 
maps on the project website: https://www.galwaytoathlonecycleway.com/  
 
In addition, four public information events were held March 28th to 31st between 3pm and 8pm at 
venues in Oranmore, Gort, Portumna and Ballinasloe.  
 
Following the publication of the preferred route the project team will be continuing with the design 
and environmental evaluation of the cycleway. In addition, the Voluntary Land Acquisition Agreement 
process will commence in accordance with the Code of Best Practice National and Regional Greenways 
(December 2021).  
 
The Project Liaison Officers for the cycleway will continue to engage with landowners. The next steps 
will include discussions with landowners on facilitating engineering and environmental surveys within 
their landholding where these are deemed necessary. 
 
Road Opening Licences 
Excavations made in a public road or footpath require a Road Opening Licence.  Applications for 
licences to open the public road are lodged through the central portal with the Road Management 
Office www.rmo.ie.   The Roads Department processes the licences for County Roscommon from this 
portal and attaches conditions and fees to the licence. The number of new applications for Q2 2023 is 
148 
 
Abnormal Load Permits 
Roscommon County Council operate a permit system for abnormal loads on all or part of journeys 
where specific weight and height conditions apply. The Roads Department issued 39 Abnormal Load 
Permits to the end of Q2 2023.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.galwaytoathlonecycleway.com/
http://www.rmo.ie/

