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Roscommon County Council       

Revenue Account Income & Expenditure Summary by Service Division     

Management Accounts Summary to 31st December 2023     

 EXPENDITURE  INCOME    NET  

Expenditure Incurred up 
to 31/12/2023 

Adopted Full 
Year Budget 

 

Income 
Receivable up to 

31/12/2023 

Adopted Full 
year Budget 

 

Actual Overall Surplus/ 
(Deficit) 

  

 

  

€ € € € € 

Housing & Building 8,444,494 8,947,517  10,640,674 8,958,648  2,196,180 

Road Transport & Safety 29,451,677 28,908,117  23,275,923 22,164,121  (6,175,754) 

Water Services 6,221,953 6,869,635  6,582,110 6,819,363  360,158 

Development Management 9,475,199 9,072,304  5,504,760 3,002,088  (3,970,439) 

Environmental Services 6,570,576 6,700,185  1,471,693 1,065,136  (5,098,883) 

Recreation & Amenity 5,357,302 4,728,556  1,394,437 625,798  (3,962,864) 

Agriculture, Education, Health & Welfare 631,512 792,603  341,129 260,156  (290,383) 

Miscellaneous Services 5,379,870 6,039,949  6,604,928 5,683,092  1,225,058 

Central Management Charges 1,586,757 0  108,351 0  (1,478,406) 

Local Government Fund/General Purpose Grant 0 0  10,756,634 10,756,600  10,756,634 

Pension Levy 0 0  0 0  0 

Rates 0 0  12,474,233 12,723,862  12,474,233 

 73,119,340 72,058,866  79,154,873 72,058,866  6,035,533 

        

Note 1; 

The Central Management Charge is allocated one month in arrears.  The costs included in the Central Management Charge are distributed among Divisions A-H and include 
costs from Area Offices, Corporate Affairs, Corporate buildings, Finance, Human Resources, IT Print & Post Room Services, Pension & Lump Sums.     
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  Summary of Major Collections as at 31st December 2023 

Debt Type 
Opening 
Balance Accrued 

Vacant 
Property 

Adjustments 
Write 

Off/Waivers 
Total for 

Collection Collected 
Closing  
Balance 

Specific 
Doubtful 
Arrears % Collection 

% 
Collection 
Previous 

Year 

           

Commercial Rates 1,343,850 12,467,137 1,135,222 141,212 12,534,553 10,910,386 1,624,168 15,941 87%        89% 

           

           

Rents & Annuities 524,603 6,112,051 - 6,393 6,630,261 5,983,943 646,318 - 90% 91% 

           

           

Housing Loans 135,470 391,521  - - 526,991 395,357 131,634 - 75% 71% 

 

 

Recourse to Overdraft;  

There has been no recourse to overdraft during the month of December 2023 
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT  
 

Forward Planning  
 

There was a significant level of forward planning activity in Q4 of 2023, with various stages of public 
consultation commencing in respect of three Plans.  The collaborative work between Roscommon 
County Council and Leitrim County Council led to the publication of a Strategic Issues Paper and the 
associated commencement of a pre-draft public consultation on the Carrick on Shannon Joint Local 
Area Plan on October 12th, with the consultation period concluding on December 1st. As part of the 
pre-draft consultation, a half day joint workshop was held for Members of Roscommon’s Boyle 
Municipal District and Leitrim’s Carrick on Shannon Municipal District on November 23rd, followed by 
a drop in consultation event for the public that afternoon and evening, with both events being well 
attended.   
 
A similar pre-draft public consultation commenced in relation to the forthcoming Athlone Joint Urban 
Area Plan on December 7th with the consultation period on-going until February 1st 2024. A Strategic 
Issues Paper, prepared collaboratively by Roscommon and Westmeath County Councils has also 
informed that pre-draft consultation.  

 

In respect of Forward Planning activity being undertaken exclusively by Roscommon County Council, 
an important milestone was reached in the plan preparation process, with the Roscommon Town 
Draft Local Area Plan 2024-2030 going on public display on December 15th. The statutory public 
consultation period runs from December 15th 2023 to February 5th 2024 
 
Development Management and Planning Enforcement Activity 
 

The table below summarises Development Management activity in Q4. A total of 136 valid planning 
applications were received (compared to 104 in the same period in 2022). Decisions issued on a total 
of 122 planning applications, of which 106 were grants of planning permission.  
 

 Development Management Statistics 

 

Period 
 
 

Activity  Roscommon North Roscommon South  Totals 

 
 
Q4 2023 
 
 

Valid Applications  72 64 136 

Invalid Applications 25 24 49 

Extension of Duration  0 2 2 

DED 7 11 18 

Pre-planning meeting 18 20 38 

 

 
Enforcement Activity  
 

Period Activity  Countywide Totals 

 
 
Q4 2023  

New enforcement case 19 

General letter 7 

Warning letter  9 

Enforcement notice  5 

Closed case  6 

Legal proceedings  0 
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Unfinished Housing Developments (UHD) 
 

Development activity continued around the county in Q4 in several unfinished housing developments. 
Contractors engaged by Roscommon County Council were at work in five developments in the Athlone 
MD, as well as one in the Boyle MD.  Developers were also on-site in two developments, undertaking 
agreed site resolution works, with one development being in the Athlone MD and the other in the 
Boyle MD.   

 
Following a tender evaluation process in November, a contract was awarded in December for the 
undertaking of site resolution works in three developments in the Boyle MD.  Meanwhile, tender 
evaluations were also undertaken in December in relation to two separate contracts for works in 
developments in Tarmonbarry and Castlerea.    

 
Four developments which have been brought to a satisfactory standard through site resolution works 
reached the milestone of being Taken in Charge during Q4.  Resolutions were passed at the Boyle MD 
Meeting in November to take in charge Quay West North and Quay West South (both in Cootehall), 
and at the Roscommon MD Meeting in the same month resolutions were passed to take in charge 
Knights Court and Anvil Court in Roscommon town.  
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ECONOMIC AND DEVELOPMENT PROMOTION  
 

Local Enterprise Office: 

 

 Trading On Line Vouchers (TOVs):    
25 applications were received and approved in 2023.  Clients who received TOV approval in 2022 
are now all reconciled (i.e.: Paid or De-committed where necessary).  Remote Trading Online 
Voucher Information Seminars are held regularly, with bookings accepted via the LEO 
website.  Seminars in 2023 took place on January 25th, February 22nd, March 7th, April 27th, June 
29th, August 17th, October 5th & December 7th 2023. The next Remote Trading Online Voucher 
Information Seminar is on January 25th 2024. 
 

 Evaluation & Approvals Meeting:    

The Evaluation Committee Meeting took place on 11th December 2023.  Four Measure 1 Grants 
were assessed and funding was approved totalling €99,981. 

Furthermore, the Evaluation Committee agreed to endorse and recommend to Enterprise Ireland, 
for approval an Agile Innovation Grant of €117,757. 

 

 Green for Micro Scheme:    

The Green for Micro helps small businesses become more environmentally friendly and sustainable 

by providing advice and technical support covering topics such as resource efficiency, 

understanding carbon footprint and implementing an environmental management system.  LEO 
Roscommon processed 17 applications in 2023. The annual target for this scheme was 14 

applications for LEO Roscommon.  Clients that have completed the Green for Micro can now apply 
for the new Energy Efficiency Grant.  

 

 Digital for Business Scheme:    

Digital for Business is an initiative from the Local Enterprise Office designed to help businesses 
prepare and implement a plan for the adoption of digital tools and techniques across the business. 
5 applications for Digital for Business has been approved in 2023. 

 

 Technical Assistance for MicroExporters:   
helps small businesses expand into export markets by assisting with the costs of exhibiting at 
international trade shows.  LEO Roscommon processed 10 applications in 2023. 
 

 Microfinance:    

10 applications were received and sent to MFI up to December 2023. 2 approved, 5 refused and 3 

withdrawn by MFI. 2 also approved directly with MFI. Work continues on the promotion of this 
source of finance on social Media and via mentoring clinics. 

 

 Training:    

Training to support the business community has been very active in 2023 and places are in demand 
and training is well attended.   A total of 1092 participants have been facilitated in 2023. 

 

 Local Enterprise Week:    

This initiative has concluded for 2023 and will recommence in 2024. 
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 Remote Mentoring:   

22 Business Advice Clinics & 6 Remote Website & Social Media Review Clinics have been held since 

January with 199 clients attending the Business Advice clinics.  All bookings were taken via the LEO 
website online booking system. 93 clients in total have been facilitated through One to One 
Mentoring sessions.     

 

 REBOOT Training Programme:   

(RTP) is a co-operative collaboration between Local Action Groups and Local Enterprise Offices in 

Mayo, Roscommon and Sligo. A finale event was held on April 19th at the Mc William Park Hotel, 
Claremorris and this programme has now concluded. 

 

 Enquiries:   

Appropriate support provided on an ongoing basis.  455 enquires were logged from January to 
December 2023. 

 

 Student Enterprise Programme:   

The programme for 2023/24 academic year recommenced in September with all 9 secondary 

schools registering to take part in the programme once again. In school workshops are ongoing and 
these are being delivered by Whizzkids Training. 

 

 National Enterprise Awards:   

This initiative has concluded for 2023 and will recommence in 2024. 

 

 Promotion:   

All LEO supports were promoted on the LEO website and on various social media platforms. 

 

 EI:   

LW continues to work with Meabh Conaghan, the new West Region Manager and  Noeleen Hussey. 

 

 IDA:   

LW is keeping the line of communication open between IDA, CE & Senior Management of RCC in 

the hope of encouraging FDI to Roscommon. 
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COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

  

LEADER 
 

 Project Claims Up to date (1 paid in Dec/6 processed after finance cut off but will be paid in 
first payment run in Jan) 

 7 projects remain with payments due in 2024 

 LEADER 2023-2027 Funding Agreement signed & returned 22/12/23 

 Draft LEADER 2023-2027 Operating Rules received 
 

Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) and LECP 

 

 LCDC Meeting took place 13.12.23. Úna Ni Chuinn presented the FINAL DRAFT to the LCDC 
Committee. The LCDC approved the Local Economic and Community Development Plan 2023-
2029.  The Final document is scheduled for presentation to the Council members at the next 
Council meeting of 22.01.23.   

 Continuing to liaise with the IFA as Social Partner Pillar seek new Nominee for the Farming 
Pillar following their resignation from the Committee. 

 The LCDC approved the addendum to the Funding Agreement for the 2014-2020 LEADER 
Programme which is effective from the 1st January 2024 and will expire on 31st December 
2025 or closure of the Programme; whichever occurs first. 

 

Joint Policing Committee (JPC) 
 

 04.12.23 – JPC Meeting took Place.  Next Sub-committee meeting is scheduled for 04.03.24 
and JPC Meeting for 11.03.24. 

 Having completed some consultations, work will commence on the JPC Plan in January. 

 There is a balance of €941.00 from the Community Safety Innovation Fund. An application to 
carry this forward to 2024 has been submitted to the Department 

 Following discussion at various JPC Meetings, a Property Marking Training session was 
scheduled for January 27th in Kilbride Community Centre.  Invites to possible interested parties 
will be sent out in January.  

 

 Citizen Rural Project  
 

 No further update for December. 
   

Comhairle Na nÓg 
 

 Comhairle Steering Group meeting took place on 08.12.23 
 
Planet Youth 
 

 The Council made a contribution of €3,150.00 to the Western Region Drugs Task Force for 
Planet Youth 2023. 

 

Healthy Ireland 
 

 A Connect Café Healthy Roscommon Positive Mental Health Fund 2023-2024 has been 
earmarked for promoting and enhancing mental health and wellbeing by bringing people 
together to connect and start conversations through the Connect Café model from Mental 
Health Ireland. An open call was launched for groups interested in hosting Connect Cafés 
before Christmas – closing 5th Jan. A webinar was hosted in advance of the Open Call going live 
and it is hoped to fund between 8 and 10 groups 
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SICAP 
 

 SICAP 2024 Framework Agreement signed and returned 22/12/23 

 SICAP 2024 – 2028 Call Off Contract 

 Q1 2024 Drawdown submitted 

 

Community Support Fund 2022 & 2023 

 

 Press Release announced by DRCD regarding funding for “Local Enhancement Programme 
2024”. Total amount allocated to Roscommon is €138,641.54 of this amount €23,106.92 has 
been ring-fenced towards women’s groups. This fund will provide capital supports essential for 
the many community groups and organisations, particularly those who serve disadvantaged 
areas in rural and urban areas. 

 

Community Recognition Fund (CRF) 

 Total funding allocation - €689,057. CRF 2023 - Department Returns Complete - A total sum of 
€294,694.25 has been drawn down. Lorcan and Mairead continue to work closely with 
community groups to assist them in progressing their projects. 

 
Age Friendly  

 

 No further update on the November Report in relation to Age Friendly. 

 The Age Friendly Business Recognition Programme - Train the Trainer Course was held on the 
29th of November online. This Course aims to equip potential tutors with the necessary tools 
to deliver the programme locally. This programme will aim to highlight the benefits to 
businesses to become Age Friendly. 

 OPC Training scheduled for the 22nd of November.  The Midlands Regional Age Friendly 
Programme Manager, delivered the training to all Older Persons Council members. Two new 
members joined the OPN 

 
 

Social Inclusion Unit 
 

 Remaining SI Week grants (€1600) submitted for payment (expected in first payment run in 
January) 

 

PPN 

 Facilitated Healthy Ireland funding webinar for community groups with colleagues in RCC. 

 Hosted the PPN Northwest Regional Meeting and Networking event for the BMW region in 
Kilronan Castle. 

 Supported Climate Action Unit on Communications with community groups. 

 Continued increase in PPN registrations during December. 

 Continuing to support development of Ballaghaderreen Action Plan- (Social Inclusion Profile) 
with various local stakeholders via the SIM Research Subgroup.  
Ongoing Communications disseminated across various platforms. 
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INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION/UKRAINE 

 

Offer a Home 

Scheme was launched on the 24th Nov 2023.  Applications can be made via Offer a Home website and 

this will be followed up with inspections to determine the suitability of the property.  Advertisements 
of the scheme have been placed on line (RCC website and Social media) and in the local newspapers.  

 To-date  

 195 properties have been offered in Co. Roscommon.   

 128 properties have been allocated to Ukrainian families.  (408 persons) 

 4 are in the process of being offered. 

 39 houses have been withdrawn. 

  

There are approximately 1100 Ukrainians in the County that we are aware of, however, there are also 

a number is privately arranged units of accommodation.  There are 15 accommodation Service 

Providers, three of which are under contract with Roscommon County Council and the remaining are 
under contract with IPAS.   
 

Local Authority Integration Team (LAIT) 

 A Local Authority Integration Team is being set up in every Local Authority. The primary role of 
the Local Authority Integration Team (LAIT) is to provide ongoing integration supports to 
International Protection (IP) applicants, Programme Refugees and Beneficiaries of Temporary 
Protection (BOTP) to enable them to live independently in the community.  Roscommon 
County Council are currently in the process of recruiting staff.  

 

Emergency Refurbishment Ukraine Project (ERUP) 
 

 There is a total of 7 properties registered for the Emergency Refurbishment Programme 
 

TOURISM 
 

Regional 

 

 EU Just Transition Strategic Partnership Project Meetings with Failte Ireland  

 Hodson Bay Steering Group meeting held with Waterways Ireland and Failte Ireland  

 LAMA award nomination for Castlerea Rose Festival submitted  
 

County 

 

 Christmas Visit Roscommon Marketing campaign continued to include county wide marketing 
and promotion of the Roscommon Christmas Festival and the Enchanted Christmas Trail at 
Loughnaneane Park.  

 Christmas Marketing included digital in the form of google ads, social media, online media, 
print media and radio interviews and advertising.   

 Destination Boyle Project ongoing  

 Planning and organising of the Enchanted Christmas Trail event at Loughnaneane Park 
continued 

 Very successful Enchanted Christmas Trail community/tourism event took place, with large 
attendance on both evenings  

 Roscommon Bound kick off meeting with marketing consultants  

 2023 Festival and events grant drawdown completed 
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HERITAGE 
 

Royal Sites of Ireland UNESCO Bid – Steering Group meeting took place on 15/12/2023. RCC need to 
sign off on the Memorandum of Understanding at the next Steering Group Meeting on 26/01/2024.  

 

SPC Meeting: Heritage update presentation was given at Economic Development & Enterprise Support 
SPC (including Tourism, Culture and Libraries) SPC meeting on 07/12/2023 

 

Rathcroghan Place Partnership: attended project meeting on 11/12/2023 

 

Greener Spaces Pollinator Awards: 15 x Pollinator Awards were given out at the Greener Spaces 

Awards on 12/12/2023 for schools, burial grounds, estates and communities actions for pollinators. 

This was a RCC Action for Pollinators funded by the Local Biodiversity Action Fund from the National 
Parks & Wildlife Service.  

 

County Roscommon Heritage Forum: Meeting 4/2023 took place on 14/12/2023 

 

Heritage Office News – 80 x emails circulated in 2023 

 

Heritage Office Social Media – 55 x social media posts in 2023 

 

ARTS OFFICE  
 

Arts Plan 2023 – 2028 completed. 

 

Arts Participation Programme 

 CARE: Creative Ageing in Roscommon - Artist Residencies Programme in HSE Nursing Homes 
2023 ongoing.  

 RCC Artist/Creative Panel for facilitators (to work in participation contexts in the Arts, 
Libraries, Heritage etc.,) - successful facilitators communicated.   

 

Roscommon County Youth Theatre weekly workshops at Roscommon Arts Centre. 

 

Capital Programmes in collaboration with Regeneration 

 (Extended) Stage 2 Assessment for Roscommon Town URDF Artist Commissions for Sculpture 
on the Square commission – 2 artists (1 team) commissioned. 

 Living Laneways (2 artists commissioned and have begun community engagements). 

 

Ongoing development and delivery of the Creative Ireland and the Decade of Centenaries Programmes, 

liaising with artists, creatives, communities and coordinating the work of the internal Culture Team 

comprising Arts, Heritage, Tourism, Library, Community, LEO. Working with the national Creative Ireland 
Office and Commemorations Unit – both in the Department of Tourism Culture Arts Gaeltacht Sports & 

Media. Guided by Roscommon County Council Culture and Creativity Strategy 2023-2027. 
Additional funding awarded, to be spent on knowledge exchange programme for artists.  
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Roscommon Arts Centre  

The monthly programme contributes to an inclusive and vibrant arts space for artists and audiences 

through Performance; Gallery; Outreach & Engagement; Artist Supports. 

 

Recruitment in process for 

 Arts & Venue Manager Manager 

 Box Office Assistant  

 Creative Producer (freelance – contract for services) 

 

Recruitment in process for 

 Arts & Venue Manager (King House, An Ríoga and Douglas Hyde Centre) 
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REGENERATION UNIT  
 

Urban Regeneration Development Fund 

 

Roscommon Public Realm Enhancement Project:  

 Construction work on Main St and Market Square is now complete. Only minor snagging works 
remain.  

 Construction Works on Covered Civic Space well advanced, with completion planned for 
February 2024. 

 Artists appointed for laneway enhanced to both Hynes & Chapel Lane along with Sculptor piece 
for Market Square. Commissions to be completed by Q3 2024 

 

Putting the Spokes back into the Wheel URDF  

 Part 8 approved for Roscommon Town Centre East Project  

 Site Investigation Contract well advanced with completion planned for Q1 2024 

 Detailed design phase underway with ongoing liaison with Utility Providers  

 Preliminary Design for Roscommon Town Centre West Project ongoing. 

 

URDF Call 3 Revolving Fund 

 RCC received approval from URDF to activate 3 sites in Roscommon Town with 2 of the sites 
being activated 

 RCC has sought approval from URDF to add 2 further site to the approved list for activation 
under the scheme 

 

Rural Regeneration Development Fund 

 

C1 Castlerea Food Hub:  

 Construction works approaching completion with expected completion date of Q1 2024. 
 

C1 Boyle Enterprise Hub and Riverside Promenade (An Rioga) 

 Project Complete  

 

C1 Monksland Life Sciences Hub 

 Construction works approaching completion with expected completion date of Q1 2024. 

 

C2 Ballaghaderreen Public Realm 

 Construction Contract Awarded with works scheduled to commence in early Q1 2024 with an 
estimated 16-month delivery programme.  

 

C1 Energising Boyle Town Centre and King House  

 Conservation Works to Doors & Windows of King House, along with upgrade of Mechanical & 
Electrical infrastructure within King House is substantially complete will final works planned to 
be completed in Q1 2024. 

 Construction works have commenced on Boyle Public Realm Scheme with expected 
completion date of Q3 2024.  
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C2 Putting the Heart into Monksland 

 Consultancy Commission has been awarded & preliminary design is underway. First Public 
Consultation Event has taken place for the Multipurpose Community Hub Element with future 
PCE’s scheduled for Q1 2024 with a view to progressing the design to allow a Part 8 Planning 
Application to be submitted in Q3 2024.  

 

C2 Strokestown Bawn St Public Realm Project 

 Part 8 Planning Consent has been secured with detailed design & preparation of construction 
tender pack phase to commence in Q1 2024.  

 C1 RRDF Construction Funding Application being prepared to be submitted by closing date of 
08th February 2024. 

 

C1 2022 Boyle Community Library 

 Multi-Disciplinary Consultancy Commission has been awarded & detailed design & preparation 
of construction tender pack phase is underway. The current programme plans propose to 
publish construction tender by Q3 2024.  

 

Strokestown Town Centre First Plan 

 Plan Complete  

 

Town and Village 2021 

 

Cloonfad  

 Complete 

 

Monksland 

 CEO Report on Part 8 Planning Application to be considered by Athlone Municipal District in 
Jan 2024. 

 Work ongoing on preparation of detailed design & Construction Tender Pack. Subject to 
planning approval is proposed to published the construction tender pack in Q1 2024.  

 

Ballintubber 

 Construction Works are ongoing with planned completion date of Q2 2024 

  

Roscommon Bound 

 Marketing Consultant has been appointed, planning phase complete. Roll out of national 
marketing campaign, networking events, brand ambassadors scheme and global rossie day to 
follow. 
 

Former Garda Stations Tarmonbarry & Ballintober - Development Measure. 

 Complete 
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Town and Village 2022 

 

Arigna 

 Construction work ongoing to enhancements of Argina Village with scheduled completion of 
Q1 2024. 

 Consultant appointed to progress public sport park element of project with site investigation 
& preparation of detailed design & construction tender pack ongoing. 

 

Cootehall 

 Construction tender pack for upgrade to Barrack Building Complete & ready to be published.  
Planning application for enhancement to adjoining park being finalised with a view to 
publishing in early Q1 2024 

 

Athleague  

 Construction works ongoing with planned completion date of Q2 2024 

 Public Art Element is complete & ready for installation as part of construction contract. 
 

Ballinagare 

 Preliminary Design & Consultation Complete with Planning Application for Scheme to be 
lodged on behalf of Local Community in Q1 2024 

 

TVR Streetscape Enhancement Scheme 2022 

 Complete  

 

Destination Towns 

 Enhancement works to Boyle Pleasure Grounds completed. 

 Lighting to pedestrian bridge and lighting upgrade along river walk completed.  

 Sculpture Trail – completed. 

 King House to Boyle River Enhancement Scheme – Complete 

 New Lighting to Boyle River Bridge is complete. 

 

Outdoor Recreation 2020 
 

Measure 2 Doon Shore 

 Complete  
 

Measure 3 Mote Park  

 Trail enhancement/car parking works completed. 

 Cycle Route Infrastructure being progressed   

 Trail educational element has been combined with 2022 funding scheme.   

 Promotional branding and signage to be completed in conjunction with 2022 scheme.  

 

Outdoor Recreation 2021 

Ballyleague 

 RCC element of project fully complete  

 Works by Access for all group ongoing & scheduled to be substantial complete by early Q2 
2024. 
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Ballintubber/Ballymoe Waterway and Looped Cycleway 

 Construction Contract Awarded & Ballintubber Slipway element complete, works scheduled 
to re-commence ion Ballymoe element in Q1 2024 with a scheduled completion date of Q3 
2024 

 

Arigna Energy Inclusive Park and Miner’s Trail 

  Construction Contract has been awarded with construction works scheduled to commence in 
early Q1 2024 with completion of Q3 2024.  

 

Outdoor Recreation 2022 

 

Measure 2 North Roscommon Accessible for all Water Launch Systems 

 

 Construction Contract has been awarded with works ongoing with an overall scheduled 
completion date of Q3 2024 
 

Measure 2 Mote Park Outdoor Recreation Sensory Sculpture and Natural Play Trail Experience 

 

 Construction Contract for Sculptures pieces along with Play & sensory trail elements is 
currently liv on Etenders procurements platform 

 Following closing date for submission, any tenders received will be assessed with a view to 
awarding the construction contract. 

 Current scheduled completion date for project is Q4 2024 

 

Measure 3 Rathcroghan Archaeological Looped Trails.  

 

 Construction Contract has been awarded by the Rathcroghan Visitor Centre Group who are 
delivering partner for the project. 

 Construction works scheduled to commence in Q2 2024   

 

Outdoor Recreation 2023 
 

Project Development Measures 

 

 2 Project Approved - Athleague Looped Walk & Castlerea Riverside Boardwalk 

 Individual meeting with Community Groups scheduled for Jan 2024 to discuss & agree a project 
delivery plan  

 

Outdoor Performance Space – Castlerea  

 Civils Element – Project complete. 

 Tensile Stage Canopy – Project Complete. 

 

Clár 2022 

 9 project with 7 complete & 2 ongoing with scheduled completion dates of Q2 2024 

 

Clár 2023 

 15 project has been approved funding. RCC awaiting formal notification of funding from DRCD, 
following which correspondence will issue to community groups. 
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LIBRARY SERVICES  

 

 

Library Events and Activities  
 

 In Q4 2023, 20,067 people visited library service points across the county, to borrow 17,891 

items (20/12/23).   

 There were 26 Storytimes, including new, weekly Saturday Storytime sessions that have gotten 

underway in Boyle Library in November 2023. There were 27 visits to libraries from school 

classes and ELCs, involving visits to our service of c. 900 children.    

 In Roscommon Library the Ciorcal Litríochta – Irish language book club, continues to meet on 

a monthly basis, as do monthly meetings of the ‘Bond with a Book’ Social Group, Mum-2-Mum 

Support Group, Craft Club, Book launches, Regari Recovery College and Creative Writing 

Groups in Boyle, Castlerea and Strokestown Libraries. A new Ciorcal Comhrá – Irish 

conversational circle has begun meeting on a weekly basis at Boyle Library.  

 

Right to Read 
 

Children’s Book Festival (CBF) takes place each October, and is used to encourage ongoing engagement 

between the public library and local national schools. A total of 22 events took place in branches 
throughout the county as part of CBF this year, including visits by celebrated national and international 

children’s authors, craft workshops, stories, music and dance sessions for younger classes. Over 560 

primary school children were reached through these events throughout the county, and the events 
were well received; especially popular were visits by children’s authors Michael Smith and Brian 

Gallagher, interactive ‘History Live’ events, which this year focused on the Vikings, and song and dance 
sessions for toddlers and infant classes by Dee Hickey.   
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The annual My Little Library Book Bag scheme, designed to encourage increase reading and active 

library use by children beginning primary school this year (September 2023) was rolled out across all 

branches and involved engagement by the Right to Read Coordinator and library branch managers with 

all county and local stakeholders, with a special focus on parents and ELCs. Out of 1000 bags of English 

language books, over 650 have been distributed locally to date, and out of 100 Irish language bags, 82 

have been distributed. The scheme also saw a rise in membership by family members, parents and 

siblings of the children involved.  

  
 

                        

The LGMA’s new national Little Library Bedtime Book scheme, designed to encourage reading and 

increased library membership among babies, toddlers and their parents and families ran from 
September to December across all branch libraries and proved very popular, accompanied as it was by 

an exensive national and local social media campaign. Between English and Irish language books, 1200 
books were received by Roscommon Libraries, of which c. 900 have so far been distributed. The 

scheme was accompanied by an increase in library membership by families.  

 
Mobile Library 
 

The Mobile Library service has continued to offer services, weekly in Ballaghaderreen, and monthly in 

Monksland, Keadue, Elphin, Ballyfarnon, Rooskey and Tarmonbarry. In Q4, 24 visits to schools and 

preschools were also made, and the time covered for mobile visits being extended by ½ hour for 
Thursdays.  
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Healthy Ireland at Your Library  

Two events were held in October as part of the Healthy Ireland at Your Library initiative. In Boyle 
Library, Eileen Mannion, Dental Nurse, facilitated an oral health workshop for children. Topics such as 
oral hygiene, brushing techniques, diet advice and sugar awareness were covered during this very 
enjoyable workshop. Patricia Blighe from the Connaught Counselling Centre facilitated a workshop 
entitled “Getting Winter Ready” in Strokestown Library. This was a very informative workshop which 
helped participants to tune their minds and bodies to adapt to the change in the seasons.  
 
Literacy  
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Roscommon Library Service has recently acquired Lexia, a new online literacy programme suitable for 
both children and adults.  

Lexia Core5 Reading is suitable for primary school children and is an adaptive blended learning program 

that accelerates the development of literacy skills for students of all abilities, helping them make that 

critical shift from learning to read to reading to learn. It provides a systematic and structured approach 
to six critical areas of reading: 
 

 Phonological Awareness 

 Phonics 

 Structural Analysis 

 Automaticity/Fluency 

 Vocabulary 

 Comprehension 

Lexia PowerUp Literacy is suitable for post-primary children and adults. It accelerates basic reading 

abilities, as well as developing the higher order strategies required to comprehend increasingly 

complex texts. This online programme aims to enhance English Language instruction and drive the 
academic success of users. Lexia PowerUp Literacy offers personalised instruction in the following 

areas: Word Study, Grammar and Comprehension. 

Roscommon Library Service will provide licences to teachers and individuals who require additional 

support in developing the literacy needs of their students. This new online literacy service 

complements the already highly successful TTRS service on offer to schools and individuals and is being 

rolled out in line with the new national library strategy that aims to increase literacy among adults in 
Ireland. Lexia will be rolled-out via local media and social media as schools return in the New Year.  

 
Sense-Ability 

On December 19th, Leas-Cathaoirleach John Cummins officially launched The Happiness Programme at 

Boyle Library. 
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Roscommon County Libraries have recently brought a bit of magic to Boyle by rolling out a new 

interactive light projector to provide inclusive, sensory stimulation to the neurodiverse community, 

including those with autism, additional needs, which will further enhance the library's age-friendly 
services. 

 

Financed by Dormant Accounts funding sourced by the library from the Department of Rural and 

Community Development, the projector is designed by Social-Ability and manufactured in the UK. The 
Happiness Programme uses interactive games to connect library users with each other. Research 

shows the concept improves the wellbeing of people living with dementia and other cognitive 
challenges.  

 

Using interactive light projections, the Happiness Programme, which can be played independently or 

in a group, stimulates movement by inviting participants to take part in all sorts of different fun 

activities.  Among the activities are ‘popping bubbles’, playing the piano, colouring in pictures, 

sweeping leaves or interacting playfully with fish. Games are rich in colour, movement and detail, and 
allow people of all ages to play in a safe and comfortable environment.  

 

The Happiness Programme is portable so it can be used wherever those using it feel most comfortable 

to do so. It can be projected onto floors, ceiling and walls and allows for a range of games that change 

seasonally.  The programme covers 14 different categories, so there will always be something new for 
service users to try.  Its portability also means Roscommon Library will also have the option to bring 

the projector to various outreach and community events. 

 

Roscommon Sports Partnership Collaboration 

As well as the ‘Activator Poles’ which will be lendable through our libraries to the elderly or infirm to 

help support a project initiated by Roscommon Sports Partnership and also lending some of their 
‘Boccia’ accessible bowling equipment the library service has also collaborated with RSP to lend 

Playground Stencils to schools and service users in the County.   
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Parents Connect 

In November 2023, Roscommon Libraries hosted an information stand at a Parents Connect 

information event in The Quad Youth Centre, Roscommon. The event consisted of guest speakers and 
information stalls, and was aimed at expectant parents and to those caring for children up to the age 

of 3 years. It was a great opportunity to promote library services for children. Parents were able to sign 
their children up for library membership on the day and receive their free bedtime book as part of the 

Little Library Bedtime initiative. 

 

 
Creative Writer’s Group, Strokestown Library 

 
Siarscéal 

 
The Siarscéal Literary Festival, organized by Roscommon County Library, in collaboration with the 
library services in counties Leitrim and Sligo, had a very successful series of workshops and creative 
writing classes. It concluded with the Hanna Greally Award Day in Roscommon Library on 21 October. 
There were two winners in the adult categories of Poetry and Short Story and eight juvenile winners. 
The Awards Day was very successful, over 60 people were in attendance. Local and regional media 
covered the festival and winners extensively, including all the local newspapers in Roscommon, 
Athlone and Galway, and the winning entries were recorded on the day and broadcast by the Arts 
Programme with Ursula Ledwith on RosFM: The Arts Programme with Ursula Ledwith 29/11/23 - 
RosFM 94.6  

 

https://www.rosfm.ie/the-arts-programme-with-ursula-ledwith-29-11-23/
https://www.rosfm.ie/the-arts-programme-with-ursula-ledwith-29-11-23/
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Gaeilge 
 

As well as a monthly Irish language book club which meets in Roscommon Library monthly, and a 
newly-established weekly ‘Ciorcal Comhrá’ in Boyle Library, the library service also took part in a special 
Lá na Gaeilge in the Abbey Hotel three weeks ago, organized by Glór na nGael, to provide a forum for 
anyone interested in the language Roscommon, individuals, parent’s associations, Gaeilscoil de hÍde, 
the GAA, community groups, and the library. The was addressed by members of Foras na Gaeilge, 
Conradh na Gaeilge, Teanga Tí and Roscommon Library who spoke about the many services, funding 
channels, etc. available locally and nationally. The day was very successful and attending by 70-80 
people.  
 

 
 

Capital Projects 
 
Tenders were published in December seeking contractors to complete upgrades to Ballaghaderreen 
Library at Dillon House, including energy upgrades to the upper floors.  
https://ted.europa.eu/udl?uri=TED:NOTICE:770089-2023:TEXT:EN:HTML  
 
Part 8 planning application is underway for Temporary Unit to house Ballaghaderreen Library service 
for the duration of the above project. 
 
The first meeting of the planning design team for the new Boyle Community Library was held in 
December and the Architects, Rhatigan’s of Sligo also visited a number of recently opened libraries 
around the country with the County Librarian. 
 
 
 

 

https://ted.europa.eu/udl?uri=TED:NOTICE:770089-2023:TEXT:EN:HTML
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 HOUSING BUSINESS UNIT  

1.0 Homelessness & Housing Allocations 
 

1.1 Homelessness 

A range of responses to homelessness in accordance with the West Framework Homelessness Action 

Plan are in place.  The Western Region Homeless Action Plan 2019-2022 is being reviewed by the lead 
Council (Galway City Council) with input from the other authorities in the region. 

46 = homeless cases presented in Q4, 2023 

17 = cases required short-term accommodation in Q4, 2023 

 

Breakdown Homeless figures Q4 2023 

Presentations Individuals Families Totals Households 

Breakdown of Family 

unit 

October 9 3 3 

2A & 2C 

2A & 11C 

1A & 2C 

November 10 5 5 

2A & 2C X 2 

1A & 3C 

1A & 1C 

2A 

December 15 4 4 

1A & 2C X 2 

2A X 2 

     

Accommodated Individuals Families Totals Households 

Breakdown of Family 

unit 

October 1 0 0 N/A 

November 4 1 1 1A & 1C 

December 9 2 2 2A X 2 

 

Galway Simon is contracted to provide Housing First services to the Western Region.  Resources to 

support six Housing First applicants over a three-year period will be made available to County 

Roscommon under the Housing First programme.  A Homeless Action Team (HAT) facilitates the co-

ordination of Housing First and Housing-Led support services.   
 

To date, nine referrals have been forwarded to the HAT for consideration.  Four referrals have been 

accepted for Housing-Led services and four referrals have been accepted for Housing First Services. At 

present, there are three Housing First Tenancies and three Housing-Led tenancies. Other units of 

accommodation are currently being identified for the creation of further Housing First tenancies and 
Housing-Led tenancies.  One referral was submitted to the HAT in Q3, 2023 for consideration and was 

accepted for Housing First Services.  A property was identified and a support package will be agreed 
with the case worker.   Tenant signed up his Housing First tenancy on 15th September, 2023. 
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1.2 Housing Assessments & Allocations    

 

317 applicants (excluding transfers) on the approved housing list at end of Q4, 2023 

121 applicants are currently in private rented accommodation with no housing support 

18 offers of accommodation made in Q4, 2023 

9 nominations made to AHB 

20 new tenants appointed/allocated in Q4, 2023 to LA dwellings 

37 AHB Tenants appointed in Q4, 2023 

6 refusals recorded in Q4, 2023  (2 AHB Houses refused) 

 

2.0 Social Housing Rental Accommodation Market 
 

2.1 Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS)  

Financial support continues via the RAS Scheme for those applicants who have a long-term housing 
need.  As of 31st December 2023, there are 329 households receiving support (218 private rented and 
111 in voluntary housing). 

 

2.2 Housing Assistance Payment (HAP):   

Roscommon County Council is working closely with the Community Welfare Officers in the Department 

of Social Protection to continue the transfer of Rent Supplement recipients to the HAP Scheme. 25 HAP 
tenancies were opened in Q4 and 13 were closed in the same period.  As of 31st December 2023, there 
were 400 social housing applicants in receipt of HAP.   

   

2.3 Repair & Lease Scheme (RLS)    

 

99 applications were received and were assessed since the scheme was rolled out in Q1, 2017; 
the majority of the applications related to properties outside areas of need/demand or were 
remote rural dwellings in poor condition – One application under review in Roscommon 
Town  

4 number of lease agreements RCC has entered into under the RLS (2-1 bed apartments, a 3 
bed ground floor apartment and a 4-bed town-house in Roscommon Town) 

 

 

2.4 Leasing- Long-term Leasing and RAS-Type leases  
 

 As of 31st December, 2023, Roscommon County Council has 4 long-term leases: 3 in Boyle Town 
and 1 in Roscommon Town. 

 As of 31st December, 2023, Roscommon County Council has 68 active RAS Type leases 
throughout the county. As part of Housing for All Programme, only 200 RAS Type leases 
nationally were available. RCC were approved for 22 RAS Type Leases. 

 As of 31st December, 2023, there were 20 active Mortgage to Rent Scheme Leases in place 
(5with AHB’s & 15 with HFL). The Mortgage to Rent Scheme is a government scheme to help 
homeowners who were at risk of losing their homes due to mortgage arrears. One MTR tenant 
brought back their property. 
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3.0 Provision of Additional Social Housing Units 
 

3.1 LA Build (including turnkeys & PPP):      
 

 

 10 units at Windmill Rd., Elphin – Contractor Appointed, works commenced October 2022. 
Estimated completion Q1 2024   

 

 6 Units at Lake View Heights, Boyle – Project Complete.  6 units delivered in Q3 2023. 

 

 12 units at Lisnamult, Ardnanagh, Roscommon – Works commenced in Q1 2023. Estimated 
completion Q1 2024   

 

 27 units at Esker Lawns, Monksland – 22 units completed in Q4 2023.  Final 5 units to complete 
in Q1 2024 
 

 4 Units at Cortober, Carrick on Shannon – Project is at Tender Stage. Works expected to 
commence in Q1 2024 

 

 16 Units at Curlew View, Boyle – Project is at Tender Stage.  Works expected to commence 
in Q2 2024 

 

 51 units at Sli an Choiste, Monksland – Design ongoing.  Planning process expected to 
commence in Q2 2023.  Construction expected to commence in 2024.   

 

 1 Unit at Pound St., Ballaghaderreen – Contractor on site.  Construction to complete in Q3 
2024. 

 

 3 Units at Elphin Street, Strokestown – Project is at Tender Stage.  Works expected to 
commence in Q2 2024 
 

 10 Units at Castle Street Apartments - Contractor on site.  Construction to complete in Q1 2024. 
 

 35 Units at Cloongowna, Monksland – Project Complete.  35 units delivered in Q4 2023 

 

3.2 Housing Association Activity:   

 

 Tuath Housing delivered 35 units at Cloongowna, Monksfield, Athlone in Q4 of 2023 – All 
houses are allocated and tenanted. 

 Tuath Housing Association are working with a developer on a turnkey project under the Capital 
Advance Leasing Facility (CALF) model to deliver 10 units in Roscommon Town. The expected 
delivery date will be early Q1, 2024. 

 Peter McVerry Trust proposed to deliver 10 units in Castlerea town under the Leasing 
Programme. Unfortunately, cash flow issues arose in Qtr. 4 of 2023 for Peter McVerry Trust 
and they have now withdrawn from this project. RCC are currently liaising with another AHB 
to progress this project. 
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3.3 LA Acquisitions (including Buy & Renew) 
 

3.3.1      Buy & Renew Scheme   

The focus under the Buy and Renew is on older stock in urban areas with a view to tackling dereliction 

and improving streetscapes in urban areas of Roscommon, Castlerea, Boyle, Ballaghaderreen, Elphin 
or Strokestown.  

Since 1st January 2023, 6 properties have been acquired as part of Buy & Renew Scheme in 

Ballaghaderreen (2), Boyle (3), Elphin (1). Plans to develop these properties will proceed through the 

four stage process. In addition, RCC has compulsorily acquired two derelict properties (Castlerea 1) and 
Strokestown 1) and it is envisaged both properties will be renovated under the Buy and Renew Scheme. 

 

3.3.2      Acquisition Programme  

As of 31st December, 2023, Roscommon County Council acquired 18 houses under the acquisition 
programme. Houses acquired for the following reasons: 

 Tenants in-Situ  9 
 Risk of Homelessness 4 
 Specific Need  3 
 PART V   1 
 CPO by Agreement  1 

  

The Department established the Cost Rental Tenant In-Situ (CRTiS) Scheme which commenced on a 

temporary administrative basis from 1st April 2023, prior to any legislative enactments or further 

funding negotiations required to formally establish a longer-term cost rental scheme.  The tenants are 
assessed by the LA’s and if they are eligible for CRTiS i.e. net income less than €53,000, the LA will refer 

the details to the Housing Agency. On 18th July last, the Minister for Housing, Local Government & 
Heritage, set new limits to net income less than €59,000. 

During calendar year 2023, RCC received 7 applications under the CRTIS Scheme: 

 Deemed Eligible and referred to Housing Agency 7 
 Refused by Housing Agency    1 

 

3.3.3    Derelict Sites and Dangerous Structures  

The Housing Department took over the function of Derelict Sites and Dangerous Structures and Places 

in late February / March 2022. It is intended the focus will be on the towns within the county initially. 

Roscommon County Council may acquire by agreement or compulsorily purchase any derelict site 

situated within their functional area. In March 2023, the CPO process commenced for 3 properties, 2 

of these properties have now been vested by Roscommon County Council and one was purchased 

through agreement. In April the CPO began on another property but this was withdraw following as a 
result of works being completed by the owner.  In early October the process began to CPO another 

property which has been referred to An Bord Pleanala for decision.  In December two more CPOs 

commenced. A total of 7 CPOs were issued during 2023. 

  

Currently there are 33 properties on the Derelict Sites Register, 6 sites were removed during 2023 as a 

result of works being carried out to make the property non-derelict.  A valuation report has been 

received for the majority of properties on the DS register with some currently being valued.  These 
valuations will issue to the owners under Section 22 of the Derelict Sites Act, in December.   Owners 

will have 28 days to appeal this valuation. Owners will also be notified that the derelict site levy of 7% 
of the market value applies to those properties on the register and located within a prescribed Urban 

Area and demand letters will issue in January 2024. Notices continue to be issued to owners of 
properties that are currently in a state of dereliction. 
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3.4 Traveller Accommodation Programme 2019-2024   

 Cluain Airne, Killerney – Two 2 beds will no longer satisfy the need for the families on this 
site.  A new Stage 1 application for 5 no. four bedroom units was submitted for approval to the 
Department in  Q4 2024.  

 Torpan Beg, Ballyforan - 3 extensions to existing units. Contractor to commence in Q1 2024. 

 

3.5  Tenant Purchase:   

The Tenant Incremental Purchase Scheme was published under the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2014.  As at 31st December 2023, tenant purchase statistics were as follows: 

 

279 applications received to date (4 received in Q4) 

166 offers made to date (3 offers made in Q4)        

108 offers accepted to date (1 offers accepted in Q4) 

71 sales completed to date (3 houses sold in Q4) 

 

Total proceeds of sales received during Q4 2023 is €186,550 

 

4.0 Private Rented Accommodation Standards  

Inspections of private rented dwellings are carried out under the Housing (Standards for Private Rented 

Houses) Regulations 2019.   

 The recommended inspection target for Roscommon in 2023 is 700 inspections.   
 232 inspections were carried out in Q4 2023, 90 of which were follow-up inspections required 

to address issues arising from previous inspections. 
 

5.0 Housing Stock 
 

5.1 Energy Efficiency Programme (retrofitting existing stock)  
In accordance with Circular 22/2023, Roscommon County Council has an allocation under the 2023 
Energy retrofitting programme.  The properties identified are a mix of storage radiators or solid fuel 
heating.  38 units were completed under the 2023 Energy Programme.   

 

5.2 Voids Programme:   

Roscommon County Council will complete 31 voids under the 2023 voids programme. 

 

5.3 Planned Maintenance Programme:     

Roscommon County Council works ongoing under the 2023 planned maintenance programme. 

 

5.4 Casual Vacancy Works (pre-letting works) 

A total of 9 houses were refurbished due to normal turn-over of properties in Q4, 2023, to date 7 have 
been approved for payment to a total of €153,827.23. The remaining 2 properties are awaiting costs 
from the contractor.  
 
5.5 Housing Maintenance 

RCC Housing received 324 maintenance calls in Q4, 2023, billed expenditure on maintenance works 
during the same period was €168,226.88 
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5.6 Housing Grants (Private Grants and LA Grants) 

RCC received a budget allocation of €1,446,375 for private house grants (80% Department funded and 

20% Roscommon County Council funded). The council committed €1,735,650 to grant applicants. 
Unfortunately, all grant applicants did not carry out the works resulting circa €454,000 of the grant 

allocation not being spent.  Lack of Contractors and the significant increase in the cost of materials are 
some of the reasons grant applicants are sighting the delay in getting the works carried out. 

 

RCC continues to receive a large volume of grant applications and the process of validating applications 
for 2024 is ongoing. 

 

A total of 15 council houses were adapted under the Disabled Persons Grant Scheme to meet the needs 

of the tenants costing €241,000 – 90% of this expenditure is recouped from the Department of 
Housing, Heritage and Local Government. 

 

5.7 Croí Cónaithe Fund 

The Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant provides grant funding to support the refurbishment of 

vacant properties in town and villages for residential use.  The scheme has also been revised to include 

properties for the rental market.  A grant of up to a maximum of €50,000 will be available for the 
refurbishment of vacant properties. 

Where the refurbishment costs are expected to exceed the standard grant of up to €50,000, a 

maximum top-up grant amount of up to €20,000 will be available where the property is confirmed by 

the applicant to be derelict (i.e. structurally unsound and dangerous) bringing the total grant available 

for a derelict property up to a maximum of €70,000. In the case of a top-up grant in respect of a derelict 

property, an independent report prepared by an appropriately qualified professional (e.g. quantity 

surveyor, engineer etc.) is required to be submitted along with the application confirming that the 
property is derelict (i.e. structurally unsound and dangerous).  

In respect of rental properties, all landlords are required by law to comply with the standards for rental 

housing and ensure that their properties are fully compliant with fire safety and minimum standards 

regulations for rental properties. As part of the declaration to be signed in the application form, all 
applicants must agree to meet and comply with these standards.    
 

An applicant can apply for a maximum of one grant for residential use and a maximum of one grant for 
rental use. 

 

Applications 

Received since the 

scheme launched 

Awaiting 

further 

information 

Under 

review 

Refused Approved in 

principle 

Approved  Grant 

Funding 

Issued 

 

226 

 

90 

 

24 

 

10 

 

Does not 

meet criteria 

of scheme 

 

48 

 

 

 

60 

 

 

 

2 
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ASSETS, CLIMATE ACTION AND ENERGY MANAGEMENT 
 

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 

 The facilities in Áras an Chontae are being managed by Assets and Energy Management. 

 Contract for sanding and varnishing of window sashes agreed and scheduled for Q1 2024 

 

ASSETS 

 PIR (Property Interest Register) Roscommon for all Building and Land Assets is managed on an 
ongoing basis. An update of Folios was received from PRA and has been submitted to OPW. 

 Full listing of RCC Assets across all Sections prepared and issued for reconciliation of FAR and 
PIR Roscommon. Follow-up actions agreed with Finance Section. 

 Ongoing administrative and technical involvement with Letting, Leases, Acquisitions and 
Disposals of RCC Assets. 

 Property Condition Surveys Form developed and to be trialled using digital platform. 

 

ENERGY 

 Roscommon County Council expressed an interest in joining the Local Authority Leisure Centre 

Energy Efficiency and Decarbonisation Pathfinder Pilot Program. 

 Reduce Your Use 

Energy Team are running the ‘Reduce Your Use’ national energy saving campaign across the 
organisation. 

 Energy Elephant Software 

- Ongoing monitoring and review of significant energy usage in RCC Buildings. Expansion of 

energy monitoring from primarily electricity usage through Energy Elephant to other 

energy sources such as oil, gas and biomass. 

 Optimising Power @ Work Programme 

- OP@W Mentor, Mark Skerritt, appointed and monthly meetings taking place in-person. 

- OP@W Mentor, Mark Skerritt, is advising on workplace energy saving programs and issues 

a Monthly Energy Report. 

 Energy Monitoring & Reporting (M&R) 2023 

- Electricity Usage Data for 2023 submitted to SEAI. 

- Achieved 38% of targeted 33% energy efficiency improvement by 2020, based on 2020 

energy usage. 

- The Energy Management Team have submitted Pathfinder project pipeline to the SEAI, 

who will assess eligibility of same for Pathfinder funding. 

- The Energy Management Team are actively working with SEAI agents (Consulteco) to 

model the impact of Roscommon County Council’s project pipeline on our gap-to-target 

model (GTT model). The gap-to-target model (GTT model) is a spreadsheet model for use 

by public bodies to evaluate their energy efficiency (EE) performance and energy-related 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions over time, using data and methodologies from SEAI’s 

Public Sector Monitoring & Reporting (M&R) system. 
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PUBLIC LIGHTING 

 
- Ongoing repair and maintenance of school warning lights. 

- Section 85 Agreement signed with Mayo County Council for the National LED Retrofit 

Project (PLEEP). Roscommon County forms part of Region 3 of the National Project.  

Consultants appointed by Mayo County Council on behalf of Region 3 and Regional 
Meetings commenced in October, 2021. Mayo County Council as the Lead Authority 
(Contracting Authority) issued a tender, in July 2022, to appoint a works contractor for the 
provision of a Public Lighting Energy Efficiency Project for the North West Region. Three 
tenders where returned in October 2022. RPS/Arup have been appointed to provide 
professional services to Mayo County Council, which includes preparing the works contract 
procurement documents and assisting in the tender procedure. RPS/Arup will provide the 
NEC Project Manager for the Works Contract. The tender assessment board reviewed the 
tenders and issued the ‘Tender Assessment Report’ on 21st February 2023. Construction is 
expected to commencement in 2024, subject to appointment of contractor by Mayo 
County Council. 

- Loan Approval for the National LED Retrofit Project placed before and approved by the 

Members of RCC at Plenary Meeting of 21st December, 2020. 

- Updates to DeadSure Inventory and UMR Database in preparation for National LED 

Upgrade are ongoing. 

- A tender for ‘Connaught Public Lighting Maintenance, LED Retrofit, New Works & 

Associated Services’ was prepared by Mayo County Council on behalf of six Connacht Local 

Authorities. Documentation was reviewed and evaluation process completed with Electric 

Skyline Limited appointed in October 2020. 

- The cost of the annual maintenance of public lighting has risen substantially due to the 

unavailability of replacement SOX lamps and associated cost of replacing SOX lamps with 

LED units. 

- Taking-in-Charge of Estates (Public Lighting) is continuing in conjunction with Planning and 

Roads Sections. Updates are posted to RCC website. 
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CORPORATE AFFAIRS  
 

Civic Reception   

 

 A Civic Reception honouring twenty one individuals, teams and groups for artistic, cultural and 
sporting excellence took place in Roscommon Arts Centre on Thursday, November 23rd 2023. 
A commemorative booklet to mark the occasion was published and circulated on the night. 
Each of the nominees received a citation that was presented by the Cathaoirleach Cllr. John 
Keogh, accompanied by the Chief Executive, Mr. Shane Tiernan.  The recipients were 
nominated by the members of the three Municipal Districts as part of their reserved function 
power to award a civic honour to those that have enjoyed success at national and international 
level in all spheres of life.  The last Civic Reception was held in June 2022. Prior to the start of 
the ceremony, members of the string section of the Roscommon Youth Orchestra entertained 
those present with an impressive range of music, showcasing the group’s extensive musical 
repertoire. The event received favourable feedback from nominees, families and friends of 
those of those honoured and featured extensively in local media and in social media posts. 

 

 
Annual Service Delivery Plan  
 

 Annual Service Delivery Plan was adopted at the Plenary Meeting on 18th December 2023.  

 

Northern & Western Regional Assembly (NWRA) Meetings 

 

 Roscommon County Council hosted four NWRA meetings; three monthly meetings on 20th 
October, 17th November and 15th December and one meeting with MEP’s on 27th October 
2023.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



32  

  

ENVIRONMENT, CLIMATE AND RURAL WATER UNIT 

Recommended Minimum Criteria for Environmental Inspections (RMCEI) 

The RMCEI is an Environmental Inspection Plan detailing: 

 the framework of environmental inspection targets to be undertaken in order to achieve 
environmental priorities and outcomes during the coming year, and 

 identifies the inspections undertaken and the achievement of National Environmental 
Priorities (NEP’s) and outcomes in the previous year, by monitoring the performance against 
the targets. 

Roscommon County Council submitted their 2023 RMCEI plan to the Environmental Protection Agency 
in February 2023.  Roscommon County Council are continuing to carry out inspections in accordance 
with the plan. 

The EPA carried out an audit in Q3 2023 assessing progress under the annual RMCEI plan and a report 

was received in Q4.  RCC are required to respond to the report within 2 months confirming how it is 
intended to deal with each recommendation.   

 

Complaints 

The Environment Unit continues to investigate litter and pollution complaints on a daily basis.  All 
complaints are recorded, assigned and investigated using a database.  Monthly reporting to the LGMA 
has also moved to an online portal called NEMIS; the examination of generating quarterly reports from 
NEMIS is ongoing by RCC/Environment with a view to providing suitable information in future 
management reports. 

  

There were 146 complaints received in Q4 2023, 151 complaints were inspected and 254 cases were 
closed. The majority of complaints relate to illegal dumping and littering. 
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Environmental Awareness  

The Environmental Education and Awareness Officer continues to engage with schools, community 

groups and individuals; providing talks, information sessions and support. 

 Launch of Your Guide to Household Waste Management & Recycling in County Roscommon 
(October) – guide is available through Roscommon County Council website, libraries, Civic Amenity 
Sites and Area Offices. 

 Green Schools/Picker Pals –21 Schools have renewed their Green Flags during 2023. In total 94 
Primary and Post Primary Schools are registered. 15 Schools have registered for the Picker Pals 
initiative, including 1 class funded by Roscommon County Council. 

 Greener Spaces Awards – Representatives from 10 Schools and 12 Community Groups attended 
the awards ceremony. The award ceremony recognised those groups that enhanced outdoor 
spaces through litter control, biodiversity and sustainable action. 

 Roadside Anti-Littering “Bin it or Bring it Home” Campaign– 23 Schools (approximately 360 entries) 
entered the design a car sticker competition. Campaign has included a newspaper article and 
advert. 

 

 Annual Christmas Environmental Awareness Competition 
 

 Bring Bank Anti-Litter Campaign – Christmas radio advertisement and audio devices (anti-littering 
message) installed at 5 bring bank sites 

 

Media Campaigns 

A number of Social Media/Awareness Campaigns were organised during this period including: 

 Continued promotion of Bag It! Bin It! Anti Dog Fouling Campaign 

 MyWaste – Bin It, Or Bring it Home Campaign 

 WEEE Ireland – E-Waste Campaigns (Halloween and Christmas) 

 MyWaste – Are you Waste Compliant?/Waste Presentation Bylaws 

 MyWaste – Bin that Butt, Circular Living 

 Gov.ie Clean Air 
 

Waste Collection and Civic Amenity Sites 

Roscommon County Council operates four Civic Amenity Sites which are open to the public three days 
a week.  Waste collected at all four sites is reflected in the National Waste Survey which was submitted 
to the Environmental Protection Agency on 30th June.  Waste collected at Roscommon and 
Ballaghaderreen is also reflected in the Annual Environmental Report (AER) and the Annual 
Environmental Performance Reporting (EPR) landfill returns. 

 

Water, Wastewater, Air and Noise Pollution  
 

1. RCC continues to engage with Lough Forbes Pesticides Action group.  This group looks at 
mechanisms to address pesticides exceedances within catchment area.  Group meeting was 
hosted by Longford County Council on the 28th November 2023 where a number of 
presentations were given for similar catchments and where improvement in pesticides 
exceedance have been recorded.  Lough Forbes is continuing to present difficulties with the 
number of pesticides exceedance being recorded in the catchment.  No pesticides exceedances 
have been recorded in 2023 from smaller water bodies (rivers) contributing to Lough Forbes 
from County Roscommon but the River Shannon is still associated with pesticide inputs.   The 
ongoing issue of pesticide in the lake continues to present a problem with actions taken to date 
having limited improvement. The incidence of pesticides occurrence in Lough Forbes is not 
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following the national trend in reduction and may require further inspections and resources 
from all LA’s in the catchment in the near future.  In 2024 UE and local authorities in the 
catchment will be asked to carry out more extensive investigations but RCC input requirement 
will be limited but to area contributing to the catchment.  

2. Water quality – protect and restore water bodies, (rivers, lakes etc.) to at least good status 
remains a function of local authorities and it is highlighted as key area for Ireland to achieve 
objectives under the Water Framework Directive.  Staff attended training day in Gurteen 
agricultural college, Tipperary where training was given on working farms and common issues 
that arising at farm level.  Farm inspection were conducted in Q4 following on from this 
training. 

3. Western ROC (regional operation committee) Water Framework Directive committee continue 
to meet and coordinate a number of national agencies in relation to 
implementation/progressing of water quality issues within the Western Region.  Western ROC 
meeting held in November with a number of common water quality issued in the region under 
discussion. 

4. National Inspection plan for DWWTS – Sites under the 2023 plan were inspected in December 
with a continued high failure rate being recorded.  Inspection of open historic advisory notices 
have contained with 47 site inspected by end of the year.   New grant scheme was announced 
by the Dept. Housing, Local Government and Heritage which has increased the grant available 
from €5,000 to €12,000, the scheme also removed the requirement for the householder to 
have register their waste water treatment system by the 1st February 2013, which is welcomed. 

5. Air Quality at monitoring station in Roscommon Town (adjacent to Aras an Chontae) remained 
at good quality for Q4.   

6. Solid fuel regulation- RCC under took sampling of coal products on sale in the count as part of 
collaborative project with Galway and Mayo County Councils.  As part of multi-agency roadside 
check points conducted in Q4 vehicles were inspected in relation to the transportation of solid 
fuels for sale and identified some unregistered operators in the county. 

7. A member of staff is sitting on the Agricultural Inspections Working Group with a view to 
developing a new framework for Local Authority inspections at a national level.  Meetings of 
the working group are ongoing with online meeting held in Q4.  A training event was attended 
by two members of staff on the 2nd November as part of development of a more intensive 
training programme to de developed.   

8. RCC attended launch of new NFGWS source protection project “Orchards for Farmers” 
providing information on the range of the service provided by the Environment Department 
both under water and waste.  As part of the initiative a member of staff was involved in the 
production of information videos published by the NFGWS various portals. 

 

Closed Landfill Sites  
 

These landfill facilities have ceased accepting waste for landfill disposal but Waste Licences still remain 

in place for Ballaghaderreen and Roscommon Landfills and as per the conditions set out in the Licences, 
Roscommon County Council is obliged to continuously monitor environmental risks associated with 

the closed facilities (e.g., landfill gas, groundwater quality, surface water quality).  Regular maintenance 

and servicing continues to take place.   

Both licenced sites were inspected by the EPA in March 2023 and inspection reports were received in 

Q2.  The Agency carried out this site visits as part of the OEE annual site visit programme to evaluate 

the licensee’s compliance with the requirements of the licence. Roscommon County Council was found 
to be in compliance with its licences and have commenced actions relating to improvement 

observations raised by the EPA for both sites – relating to maintenance of monitoring locations, power 
outages procedures, incident reporting and water quality trigger levels. 
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Department funding is available for the remediation of four non-licenced landfills, known as historic 

landfills, and some of this was drawn down for Castlerea Landfill in 2022.  Further funding for 2024 is 

available and Certificate of Authorisation works at Castlerea historic landfill will be prioritised.  

Contracts for the prescribed works will need to be prepared when the additional staffing resources are 

filled.  Lands cannot be transferred back to original owner until all RCC’s site restoration obligations 
have been met, with the possible exception of monitoring.  Access to lands will be required post 
transfer to facilitate any future monitoring requirements. 

 

RCC continues to sample leachate, surface water and ground water as required from these closed 
landfill sites. 

 

Laboratory Services 

The laboratory provides both a technical/analytical and sampling service and is accredited to ISO 17025 

(one of only 6 Local Authority testing laboratories accredited to this standard).  The laboratory provides 

a shared service to Local Authority’s and LAWPRO in three provinces and continues to expand its 

customer base.  Maintaining output is a primary concern.  This year’s accreditation audit by the Irish 
National Accreditation Board took place in Q3 2023.   

 

Casual Trading 

The Roscommon County Council Casual Trading Bye-Laws 2022 were adopted in November 2022 and 

come into effect on 01/01/2023.  3 casual trading licences have been granted in Q4 throughout the 
County. Compliance with the Casual Trading Bye-laws is being monitored by enforcement officers on 
an ongoing basis.  

 

Anti-Dumping Initiative 2023 

In Q2 of this year following submission to CUWERLA of a number of proposed projects, RCC was advised 

of a grant in the amount of €110,494 for the above initiative. 

Staff Waste Enforcement Training was completed and bulky goods collections were held in Roscommon 

and Boyle in Q3.   Other ongoing projects include a focused campaign in Ballaghaderreen, targeted 

clean ups, removal of tyres from a number of locations, further social media campaigns, new waste 

management booklet, Sustainability of Textiles – Upcycling and Reuse Project and also the clean-up of 
roadside dumping at a number of locations.  Final claim was submitted in Q4 for this initiative. 

 

CLIMATE ACTION  
 

Climate Action Unit: The process of appointing staff resources under the Environment, Climate and 

Rural Water business unit to lead climate action is complete with the climate action coordinator, 
climate action officer and community climate action officer positions filled.  

 

Climate Action Team: The climate action team is compiled of senior staff from various departments 
across the organization. 1 meeting was held in the Q4 period.  

 

Climate Action Plan: The Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications has instructed Local 

Authorities’ to commence the process of preparing their statutory 5-year Local Authority Climate 

Action Plans (LACAP). Final government guidance on the preparation of LA Climate Action Plans was 
issued in Q1 2023.  
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Progress to date: 

 Baseline reports – A climate change risk assessment, county wide baselines emissions 
inventory and decarbonization zone baseline emissions inventory all completed.  

 Pre-draft stakeholder engagement - Various internal workshops were held with each 
directorate and external pre-draft consultation took place from the 7th of July to the 4th of 
August and included an online survey with additional submissions received by mail/email.  

 Publication of draft plan, strategic environmental report and natura impact statement 
occurred in Q4. 

 Public submissions were invited.  

 Final draft plan to be presented for adoption in Q1 2024.  

 

Climate Action Community Promotional Video:   The project was launched in Q2 2023 in Roscommon 

Arts Centre. Each video produced was uploaded to RCC social media accounts on a weekly basis over 
Q3.  The project was submitted for the 2024 All-Ireland Community and Council Awards.   

 

Community Climate Action Programme: The final funding agreement from the Department of 

Environment, Climate and Communications was received in Q4.  Expressions of interest are invited 
from community groups/organisations.  

 

Community Facilities Electric Vehicle Chargers Grant Scheme:  

A new just transition scheme through Zero Emission Vehicle Ireland (ZEVI) to install Electric Vehicle 

chargers in community facilities in the midlands was open for applications up to 28th September 2023. 

The scheme provides grants to cover 100% of costs associated with civil, electrical, and installation 
works necessary to install publicly accessible 50 kW electric vehicle chargers.  Roscommon County 

Council applied for funding for applicable public buildings under their ownership.  

 

Sustainable Energy Communities: An Energy Master Plan for Castlerea SEC was prepared in 2022.  

Bridge funding for the preparation of the SEC energy master plans was provided by RCC.  This funding 

will be recouped from the SEAI. Roscommon Transition Towns SEC finalising energy master plan with 

other SEC’s at earlier stages.  

 

Tree Management Strategy 

The first initial draft of the Roscommon County Council Tree management strategy has been submitted 

in Q3 by UCD who were appointed as consultants to prepare the strategy. The initial draft will be 

reviewed internally by the climate unit and with other participating local authorities before it is 
circulated throughout the council for further feedback.  

 

Alternative to Herbicide Use Project 

In 2021 Roscommon County Council entered into a service level agreement with Kildare County Council 

who are performing the role of lead local authority for the scientific assessment of alternatives to 

Herbicide Use in the Maintenance of Amenity Public Open Spaces project.  

The aim of the project (through masters and potential PhD research and practical implementation) was 

to produce a practical maintenance guide for the maintenance of open spaces in the temperate zone 
using alternatives to pesticides that are efficient, labour saving, environmentally sustainable and 
provide value for money.   
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A master student commenced research on the 8th June 2021 in Maynooth University.  The masters by 

research work undertaken looks at not only the alternative maintenance measures but the biodiversity 
associated given we are in both Climate and Biodiversity crises. 

In Q3 2023 ‘Guidelines for Increasing Biodiversity and Alternatives to Herbicides in Public Open Spaces’ 

were produced and issued to Roscommon County Council for operational staff use.  The guidelines are 
intended to be published in Q1 2024. Next steps include research at PhD level which will examine: 

1.            A comparison of biodiversity and biodiversity management practices on agricultural and town  

               park open public sites in Ireland. 

2.            A comparative analysis of biodiversity on wildflower versus ornamental roundabouts. 

3.            Assessing the impacts of glyphosate and its alternatives on the soil microbiome. 

4.            A comparative analysis of mechanical and chemical alternatives to glyphosate for vegetation  

  control on roadside verges and hard surfaces. 

5.            Towards a biodiversity indicator scoring system for open public spaces. 
 

 

RURAL WATER  

The rural water function now falls within the Environment department remit following the transition 
of water services to Uisce Eireann in Q3. 

 

The annual Rural water conference took place in the Hodson Bay hotel on the 7th September with 

Gerard Hannon presenting at the conference.  Presentation was in relation to overview of the outcome 
of the Pilot source protection project part of which was run in Co. Roscommon among a number of 

group water schemes. The outcome of this review is that an 80% reduction in water related complaints 
was recorded in the geographical areas associated with the scheme during the lifetime of the pilot 

project.  Increase engagement and understanding of where individuals and communities exist among 

the landscape with increased awareness of the potential effects of day to day activities carried out by 
stakeholders on the environment and water source.   

 

Roscommon County Council are continuing to close out works under the 2019 – 2021 multi annual 

rural water programme.  The next multi-annual programme is expected to be launched in Q1 2024.  

 

MULTI-ANNUAL RURAL WATER PROGRAMME 2019-2021 

The Multi Annual Rural Water Programme 2019-2021 is a scheme specific or project-based approach 
to funding from the Department of Housing, Local Government & Heritage.  The Department has 
agreed that works continue under this programme until the new Rural Water funding programme is 
available later this year. 

 

The objective for this cycle is to provide enhanced funding certainty for priority investment needs to 
support the implementation of proper planning and sustainable development in rural areas.  This is to 
assist in meeting the requirements of the Drinking Water Directive in relation to rural water supplies 
and to support the delivery of measures identified in the River Basin Management Plan for Ireland 
2018-2021 to meet the objectives of the Water Framework Directive. 

 

The 2019-2021 funding cycle of the multi-annual programme consists of eight measures. These 
measures reflect the key challenges currently facing the rural water sector in respect of funding 
support. In particular, the measures have been more expressly focused around a ‘multiple barriers’ 
approach, from catchment to consumers (source – treatment - distribution), to prevent the 
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contamination of, and ensure that, drinking water is safe and meets the quality parameters of the 
Drinking Water Regulations on a consistent long-term basis.  

 

Approval of the schemes/projects under the MARWP 2019-2021 and the grant funding allocations 
were received from the Department in Circular letter dated 14th October, 2019.- €2,861,263 

 

The eight funding measures are: 

 Measure 1 - Source Protection (Group Water Scheme Sector- Funding approved for the 
GWS Pilot Project at Peak Mantua, Polecat Springs, Corracreigh, Mid Roscommon, Oran 
Ballintubber & Castlestrange GWS and additional works at Brusna, Gorthaganny and 
Castlestrange GWS’ -total available €351,150 for the period 2019-2021.  

 

Roscommon County Council are working in partnership with the National Federation of Group Water 
Schemes and other stakeholders on a Source Protection Pilot Project developing full source protection 
plans including specific actions to improve the safety and security of Group Water Schemes drinking 
water.  The work commenced in 2018 and continued in Q4 2023. A steering group and operational 
working group have been set up to progress the development of the source protection plans. 

Works undertaken to date at a cost of €412,631.68 (additional funding received) were 100% 
recoupable from the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.  

 

A campaign to raise public awareness on source protection and incorporating Biodiversity was 
developed to coincide with Rural Water Week on 7th to 11th September, 2020 with many initiatives.  
Mitigation measures for swallow holes were developed and farmers encouraged to fence off 
vulnerable areas on their lands. Catchment walks were undertaken by GWS managers to identify 
further sources of pollution. Farmers and contractors were reminded of the importance of proper and 
effective nutrient management to help protect water sources from pollution. Promotional Video clips 
were also undertaken to raise awareness. Available on www.roscommoncoco.ie under Water & 
Wastewater/Rural Water Programme. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BijH8U5Z_DLl4Tuz7M7twQFljlbAPgyj/view?usp=sharing 

‘I’ve Planted a Tree and My Garden is Pesticide Free’ 
Approximately 8,000 trees were distributed to all the primary schools in the County. This initiative 
was to encourage the community to go pesticide free in their gardens and to educate and create 
awareness in schools. Surveys undertaken suggest that most householders that currently use 
pesticides are prepared to rethink their use in order to protect the environment. Concerns at the 
damaging impacts of pesticides on water sources and biodiversity lie behind the initiative and 
was developed as part of this project in Roscommon County Council. A main objective is to 
educate the wider community on the damage that pesticides can do in their domestic gardens. 
This is an important part of the overall project, and is very much linked to the ‘Let it Bee’ initiative.   
I've Planted a Tree and My Garden is Pesticide Free 

 
The ‘Let It Bee’ initiative- Farmers working together to protect their local water source and 
enhance biodiversity is another initiative of the Group Water Scheme Source Protection Pilot 
Project in Roscommon. 

Bees, hives, equipment and mentoring were supplied to selected members of the community. In 
return the farmers are looking at changing their practices, putting in biodiversity measures and 
informing the wider community about the dangers of pesticides.  

The farmers taking part in the initiative also receive a Plaque which is placed on the wall outside 
their homes to highlight their involvement. 

http://www.roscommoncoco.ie/
https://scanner.topsec.com/?t=788ad33028593593b670c9b5aa93c23fdd527738&u=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1BijH8U5Z_DLl4Tuz7M7twQFljlbAPgyj%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&d=1434
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1434&t=cfae03234fd4073db10df6cc3e3cd334e1e66324&u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FBnGxRTY7BBs
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‘European Bee Award 2020’ for Roscommon 

The Source Protection Pilot Project in Roscommon won the European Bee Award 2020 for its 
outstanding contribution to protect pollinators, promoted by the European Landowners’ 
Organisation. The ‘Let It Bee’ initiative continued to be developed through this project into 2022. 

All works have been completed in Measure 1. 

 

 Measure 2 - Public health compliance (Group Water Scheme Sector): Funding of €814,000 
approved for the period 2019-2021.  
This measure is aimed at improving water quality in existing group water schemes, through 
upgrading their treatment facilities, so that the schemes can sustainably achieve compliance with 
the parameters of the Drinking Water Regulations on a consistent long-term basis. The Capital 
Replacement works are ongoing in accordance with a planned programme on the Design Build 
Operate Group Water Schemes. Works were undertaken to date on Mid Roscommon, Oran 
Ballintubber and Corracreigh GWS at a cost of €438,923 with 85% of costs €351,138 recoupable. 

Works to upgrade the existing UV systems to validated UV systems on the Design Build Operate 
bundle, Mid Roscommon, Oran Ballintubber and Corracreigh Group Water Schemes were 
undertaken in 2020 at a cost of €248,186.34 to date.   

UV systems works on the Brusna GWS and Gortaganny GWS has been completed Q1 2023. 

 

DBO Bundle: [(2 in Mid Roscommon GWS (Lismurtagh & Ballinderry)], Oran/Ballintober GWS 
and Corracreigh GWS) that make up the Roscommon DBO Bundle. 

 

All works have been completed in Measure 2. 

 

 Measure 3 – Enhancement of existing schemes including water conservation (Group Water 
Scheme Sector): Funding of €1,431,000 approved for the period 2019-2021.  
This measure supports projects to make existing group water schemes more efficient in their 
operation (e.g. water conservation and network upgrades, including storage) and contributing to 
good water quality on a consistent sustainable long-term basis.  

Funding of €1,133,238 has been paid to the Group Water Schemes at 85% of costs in Mid 
Roscommon, Oran/Ballintubber, Corracreigh, Polecat Springs, Brusna, Gorthaganny and 
Castlestrange. Further projects have been completed at a cost of approx €230,000 in 2023. 

 
As of December 2023 contracts works ongoing/completed on the following projects totaling 
approx. 13 kilometers of watermains.   

 Corracreigh – Contract No.1 2020: - The contract provides for the installation of 319 linear 
meters of 90mm OD PE100 SDR17 1209 linear meters of 125mm OD PE100 SDR17 HPPE 
Water mains, installation of 4 connections to existing water mains, installation of 1 Air Valve, 
6 Sluice Valves, 1 No Elster 4000 Bulk water meter, 1 No Cla Val Pressure reducing valve with 
strainer, 3No.  Domestic PRVs and 12 no connections to services in the Townlands of 
Cloonyquin and Killynagh-Completed. 

 Gortnaganny GWS Upgrade Contract 1(2019)- 785 linear meters of 90mmOD PE100 SDR17 
HPPE Water mains, installation of 2 No connection to existing water mains, installation of 1 
Bulk water meter, installation of 1 scour valve, 4 Sluice Valves and 14no connections to new 
and existing service pipes in the Townlands of Gortaganny and Carrowbehy–. -Completed. 

 Mid Roscommon -Contract 01(2020) Tulsk: – The contract provided for the installation of 415 
linear meters of 63mm OD PE100 SDR17 & 1509 linear meters of 90mm OD PE100 SDR17 
HPPE Water mains- Completed  
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 Mid Roscommon-Contract02(2020) Kinnity: - The contract provides for the installation of 
2052 linear meters of 90mm OD PE100 SDR17 HPPE Water mains -  Completed 

 Mid Roscommon -Contract 03(2020) Bushfield: - The contract provides for the installation of 
2852 linear meters of 63mm OD PE100 SDR17 & 1913 linear meters of 90mm OD PE100 
SDR17 HPPE Water mains -Completed. 

 Oran Ballintubber-Contract No.1(2020): -The contract provides for the installation of 1965 
meters of 90mm water main with 10 service connections- Completed 

 Polecat Springs -Contract 01(2020): - The contract provides for the installation of 1746 linear 
meters of 90mmOD PE100 SDR17 HPPE Water mains- extra works necessary have been 
completed.  

 Corracreigh – Contract No.1 2020 Extras: The contract provides for the installation of approx 
400 linear meters of 63mm OD PE100 SDR17, a number of connections to services in the 
Townland of Clooneyquin. Works 100% completed –August 2022. 

 Mid Roscommon – 2021 Contract 2 Carrowduff-Tonbaun: – The contract provides for the 
installation of 1400 linear meters of 63mm OD PE100 SDR17 & 950 linear meters of 63mm 
OD PE100 SDR17 HPPE Water mains. Completed. 

 Mid Roscommon – 2021 Contract 3 Coggalbeg: – The contract provides for 4100 meters of 
90mm water main water with various fittings laid in the public road. Completed.  

 

Upgrade contracts are ongoing on the following and work will continue into Q1 2024. 

Delays in projects are still occurring due to costs and supply problems with construction 
materials. 

 
 Brusna - Contract No.1(2023): - No submissions/communication from GWS on scheme 

 
 Corracreigh – Contract No.1 2022: The contract provides for the installation of approx 1000 

linear meters of 90mm OD PE100 SDR17, a number of connections to services in the 
Townland of Annaghmore. Contractor appointed, and work complete - Final A/c stage 

 Mid Roscommon – 2021 Contract 1 Ballinderry-Carrowbaun: – The contract provides for the 
installation of 1400 meters of 90mm water main water and 1350 meters of 63mm water main 
water, with various fittings laid in the public road at two locations. Contractor has completed 
Carrowbaun section). Contractor commenced in Ballinderry Q1 2023. Completed-Final A/c 
stage 
 

 Oran Ballintubber-Contract No.1(2022): -The contract provides for the installation of 800 
meters of 75mm water main with 5 service connections-  
Completed-Final A/c stage 
Oran Ballintubber-Contract No.1(2023): - Completed - Final A/c stage 

 
 Corracreigh / Peake Mantua Amalgamation -Contract 01(2022): - A Special General Meeting 

of Peake Mantua held on Friday 10th June 2022 approved a motion for a “transfer of 
engagements” (Amalgamation) with Corracreigh GWS. This clears the way to proceed with 
the process of design of the interconnector. 
The contract will provide for approximately 3,600 meters of 125 mm water main and approx. 
1000 meters of 75 mm water main with various fittings laid in the public road.   
Survey, Design & contract documentation is currently being produced for this contract. 
Awaiting Final design details from Consultants (TJ O Connors), anticipate to go to tender Q1 
2024 subject to Department Funding. -will form part of new MARWP 
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Group Water Scheme Managers have been advised to identify works/upgrades necessary on their 
schemes in preparation of the next programme of funding. Lists have been received from most 
schemes. 

 

 Measure 5 – Transition of Existing Group Water Schemes and Group Sewerage Schemes to the 
Public (Uisce Eireann) Water Sector: Funding of €247,000 approved for the period 2019-2021.  
 

This measure enables existing group water schemes and existing group sewerage schemes, where 
they wish to do so and with the agreement of Uisce Eireann, to transition to the public water 
sector (Uisce Eireann).  

 

At the end of 2022 Projects totalling 3.5 kilometers of watermains at a cost to date of €203,857.40 
were completed. 

 Works are completed on the Drumheriff /Derrinasoo GWS. December 2020 
Drumherriff: 1480m of 63mm watermains with 10 connections. 

 Works are completed on the Lisagallon GWS -June 2021 
Lisagallon: 1928m of 125mm watermains with 46 connections. 
TIC process completed 02 Nov 2022. 

 Discussions are progressing with Woodbrook GWS Q4-2023. Surveying Ongoing. Contract 
documents are being produced for upgrading to Uisce Eireann Taking in Charge standards. 
Expected tender Q1-2024. extra funding applied for from the department. 

 Rockfield GWS Q3-2023, Surveying complete, tendered 
Contract documents produced for upgrading to Uisce Eireann Taking in Charge standards. Extra 
funding applied for from the department 

 A request was received from Caramunia GWS, Rahara to be taking in charge in June 2022 – 
additional surveys required. 

 

ORPHAN SCHEMES BEING CONSIDERED FOR TIC: 

 
Report has been prepared on Orphan schemes which will be considered for taking in charge by 
Uisce Éireann.  
List has been forwarded to Uisce Eireann -  Full surveys will be necessary on all schemes to 
comply with Uisce Eireann Taking in Charge policy. 

 
1. Ardikellan   North East Roscommon RWSS  2600PRI2019 
2. Arm/Cashel   Castlerea Regional WSS   2600PRI2020 
3. Barrybeg   South Roscommon RWSS Lisbrock 2600PRI2027 
4. Cartron/Kilteevan  Roscommon Central WSS  2600PRI2035 
5. Clonelt No 1   Ballinlough/Loughglynn RWSS  2600PRI2039 
6. Clonelt No 2   Ballinlough/Loughglynn RWSS  
7. Cloonarkin/Meeltraine  Ballinlough/Loughglynn RWSS  2600PRI2044 
8. Cloonfad East   Ballinlough/Loughglynn RWSS  2600PRI2053 
9. Cloongrehan   Boyle Ardcarne RWSS   2600PRI2059 
10. Cloontrask   Castlerea Regional WSS   2600PRI2065 
11. Fairymount   North Roscommon RWSS  2600PRI2091 
12. Mount Prospect/Fuerty  Roscommon Central WSS  2600PRI2121 
13. Onagh, Taughmaconnell South Roscommon RWSS Killeglan 2600PRI2126 
14. Parkmore, Ballinasloe  Ballinasloe UDC    1200PUB1004 
15. Rockfield   Roscommon Central WSS  2600PRI2129 
16. Rooskey, Ballaghaderreen North Roscommon RWSS  2600PRI2131 
17. Sligo Road   North Roscommon RWSS  2600PRI2137 
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 Measure 6 –A Community Water Connection 
Crosshill, Arigna was undertaken in 2019 costing €22,314. Completed. 
Numerous queries have been received on this measure 
 

 Measure 8 - PRIVATE WATER SUPPLY- Grants for the improvement of a private water supply 
to a house 
The existing grant scheme to support improvement works for a private water supply providing 
water intended for human consumption and domestic purposes to a house, (more commonly 
known as private or household wells) has been revised with effect from 4th June, 2020 under the 
Housing (Private Water Supply Financial Assistance) Regulations 2020 (S.I. No. 192 of 2020).  

 

1. Purpose of grant 
The purpose of this grant scheme is to assist households in rural areas that are dependent on a private 
water supply (individual well) for their household use, by financially assisting them where they incur 
capital expenditure, to carry out improvements to the supply to ensure that the water supply is 
wholesome and clean, or that the quantity supplied is insufficient to meet the domestic needs 
of the household as defined in the Housing (Private Water Supply Financial Assistance) Regulations 
2020 (S.I. No. 192 of 2020).    

 

2. Level of grant 
The level of a grant is determined by the type of improvement works being undertaken and shall not 
exceed the following amounts: 
(a) (i) 85% of the approved costs for rehabilitation works, subject to a maximum of €3,000; or 

(ii) 85% of the approved costs for the provision of a new well, subject to a maximum of €5,000 
(where the housing authority agrees that this is the most appropriate solution);  

(b) 100% of the approved costs for works that, in the opinion of the housing authority, are 
necessary to treat the water to meet the water quality standards specified in the Regulations, 
subject to a maximum grant of €1,000.  Examples of such treatments are filtration or Ultra 
Violet treatment.  

To the end of Q4 2023 a total of 15 applications for the upgrade of Private Water Supplies have been 
received.  €23,832 paid out end of Q3 2023 

€47,832.24 claimed back from Department in respect of Private Water 
Supplies for 2023 

 

SUBSIDY - Payable towards the Operational Costs of Group Water Schemes Providing Water 
for Domestic Use: 

With effect from 1st January, 2018, the subsidies have been increased, streamlined and new 
incentives introduced for smaller schemes. This is intended to bring greater equity and 
fairness to ensure that domestic users on group water schemes receive comparable benefits 
to those receiving their water supply from Irish Water.  

 Annual Subsidy - - An annual subsidy per house is available to group schemes for the 
operational cost of providing domestic water. Annual subsidies in the sum of €106,026.90 have 
been paid to Group Water Schemes to end of Q1 2023. 

 Operational and Maintenance Subsidy – This subsidy is payable towards Operational and 
Maintenance (O&M) costs associated with “bona fide” Design/Build/Operate (DBO) contracts 
for group schemes that have their own water treatment facilities. O&M subsidies have been 
paid in the sum of: 

  €155,671.03 has been paid for Q1 2023 
 €147,267.66 has been paid for Q2 2023 
 €136,653.33 has been paid for Q3 2023 

Total Subsidies paid to Group Water Schemes to end of Q3 2023 is €439,592.02. 
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ROADS AND TRANSPORTATION 
Road Programme and Road Schemes -  Outputs 2023 
The total estimated outturn expenditure for the Roads and Transportation Department at 31st 
December 2023 is €31,650,152.69. The categories of expenditure and the funding 
sources/departments are detailed in the table below. The finalised figures for 2023 will be published 
in the Annual Financial Statement. The 2024 allocation from the Department of Transport for regional 
and local roads is expected in February 2024. 
 

Road Classification Funding Source Total Outputs 2023 € 

National Primary Improvement/Maintenance Works 

Pavement & Minor Improvement Works TII  €             1,118,700.48  

Skid Resistance HD 28 Pavement Renewals TII  €                 659,317.35  

Winter Maintenance TII  €                 123,027.54  

Ordinary Maintenance TII  €                 102,233.44  

National Primary Totals    €             2,003,278.81  

National Secondary Improvement/Maintenance Works   

Pavement & Minor Improvement Works TII  €             3,592,525.98  

Skid Resistance HD 28 Pavement Renewals TII  €                 306,546.38  

Winter Maintenance TII  €                 137,074.54  

Ordinary Maintenance TII  €                 165,341.04  

National Secondary Totals  €             4,201,487.94  

Other NP & NS Allocations TII   

Athlone to Galway Greenway TII  €                   93,277.32  

LA Support Maintenance & Engineering TII  €                 222,105.59  

Other NP & NS Allocations    €                 315,382.91  

Totals National Roads - Improvement/Maintenance Works  €             6,520,149.66  

Regional and  Local Roads Expenditure 

Restoration Improvement Department of Transport   €           12,136,214.53  

Restoration Maintenance Department of Transport   €             2,933,931.99  

Discretionary Maintenance Department of Transport   €             3,149,158.00  

Bridge Rehabilitation Department of Transport   €                 221,595.59  

Safety Improvement Works Department of Transport   €                 284,935.40  

Former National Roads Department of Transport   €                 428,649.55  

Community Involvement Scheme Department of Transport/Local 
Contribution  

 €                 144,027.40  

Drainage Works Department of Transport   €                 774,364.13  

Climate Change Adaptation and Resilience 
Works  

Department of Transport   €                 661,995.17  

Specific Improvement Grants Department of Transport   €                 247,073.46  

Active Travel Investment Programme National Transport Authority  €             1,483,302.55  

Department of Transport  Training Grant Department of Transport   €                   69,000.00  
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Total  Regional and Local Roads  €           22,534,247.77  

Other Roads Projects 

Local Improvement Schemes Department of Rural and 
Community Development/ Local 
Contribution  

 €                 398,987.67  

Local Roads Ordinary Maintenance Roscommon County Council 
€               1,283,567.75  

Amenities & Burial Grounds 
Maintenance/Street Cleaning/Tidy Towns 

Roscommon County Council  €                 659,472.16  

Arterial Drainage Roscommon County Council  €                 188,727.68  

Cemetery Improvement Grant Roscommon County Council  €                   65,000.00  

Totals Other Roads Projects  €             2,595,755.26  

Overall Total Expenditure for 2023  €           31,650,152.69  

 
 
N5 Ballaghaderreen–Scramoge: The Ballaghaderreen to Scramoge Road Project is 33.4km in length 
and extends from the east tie-in point of the N5 Ballaghaderreen By-pass to Scramoge and bypasses 
Frenchpark, Bellanagare, Tulsk and Strokestown.  The Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) was made on 
11 December 2017.  The application for Development Consent and for confirmation of the CPO and 
associated documentation was submitted to An Bord Pleanála (ABP) on 20 December 2017.  Following 
an Oral Hearing in October 2018, ABP approved the scheme and confirmed the CPO in January 2019.  
CPO notices have been served on all persons listed in the approved CPO.  Land and property acquisition 
continues.  Various works and services contracts were undertaken in advance of the main construction 
contract including fencing, archaeology, topographical surveys, geotechnical investigations and the 
diversions of some Authority & Utility apparatus.  Technical consultants were appointed to assist in 
progressing the project through the tender and construction stages.  The main construction contract 
tender documents were issued on 22 July 2020 and the closing date for receipt of tenders was set for 
Tuesday 22 December 2020.  Tenders received on or before the specified closing date were assessed.  
In accordance with the Public Spending Code, the updated Final Business Case together with a request 
to award the main construction contract was submitted to the Department of Transport on 14 April 
2021.  On 11 June 2021, the Department of Transport advised that Government approval as required 
under the Public Spending Code was given on 9th June 2021 and granted approval to award the main 
construction contract under the direction of TII.  TII approval to award of the main construction 
contract was received on 14 June 2021.  The Main Construction Contract was awarded to Roadbridge 
Ltd. on 16 June 2021 and the Contract was formally executed on 06 October 2021.  Following the 
appointment of a Receiver over certain assets of Roadbridge Ltd. on 11 March 2022, all work under the 
contract ceased.  Roadbridge Ltd.’s contract was subsequently terminated on 04 April 2022.  A contract 
notice to re-procure the main construction contract was published on eTenders on 13th April 2022 and 
on the OJEU on 15th April 2022.  Pre-qualification submissions were received by the latest specified 
time and date for receipt of submissions (16.00 hrs on 27 May 2022).  The main construction contract 
tender documents were issued to all pre-qualified candidates on 22 July 2022.  The closing date for 
receipt of tenders was Friday 24 March 2023.  Following the closing date for receipt of tenders, the 
tender assessment process was undertaken, and Roscommon County Council subsequently 
recommended the appointment of a contractor and sought the formal approval of TII to award the 
contract on 31 May 2023.  In accordance with the Public Spending Code, Government consent is also 
required.  The Final Business Case was updated and submitted to TII on 16 June 2023.  Government 
approval to award the main construction contract was received on 27 September 2023 and TII approval 
on 28 September 2023. The contract was awarded to Wills Bros Ltd. on 25 October 2023. Preliminary 
works including surveys, site compound preparation, etc. commenced in Q4 2023.  
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N61 Ballymurray to Knockcroghery Road Project: This project comprises the improvement of the N61 
National Secondary Road between Ballymurray and Knockcroghery which will incorporate a bypass of 
Knockcroghery.  The project was brought through to the completion of TII Phase 2 (Option Selection) 
by the appointed consultants Roughan & O’ Donovan-AECOM Alliance (ROD-A) in 2021. This project 
was suspended in 2021 by TII due to funding constraints. Some funding was allocated in 2022 under 
the TII Minors programme to develop an overall strategy to address the safety and related issues on 
the section of N61 between Roscommon town and Athlone pending the implementation of long-term 
solution(s).  ROD-A were appointed in August 2022 to undertake this study.  The study report was 
issued in December 2023 and was presented to the Elected Members of Roscommon County Council 
at its Plenary meeting held on 18th December 2023.  The report identifies 15 priority interventions and 
TII funding has been sought in respect of five junction optimisation interventions. 
 

N61 Tulsk to Clashaganny Road Project involves the realignment of approximately 4km of the N61 
National Secondary route from Tulsk village to Clashaganny.  A planning application in accordance with 
Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations was published in October 2022 and the proposed 
development was approved to proceed in accordance with the recommendation of the Chief 
Executive’s report at the Plenary Meeting of Roscommon County Council held in February 2023.  That 
decision has been the subject of a judicial review brought before the High Court and Roscommon 
County Council has agreed to the setting aside of the decision reached in February 2023.  It is 
anticipated that a revised planning application in respect of the proposed development will be 
submitted in 2024. 
 
N61 Tulsk to Gortnacrannagh Road Project involves the realignment and improvement of 
approximately 6km of the N61 National Secondary Road between Tulsk village and the new N5 crossing 
of the N61 at Gortnacrannagh Townland.  TII approved the appointment of Lead Technical Consultants 
and independent specialists to progress the project through the planning phases.  Roughan & O’ 
Donovan-AECOM Alliance (ROD-A) was appointed in July 2022.  Phases 0 and 1 have been completed.  
Phase 2 Option Selection is nearing completion and it is anticipated that the Options Selection Report 
identifying the preferred route corridor will be finalised in Q1 2024.  
 
National Road Pavement Projects:  Design and Contract documentation have been prepared for the 
pavement overlay projects included in the 2023 TII National Road Allocations.  Contract documentation 
for N5 Frenchpark to Ballinagare and the N63 Athleague to Ballinagard Road pavement projects were 
completed in March 2023 and May 2023 respectively.  The Design and preparation of tender 
documentation for projects anticipated to be progressed in 2024 is ongoing. 
 
N4 Carrick on Shannon to Dromod Project involves the provision of a transport solution, which 
includes a new crossing of the River Shannon, to relieve the significant traffic congestion on the N4 
through Carrick on Shannon / Cortober.  A Section 85 Agreement under the Local Government Act is in 
place between Roscommon County Council and Leitrim County Council.  Under the Section 85 
Agreement Leitrim County Council is the Lead Authority.  Leitrim County Council appointed Ove Arup 
& Partners Ireland Ltd. (ARUP) to progress the project through the planning process in March 2020.  
ARUP completed Phase 1 (Concept and Feasibility) in July 2020 and Phase 2 (Option Selection) in March 
2023.  TII approval to proceed to Phase 3 (Design and Environmental Evaluation) has been received.  
Ground Investigation and Topographical surveys necessary to progress the project design have 
commenced on site and are expected to continue throughout 2023.  Considering the 2023 Grant 
Allocations to Local Authorities for National Roads, Leitrim County Council has prioritised the 
progression of the town bypass and associated traffic demand management and active travel measures 
through subsequent development phases.  ARUP commenced Phase 3 (Design and Environmental 
Evaluation) of the project development in June 2023 and is ongoing.  
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GREENWAY PROJECTS 

 

Athlone to Ballyleague/Lanesborough Greenway Project involves the provision of a greenway which 

links into proposed Galway to Athlone cycleway scheme in the Athlone area.  RPS has been appointed 

to progress project through Phase 0 Scope and Pre-Appraisal & Phase 1 Concept and Feasibility (TII 

Project Managers Manual for Greenway Projects).  Phase 0 deliverables were completed in 2022.  TII 
issued approval to proceed from Phase 0 to Phase 1 on 13/02/2023.  Public Consultation No.1 took 

place in the Hodson Bay Hotel in Hodson Bay, Athlone on 22nd March 2023.  Phase 1 deliverables were 

completed during Q4 2023 and the Phase 1 Gate Review Statement has been issued to TII. 
 

 

Mid Shannon Greenway Project  

Mid Shannon Greenway is the adopted name for proposed greenway project in the area of 

Ballyleague/Lanesborough, Strokestown, Roosky and Termonbarry.  This Greenway links into Athlone 
to Ballyleague/Lanesborough Greenway scheme.  Ryan Hanley has been appointed to progress project 

through Phase 0 Scope and Pre-Appraisal & Phase 1 Concept and Feasibility (TII Project Managers 

Manual for Greenway Projects).  Phase 0 deliverables were completed in 2022. TII issued approval to 
proceed from Phase 0 to Phase 1 on 20/01/2023.  Public Consultation No.1 took place in the Percy 

French Hotel, Strokestown on 19th April 2023.  Phase 1 deliverables were completed during Q4 2023.  
The Phase 1 Gate Review Statement was issued to TII in Q4 2023. 

 

Lough Key to Carrick on Shannon Greenway Project involves the provision of a greenway.  Following 
a tender process, Roughan & O’Donovan Consulting Engineers have been appointed to progress the 
project through Phase 0 Scope and Pre-Appraisal & Phase 1 Concept and Feasibility (TII Project 
Managers Manual for Greenway Projects).  The contract commenced in January 2023.  Phase 0 
deliverables were completed in Q3 2023.  TII issued approval to proceed from Phase 0 to Phase 1 in 
July 2023.  Public Consultation No.1 took place in the Lough Key Forest and Activity Park on 6th 
September 2023. Phase 1 deliverables to be completed during Q1 2024. 
 
ACTIVE TRAVEL PROJECTS 
Initial funding was provided by TII to initiate the following Active Travel projects: - 

 AT N5 Bellanagare; 

 AT N5 Frenchpark; 

 AT N5 Strokestown; 

 AT N5 Tulsk; and 

 AT N5 Tulsk to Rathcroghan. 
 

A single topographical survey contract (encompassing all 5 projects) was completed in June 2022.  
Archaeological assessment and investigation contracts (encompassing all 5 projects) were completed 
during Q4 2023. 
The N5 AT Strokestown project is being progressed in-house by Roscommon NRRO. Various design 
service and survey contracts necessary to progress this project were completed in Q4 2023.  
A Technical Consultant (Roughan & O’Donovan) was appointed on 28 September 2023 to assist 
Roscommon County Council progress the other four projects through Phases 2-4 of TII’s Project 
Management Guidelines. 
 

Local Improvement Scheme 
The Local Improvement Scheme 2024 was advertised in December 2023. Applications may be 
submitted via My Online Services at: https://roscommon-self.achieveservice.com   no later than 
5pm on Tuesday 6th February 2024. 
 
 

https://roscommon-self.achieveservice.com/
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Community Involvement Schemes 
The Department of Transport provides grant assistance which must be matched by a minimum 10% 
from the community for eligible works including general maintenance, drainage works, pavement 
works and footpaths on public roads. Four projects were completed under the 2023 Scheme. 
 
Active Travel Investment Programme  
The Programme for Government published in June 2020 included significant and ambitious targets for 
the development of walking and cycling schemes. In 2023 the National Transport Authority (NTA) has 
allocated funds to Ireland’s local authorities with a view to spending €290 million on walking and 
cycling infrastructure. Roscommon County Council received an allocation of €2,500,000 for 2023.  The 
funding for 2023 is for year 3 of a 5-year Active Travel Investment Programme, which will be 
transformative in the area of green sustainable transport options to those outside of large urban 
centres.  The development of high quality walking and cycling facilities will encourage more people to 
switch to active travel and will contribute to tackling climate change. This funding will help towards 
connecting communities and making walking and cycling attractive, safe and accessible to everyone. A 
total of 21 Schemes have been completed to date in County Roscommon across the three Municipal 
Districts with a spend of €4,713,137. 
  
 In 2023 schemes have been completed in Lecarrow, Cloonfad and Ballinlough Villages.  A further 10 
Projects are at planning/procurement stage at present. A contractor has been procured for a Scheme 
in Ballaghaderreen Town centre which is due to commence construction in Q1 2024.   One Safe Routes 
to School Programme (SRTS) scheme is under construction at St. Pauls National School in Castlerea 
along with seven other school projects under the Safe Routes to School Programme in the planning 
stages.   
 
Broadband 

NBI Work continues with NBI staff regarding build designs and Section 254 planning applications 
across the network. Ballinasloe, Roscommon, Athlone and Carrick on Shannon deployment 
areas are taking orders currently for new connections and properties are now live on the 
network in those areas. Pole applications are continuing to be processed by the roads 
department. 
 
To date in Roscommon, we have 
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Q4 2023 had only one Section 254 T1 poles licence application- 2023RN0399- DA055 Knock- 40 
poles- Castlerea Operational Area- Roscommon Municipal District in the West of the county in 
Lisacul, Gorthaganny, Loughglynn regions. This licence was granted in October 2023. This 
quarter was a big reduction from the rest of 2023 which had considerably more applications for 
pole licences.  
 

WiFi4EU WiF4EU was a project that received EU funding to provide free Wi-Fi hotspots around the 
county. 52 access points are now live in towns and villages in Roscommon. This project is 
bringing free Wi-Fi hotspots to towns and villages all over the county and is being widely used 
in most locations. 
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A link to the above map showing all locations has been created on the Council’s GIS homepage. 
 

Broadb
and 
Connect
ion 
Points 
(BCPs) 

Roscommon County Council’s Broadband Office continues to liaise with our BCP sites and 
source DRCD funding to develop their hub facilities on an ongoing basis.  BCPs in county are 
offering not just hotdesks for remote working areas but also offer conference facilities for 
SME’s and run training courses and thematic courses such as computer coding for children and 
families such as OurKidsCode and MS Dreamspace. Gorthaganny BCP and National School held 
further coding sessions in Q4 2023 after commencing coding in BCP during June 2023.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Siro Siro commenced works in Roscommon Town earlier this year and have many properties 
connected to high speed fibre during the year. 
 

Eircom Eircom continued to deliver high speed broadband in the commercial zone (area that had 
minimum of 30mb broadband speed when defining what was outside of state intervention 
area) but there are still some small areas within towns and villages that can only receive up to 
100Mb as there are tracts of old copper lines remaining. These cannot at present achieve high 
speed whereas the larger amount of green hatch areas are able to achieve 2Gb of superfast 
high-speed broadband (refer to EIR map of Roscommon town below). 
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Lough Funshinagh Flood Relief Scheme 
Roscommon County Council is in the final stages of appointing consultants to conduct baseline 
Ecological Studies in the vicinity of Lough Funshinagh. The goal is to gather essential data that is 
currently either absent or outdated concerning the Turlough.   Ongoing efforts involve supplying pumps 
at Ballagh to address instances where lake levels surpass the floor level of several residences. The 
situation is under constant supervision, as the protective threshold offered by the public road is nearing 
its limit. Temporary flood defenses will be deployed as needed to mitigate potential risks. 
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CFRAM (Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management) Programme 
 
Bogganfin 
After issuing a consultancy services brief to oversee the implementation of a flood relief scheme in 
Bogganfin, Roscommon County Council proceeded to seek competitive tenders via the e-Tenders 
online portal. Unfortunately, only one tender was submitted, and following subsequent discussions 
the tenderer withdrew due to resource-related issues. The project has since been republished on e-
Tenders with a closing date in February 2024.  
 
Carrick on Shannon 
The Carrick on Shannon Flood Relief Scheme, led by Leitrim County Council in collaboration with 
Roscommon County Council and the Office of Public Works, is making progress. Carrick on Shannon 
and Cortober face the risk of flooding from the River Shannon and its tributaries. The project has 
entered the phase of option selection, where various alternatives are being considered and evaluated 
through multi-criteria analysis process. A second public consultation was held in Q4 of 2023 which was 
well attended by many of the local communities affected.  
 
Road Opening Licences 
Excavations made in a public road or footpath require a Road Opening Licence.  Applications for 
licences to open the public road are lodged through the central portal with the Road Management 
Office www.rmo.ie.   The Roads Department processes the licences for County Roscommon from this 
portal and attaches conditions and fees to the licence. The number of new applications for Q4 2023 is 
128, applied for by nine different applicants with the majority of applications coming from three of the 
largest utilities i.e. NBI, EIR and Uisce Eíreann. 
 
Abnormal Load Permits 
Roscommon County Council operate a permit system for abnormal loads on all or part of journeys 
where specific weight and height conditions apply. The Roads Department issued 54 Abnormal Load 
Permits to the end of Q4 2023. 
 
Galway to Athlone Cycleway 
RPS Consulting Engineers were appointed to provide engineering, planning, environmental and other 
services on the above Cycleway, which forms part of the strategic Dublin Galway route in October 2019. 
Work has been ongoing since then and the Emerging Preferred Route was identified and published. 
Work has also been undertaken on various other elements of the project, which will culminate in the 
submission of a planning application to An Bord Pleanála. 
 
However, due to the complexity and scale of the 200km Preferred Route together with upward market 
pressures in recent years, in September 2023 RPS Consulting Engineers have advised Westmeath 
County Council that the project is no longer financially viable for the company, having regard to the 
fixed price tender sum for the contract as signed in 2019 and have sought mutual termination under 
the contract. To minimise any delay on the project and in particular the completion of the design and 
environmental evaluation phase of the scheme, the parties have agreed to now enter into a process to 
deal with the issues to hand.  As a result of this development, Westmeath County Council as the lead 
authority, on behalf of the participating local authorities and TII, is exploring various approaches to 
identify the most appropriate and effective mechanism for progressing and delivering the 
scheme through the design and environmental evaluation processes. 
 
Landowner liaison is continuing and will not be impacted by this process. 
 

http://www.rmo.ie/

