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The Connaught Rangers mutiny—1920, 1970 & 2020
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Members of the 1st Battalion of the Connaught Rangers in India, 1920. The leader of the mutiny, James Daly, is
bottom right. (King House Museum, Boyle)

On 28 June 1920, five men from C Company of the 1st Battalion of the Connaught Rangers
led a mutiny in Jalandhar, Punjab, in protest against martial law in Ireland. Following their
surrender a few days later, 88 mutineers were court-martialled, of whom 77 were
imprisoned; the leader, James Daly, was executed. The imprisoned mutineers were released
in 1923; they returned to Ireland, and in 1936 were granted State pensions. In 1970 the
remains of James Daly and two other mutineers were repatriated from India.

Listen to Tommy Graham, editor of History Ireland, discuss the complex web of issues
arising from these events and their commemoration both in 1970 and today with
John Gibney, Cécile Gordon, Brian Hanley and Kate O’Malley.

Available on www.historyireland.com/podcast-channel/ and
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/history-ireland/id1503109266
or wherever you get your podcasts.
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Dr John Gibney

John Gibney is Assistant Editor with the Royal Irish Academy’s Documents on Irish Foreign Policy
(DIFP) series. He is a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin (BA, Ph.D), and was formerly a
postdoctoral fellow at the University of Notre Dame and at NUI Galway. He has worked
extensively in tourism and in the heritage and publishing sectors, and has written widely on
modern and early modern Irish history and historiography. His books include A short history of
Ireland, 1500-2000 (Yale University Press, 2017) and he is the co-author (with Michael Kennedy
and Kate O’Malley) of Ireland: A voice among the nations (RIA, 2019).

Cécile Gordon

Cécile Gordon is Senior Archivist and Project Manager of the Military Service (1916-1923)
Pensions Collection Project. The Project, a Government initiative for the Decade of
Centenaries, aims to preserve and make available the files of the men and women who were
active during the period 1916—-23 and who applied for financial recognition under specific
legislation enacted by the Irish Free State from 1923. Her areas of interest include the
impact of archives and of the work of the archivist on the nature of nationalism, identity,
commemoration and collective memory. Languages and History graduate (Licence,
University Lyon Il France) and Archives and Records Studies graduate (HDip. and MA, UCD).

Dr Brian Hanley (TCD)

Brian Hanley’s specialist interests include Irish republicanism, labour and radicalism, the
1918 General Election, the Easter Rising, the Irish revolution and Civil War, trans-national
aspects of the Irish revolution, 1969 and the birth of the ‘Troubles’, class in twentieth-
century Ireland, the Great War and the Irish revolution, Irish America, race and the Irish in
America, the Northern Ireland conflict, the impact of the ‘Troubles’ and the Irish Republic.

Dr Kate O’Malley

Kate O’Malley is Managing Editor of the Royal Irish Academy’s Dictionary of Irish Biography
(DIB). She was Assistant Editor with the Documents on Irish Foreign Policy (DIFP) series from
2005 to 2019. She is a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin (BA, Ph.D). She has written
extensively on Indo-Irish relations, and her book Ireland, India and Empire was published by
Manchester University Press in 2008.

Tommy Graham (History Ireland magazine)

Tommy Graham, a history graduate of Trinity College, is one of the founders of History
Ireland magazine and has been its editor since its beginning in 1993. He is an experienced
broadcaster and lecturer, currently lecturing in history and politics at Griffith College. He
also founded (1986), and continues to run, Historical Walking Tours of Dublin.

About History Ireland Hedge Schools

The History Ireland Hedge Schools, developed by Tommy Graham, are a public history
format for making high-quality research accessible to a general audience and are lively,
unfettered debates on a range of historical topics.

For media interviews on History Ireland Hedge Schools contact Tommy Graham, editor of
History Ireland magazine and Hedge School ‘Master’: editor@historyireland.com.

About the Decade of Centenaries 2012-2023

The objective of the State programme for the remaining period 2020—2023 is to ensure a
deeper understanding of a complex period in our history, including the Struggle for
Independence, the Civil War, the Foundation of the State and Partition, and that the
centenaries of these historical events and others of significance from 1920-1923

are marked appropriately.
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