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The establishment of County Roscommon Folklore and Oral History Network stems
from Action 2.3.8 of the County Roscommon Heritage Plan 2004-2008 ‘Facilitate the
collection and dissemination of folklore and oral history in the county through a co-
ordinated network of collectors countywide’.

The objectives of the Co. Roscommon Folklore & Oral History Network are:

1. Identify standards of excellence in the collection and dissemination of folklore
and oral history and encourage the achievement of these standards.

2. Develop a sustainable countywide coordinated network of folklore & oral history
collectors.

Co. Roscommon Folklore & Oral History Network was established in October 2005.
29 recordings and transcripts of interviews carried out so far are now available to the
public on a server in the County Library in Roscommon. These can be accessed on
the computers there and listened to using headphones. As you listen to the
interview, you are shown on screen a photo of the interviewee and you can scroll
down through the transcript of the interview to the parts of it that interest you most.
You can search the transcript for key words and use the index to search for specific
topics.

Collectors from Castlerea, Ballintubber, Elphin, Lanesborough, Strokestown, Rooskey,
Tulsk, Athlone, Boyle, and South Roscommon (Clonown and Moore) participated,
giving a broad county-wide spread of participants.

County Roscommon Heritage Forum wishes to acknowledge the assistance of Mid
South Roscommon Rural Development Co. Ltd in funding this Action Research Study
under the Leader+/National Rural Development Programme.

Thanks to Rosaleen Fallon & Mary O’Connell from County Roscommon Heritage
Forum, without whose guidance and encouragement the project could not have been
carried out. Thanks to County Librarian, Richie Farell and to Breeda Gilligan and her
colleagues in the Co. Library, Roscommon for their interest, co-operation and work
with this project. Thanks to Dr. Charles Flynn Flynn Ph.D for getting the project
under way. Special thanks to Anne Ridge, MA, Dip. Arch., H. Dip. Ed who carried
forward the project to fruition and to the dedicated group of c.25 people, who came
to all the project meetings, carried out interviews and who are the Co. Roscommon
Folklore and Oral History Network.

We hope to add new recordings to the collection and have them available after
Heritage Week 2007 (late August).



