NON-PRINCIPAL PRIVATE RESIDENCES

 within County Roscommon
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NPPR Queries, Roscommon County Council, Courthouse, Roscommon.

Tel: 090 6637100                
Information leaflet on unfit properties, which may be deemed not liable for the charge

The Charge applies on a point in time basis, described in the Act Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as the “liability date”.  31st July has been set as the liability date in 2009 and 31st March will be the liability date in subsequent years.  

It is a matter for owners of property that may be liable to determine their liability in the first instance.  Roscommon County Council is not required to issue demands or notices requiring payment of the charge in respect of individual properties.  Where an owner of a property determines they are not liable and it is established subsequently that they were liable for the charge, there are significant penalties and fines, which will apply as follows: -

1. The charge applicable to each year will have to be paid  +

2. A late payment fee @ €20 per month will apply.  The late payment fee amounts to €20 per month or part of a month.  The late payment fee will continue to roll up as long as the charge remains unpaid and the amount involved can be substantial.  For example, if no payment is made by a person liable for the charge over a period incorporating 5 successive liability dates, 5 separate €200 charges will be extant and each will attract a late payment fee of €20 per month.  The amount due after 5 years will be about €4,500, of which amount €3,500 will be late payment fees     +

3. An owner who falsely determines that his/her property is not liable for the charge or who does not declare the property/pay the charge shall be guilty of an offence.  They shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine of up to €2,000.  If the fine is not paid having been convicted, they shall also be liable, on summary conviction, to a fine for each day the offence continues of up to €100 per day   +

4. They will be liable for the Council’s costs and expenses incurred in relation to the investigation, detection and prosecution of the offence

Under the Act, the charge applies to all residential property used, or suitable for use, as a dwelling. This includes any house, maisonette, flat or apartment (including a bedsit).  Some properties are exempt – the Act should be consulted regarding these exemptions.

This leaflet is to help clarify the position in relation to property which is deemed by the owner as being unsuitable for use as a dwelling.  Such properties are not liable for the charge as they should not be regarded as a dwelling within the meaning of the Act.   If the property is occupied on the liability date, it is liable for the charge.     

In determining if the property is suitable for use as a dwelling, the owner must consider whether the property is habitable or not by reference to the structure of the building.  

Does the property have a sound roof?  

Is it so affected by dampness as to render it unsuitable for habitation?  Does it have sanitary facilities?  

Does it have hot & cold water?  A water supply that is simply turned off or temporarily disconnected would still be available for use and this in itself would not render a dwelling uninhabitable. 

Does it have an electricity supply connected?  If not, when was the electricity last connected to the property?

In order to deem a property unsuitable for use as a dwelling, it would have to meet a number of the above criteria.

Where an owner determines their property is not “suitable for use” as a dwelling, they should complete the attached declaration and submit to Roscommon County Council (if the property is located in the administrative area of Roscommon County Council).  The Council WILL NOT be issuing any clearance letter/certificate to the owner to confirm the property is not liable for the charge as it is for owners themselves to determine their liability.  If it transpires that the owner falsely declared the property as being unsuitable for use as a dwelling, then the above charge, penalties and fines will apply.

Any queries on the above should be made to 

NPPR Queries, Roscommon County Council, Courthouse, Roscommon

Tel 09066 37100


ROSCOMMON COUNTY COUNCIL

NON PRINCIPAL PRIVATE RESIDNECE CHARGE UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (CHARGES) ACT 2009-08-04

DECLARATION BY OWNER OF A PROPERTY THAT THEIR PROPERTY IS UNSUITABLE FOR USE AS A DWELLING WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ABOVE ACT

NPPR Account Reference
(if applicable)
__________________________________________
Name of Owner 
_______________________________________________________________

Address of Owner
_______________________________________________________________ 

Contact Tel No 
_______________________________________________________________

Property which is being declared by owner as “unsuitable for use as a dwelling” – 

PLEASE GIVE FULL ADDRESS

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

When was the property last occupied (date & year) _____________________

Does the property have a sound roof  - YES OR NO __________

If NO, please give details of why it is deemed unsound _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Is the property affected by dampness  - YES OR NO __________

If YES, please give details of where it is damp, rooms affected etc _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Does the property have an indoor water supply – YES OR NO __________

If NO, is this because the supply has been temporarily disconnected or did it ever have a water supply -  please give details ___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Does the property have an indoor toilet, WHB – YES OR NO  __________

Does the property have an indoor shower or bath – YES OR NO __________

Outline details of the heating system in the property (solid fuel fire only, radiators, storage heating etc).

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS MUST BE INCLUDED WITH THIS DECLARATION: -

· Photographs to show an external view of property and internal view of property

· Site location map with property clearly marked thereon and Folio Number

I hereby declare that the information provided by me, the owner of the above property, which I am determining as “unsuitable for use as a dwelling” is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and I fully understand that if this statement is incorrectly made by me, I am liable for charges, penalties and fines as set out in the Local Government (Charges) Act 2009  

I further undertake to notify Roscommon County Council if this property is refurbished or if repairs are carried out to it which would render it suitable for use as a dwelling OR if the property is occupied again

Signed:
___________________________________________________________



Owner of property deemed “unsuitable for use as a dwelling

Date:          ____________________________ 

Witnessed: __________________________


Date: ___________________


Peace Commissioner or Commissioner of Oath 


or Member of the Garda Siochana
